THE CHRISTIAN’S VIEW OF THE WORLD

1 JOHN 2:15-17 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – God’s word is very clear about the view we should have of this world – JAMES 4:4 – We are not to be friends with the world, yert despite these warnings from God we often try to get as close to the world as we can w/o slipping back into it.  This is a very dangerous proposition.  In this lesson we will refer to this attitude as the nearsighted view of the world, getting as close as possible to get a good look.  God wants us as his children to have a far sighted view of this world, he wants us to concentrate on things eternal in nature.

1. NEAR SIGHTED VIEW – LOOK OUT FOR YOUR SELF

A. LUKE 12:16-21 – Note the attitude of the rich man

B. LUKE 16:19-25 – The rich man looked toward the here and not the hereafter

2. FAR SIGHTED VIEW – SEE OUR BROTHERS NEEDS AND TRY TO MEET THEM
A. 1 JN. 3:16-21 – How do we prove our love for our brother?

B. LUKE 10:29-37 – Parable of the good Samaritan – Did the priest and Levite not see the man in need?

3. NEAR SIGHTED VIEW – TOO CONCERNED ABOUT THE MATERIAL THINGS OF THIS WORLD
A. MATT. 19:16-22 – This young man viewed the material possessions of this world of greater value than the things that are spiritual in nature, his view was too near sighted to the things of this world.

B. MARK 10:23-25 – We sing “Tis So Sweet to Trust In Jesus”  But in whom are we really placing our trust.

4. FAR SIGHTED VIEW – OF THIS OLD WORLD
A. MATT.6:19-21 - Follow the advise of Jesus and lay treasure for eternity, Where is your heart?

B. MARK 10:28-31 – Yes God will bless us in this life but, what value can you put on eternal life with God in heaven?

5. NEAR SIGHTED VIEW OF THIS WORLD – NO REGARD FOR FAMILY – 

A. MATT. 15:1-9 – Jesus condemned the scribes and Pharisees for their action.  They were neglecting their family and trying to excuse it by saying they were serving God.

B. 1 COR. 5:1-2 – They did not have the proper attitude because they had a near sighted view

6. FAR SIGHTED VIEW OF THE WORLD – EXHIBIT LOVE AND COMPASSION FOR OUR FAMILY
A. Honor our parents – EPH. 6:1-4 – We do not see enough of this today, YES Sir, Yes Maam, Good manners

B. Provide for our families – 1 TIM. 5:8, 1 TIM. 5:16
7. NEAR SIGHTED VIEW OF THIS WORLD – TO RECEIVE THE PRAISE OF MEN
A. MATT. 23:1-12 – Jesus teaches we need to humble ourselves, we can have a problem with pride, power or position

B. JN. 12:42-43 – They loved the praise of men, more than the praise of God – JN. 11: 45-48 – They had the wrong view they were afraid of losing their place and nation

8. FAR SIGHTED VIEW OF THIS WORLD – CONCERNED WITH RECOGNITION FROM GOD
A. How do I get it?  JAMES 4:7-10 – Submit yourself to God

B. Humble yourself before God – 1 PET. 5:6 – Jesus will recognize the faithful – MATT. 24:45-47 – 

CONCLUSION – We might ask, “Is it really important to have the proper view of this world?”  Let’s note some of the results of worldliness:

1. No concern for those who are lost in he world- LUKE 15:3-7 – If we don’t have the proper view why should we be concerned – Jesus concern over those lost in this world – LUKE 19:10
2. No concern for the erring – GAL.6:1-2
3. No concern for those in need – ACTS 2:44-45, ACTS 4:32-35
4. No concern for divisions – 1 COR. 1:10-11
5. No concern for the church and its mission  - Evangelize, Edification, Benevolence and to stand fast for the truth. - 1 TIM. 3:15 – If we as members of the Lord’s church become worldly we will not be the pillar and ground of the truth, and divisions will be the result.

Divisions are caused by worldly brethren – look at Corinth – Ch. 5 – immorality – Ch.11- abusing the Lord’s supper.  We need to constantly remember that the things of this world will be done away with – Heed the warning of Peter – 2 PET. 3:8-14 – Let us endeavor to be found in him w/o spot or blame.

If you are a Christian and your view of the world has been a near sighted one you need to repent. 

