THE CHURCH – ITS IMPORTANCE

MATTHEW 16:13-19 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – In our text we can see that Christ declared that he would build his church.  Is there anything connected with something that Christ intends to build that would not be important. 

Therefore the church should be important to us because it is important to God.  We cannot fully appreciate the importance of the church until we realize what the Bible teaches the church to be.

WHAT IS THE CHURCH?

1) THE CHURCH IS THE ETERNAL PURPOSE OF GOD – 

A.
The church always has been and always will be a part of God’s scheme of

redemption – EPH. 3:9-11 – The church was not an after thought on the

part of God, as is taught in many religions of men today.  The truth is the

church was in the eternal purpose of God and displays his manifold wisdom. 

2) THE CHURCH IS THE CREATION OF GOD – 

A. COL. 1:14-18 – God authored it, he designed it, he purposed it

B. EPH. 2:13-16 – Paul speaks of the church as one new man

C. HEB. 8:1-2 – The Hebrew writer declared that the church was the true tabernacle that the Lord pitched and not man.

3) THE CHURCH IS THE BODY OF CHRIST -  

A. COL. 1:24 – Paul plainly states that Christ body is the church

B. EPH. 1:22-23 – The church must be important, because Christ is the head of the body – the church

4) THE CHURCH IS THE FULNESS OF CHRIST – 

A. COL. 1:18-19 – This means to be in Christ is to be in the church and that 

what is available in Christ is not available outside the church of Christ

B. ACTS 4:12 – Neither is there salvation in any other

5) THE CHURCH IS THE LOVE OF GOD EXPRESSED– 

A. COL. 1:13-14 – It is Christ kingdom, his church because he purchased it

B. 1 COR. 6:19-20 – Paul reminded the Corinthians they were bought with a price, so we ought to glorify God in our body and our spirit

C. ACTS 20:28 – The church was purchased with the blood of Christ

D. EPH. 5:25 – Christ love caused him to submit his will to God and go to the cross for us – our sins  - so we could have salvation.

If the blood of Christ is important, then the church is important. Realizing the importance of the church let’s notice what is in the church:

1) RECONCILIATION IS IN THE CHURCH – 

A. ISA. 59:1-2 – Man’s sins separate him from God

B. ROM. 3:23 – All men have sinned, so all are in need of reconciliation

C. ROM. 6:23 – the wages if this sin in our lives is death, if we continue in

sin we are at war with God, making peace with God is what the Bible calls reconciliation.

D. EPH. 2:16 – Reconciliation is only possible in Christ – The only way the

enmity between the Jew and Greek could be slain was in the body of Christ that is how they were reconciled.

2) SALVATION IS IN THE CHURCH –

A. 2 TIM. 2:10 – Yes salvation is in Christ, but notice his relationship to the

body.

B. EPH. 5:23 – Christ is the savior of the body, so if one is outside the body,

he is yet in an unsaved condition regardless of what he thinks has happened to him.

3) REDEMPTION IS IN THE CHURCH -  

A. ROM. 3:24 – Redemption is in Christ, only god’s people, the church can

be called redeemed.

B. 1 PET. 1:18-23

4) SANCTIFICATION IS IN THE CHURCH -  

A. EPH. 5:25-27 – One cannot be a sanctified person and not be in a

sanctified body, but the church is sanctified

5) INHERITANCE IS IN THE CHURCH – 

A. GAL. 3:26-27 – Those who by faith and baptism become children of God

are called heirs

B. 1 COR. 12:13 – We need to notice that Paul told the Corinthians that faith

and baptism put one in the church.  It is therefore impossible to be an heir of God and be outside the church.

6) ALL SPIRITUAL BLESSINGS ARE IN THE CHURCH – 

A. EPH. 1:3 – If you are outside of Christ and thus outside the body of Christ,you have NO spiritual blessings.

B. EPH. 3:21 – Paul tells us we cannot glorify God outside the church

C. HEB. 12:23 – The blessing of eternal life will be given to those who are in

the church because their names are written in Heaven.

CONCLUSION - If enrollment in heaven is important, then the church is important.  In N.T. days people were saved when they believed and obeyed the teachings of Christ – ACTS 2:36-41, 47 – Want you obey today and let God add you to the church which his son purchased with his blood.  If you are to be saved you must understand the importance of the church in God’s scheme of redemption.

