THE CHURCH – THE CALLED OUT
MATTHEW 16:13-18 – TEXT
INYTRODUCTION – We began our studies of the church Jesus promised to build last Sunday.  We want to continue that study of the church  today – the one Jesus promised to build, the one on which he would be the rock that would be tested, proven and tried that would be laid in Zion.  The scriptures pointed to the fact that Jesus is the chief cornerstone as well as the foundation of the church we can read about in the Bible.

Many descriptive phrases are applied to the church in the NT scriptures, but today we want to look at the meaning of the word “church.” The Greek translation of the word church is “Ekklesia” which is a compound word “Ek” means out of and “klesia” which means to call.  The word church then means the called out body or assembly of Christ.
THE CHURCH – THE CALLED OUT:
I. GOD DOES THE CALLING – 

A. ACTS 2:21, 39 – We must call on the name of the Lord to be saved so we can become the called out of God – church.  Vs. 39 - God does the calling.  If you are ever to be part of the called out it is only because God calls you.

B. 1 COR. 1:9 – God is faithful - He does the calling.  It is into fellowship with his Son.

C. 1 THESS. 2:12 – God calls us out of sin and out of the ways of the world.  He instructs us to be separate from them. 
D. 2 COR. 6:17-18 – Just as God called the Jews to come out of Babylonian captivity he calls us today to be his own special people separate from the world and all its corrupting influences.

II. GOD DOES THE CALLING BY THE GOSPEL – 

A. ROM. 1:16 – The gospel is the power of God to save.  I.E. – Does God quench our thirst? Yes, how? We drink water!  Does God quench our hunger? Yes, how? We eat food.  Does God call us? Yes, how? By the gospel which has the power to save us.

B. 2 THESS. 2:13-14 – God called you by our gospel.  The only way God calls people today is by the gospel.

C. EPH. 2:17-18, 3:6 – Preached peace to those who were afar off – Gentiles.  Preached peace to those who were near – Jews.  Thru Christ both Gentile and Jew have access by one Spirit to the Father. How did they gain this access to the Father?   Read - 3:6 – The Spirit gave the gospel to guide them into all the truth.
D. 2 COR. 5:18-20 – Vs. 18 – All things are of God.  We are reconciled by the death of Christ.  God gave to the apostles the work or ministry of reconciliation. Vs. 19 –He committed to the apostles the word of reconciliation.  Reconcile means “to make peace with again.”  We once were the friends of God, we were born in innocence, but later we sinned and became the enemies of God.  How are we reconciled?  By the use of the gospel.  Remember the apostles were guided into all the truth by the Spirit.

E. JOHN 17:17-20 – We can only be sanctified by the truth.  The truth is revealed to us in the word of God - the gospel.  
III. GOD CALLS SINNERS INTO THE KINGDOM – Under the reign and rule of Christ.  Who is the head of the church and the king of the kingdom?
A. ROM. 3:23 – We are all sinners so we all need to come to Christ.
B. 1 PET. 2:9 – God calls us out of darkness into his marvelous light. I.E. – The power goes out and we stumble around trying to find the light switch.
C. COL. 1:13 – God delivers us from the power of darkness.

D. 1 THESS. 2:12 – God called you into his kingdom and glory.  Outside of his kingdom the church there is no glory or light.

IV. ENTRANCE AND ADMISSION INTO THE KINGDOM – We must be willing to submit to the will of God.
A. MATT. 7:21 – We must do the will of the Father not just know it or acknowledge the existence of the Father.  Christ is the head of the church he is king of the kingdom but do we acknowledge his authority.

B. MATT. 18:3 – The only way we can be converted is by humbling ourselves as little children.  How must we show humility?  By the dropping arrogance, pride, haughtiness and sin.  We rid ourselves of these things in order to be part of the Lord’s church because he alone is the head and we are just part of the body.

C. JN. 3:3, 5 – We must be born again and become a new creature in Christ to enter the kingdom of God.
D. 2 COR. 5:17 – If we are in Christ we are new creatures – old things have passed away.

V. GOD CALLS THE SINNER INTO FELLOWSHIP WITH HIS SON – 

A. 1 COR. 1:2 – We have a relationship in Christ.  We are sanctified – set apart.  The church is the called out we are called to be saints.

B. 1 COR. 12:12-14 - Many members but only one body in Christ.  How do we get into that one body?  We are baptized into Christ!!!
C. EPH. 2:14-16 – We are all reconciled into one body (the church) whether Jew or Gentile.  Not Catholic bodies or Protestant bodies.  We are reconciled in one body by the cross.
D. EPH. 3:6 – Fellow heirs of the same body.  If you are in a different body than the one Jesus built you cannot be a fellow heir.  You must be in the one body to be in Christ.

E. GAL. 3:26-28 – We are all one in Christ, but only in him.

CONCLUSION – 

Are you in Christ?

If not then answer the gospel call today!!!
