THE CHURCH – ITS DOCTRINE

1 TIMOTHY 4:13-16 (TEXT)

INTRODUCTION – As can be seen from our text and contrary to the teaching of some today doctrine does matter.  We need to give attention and take heed to doctrine because the destiny of our soul and the souls of others is at stake.

1. Define the word - doctrine – denotes teaching, the act of teaching, instruction, that which is taught – W.E. Vine.

2. The N.T. is the doctrine of Christ – 2 TIM.3:16-17
3. Doctrine is a seed that bears fruit after its kind – REV. 2:14-15 – Thus the doctrine of the Pharisees produced a Pharisee, and the doctrine of the Sadducees produced a Sadducee.
4. Their teachings and doctrine were different from Christ – MATT. 7:28-29

1. HOW DID THE N.T. CHURCH RECEIVE CHRIST DOCTRINE?
A. God gave it to Christ – JN. 7:16-17, JN. 8:28-29, JN. 12:49-50

B. Christ gave it to the apostles – JN. 17:8,14 – JN. 14:26

C. The apostles taught it to the church – JN. 17:20, MATT. 28:19-20, ACTS 2:42, 1 COR. 2:12-13, 1 COR. 11:2,23

D. The Holy Spirit inspired the apostles to speak and write the doctrine of Christ – JN. 14:16,26; JN. 16:13, ACTS 1:8, ACTS 2:1-4, EPH. 3:3-6

E. This doctrine is recorded for our instruction – JN. 20:30-31, 2 PET. 1:12-15. 2 PET. 3:1-2

2. WHO AUTHORIZED THE DOCTRINE BELIEVED AND TAUGHT BY THE N.T. CHURCH  ?

A. Jesus – HEB. 12:1-2; the church is subject to Christ – EPH. 5:24
B. The church has no right to change his doctrine – 2 JN.9; REV. 22:18-19
C. No man or angel has the right to change the doctrine of Christ – GAL. 1:6-9; 1 TIM. 1:3; 1 TIM. 6:3-5

3. N.T. CHURCH WARNED AGAINST FALSE DOCTRINE – 

A. Doctrines of man are dangerous – MATT. 15:9, COL. 2:20-22
B. Doctrines of devils are dangerous – 1 TIM. 4:1-2
C. Only the doctrine of Christ is safe – 1 TIM. 6:3 – wholesome, according to Godliness

D. Strange doctrine carries men away from God – HEB. 13:9, EPH. 4:14
E. Church is warned not to go beyond the doctrine of Christ – 2 JN 9, 1 COR. 4:6 – What is written is that which is important

4. DUTIES OF CHURCH MEMBERS -  

A. Continue in the apostles doctrine – ACTS 2:42 – And they continued 

steadfastly in the apostles doctrine.  

B. Give heed to the doctrine – 1 TIM. 4:13-16
C. Teach the doctrine of Christ – ACTS 5:27-28, ACTS 8:4
D. Adorn the doctrine by good works – TITUS 2:10, MATT. 5:16
E. Adorn the doctrine by pure speech – TITUS 2:1,7-8
F. Contend for the faith – JUDE vs3
G. Keep the faith – the doctrine of Christ – 1 TIM. 4:6
CONCLUSION  - Is doctrine important?  Hopefully we can see from this lesson and the scriptures that we considered that doctrine is not only important but that it affects the destiny of our soul.

