THE CHURCH – WHAT MAKES IT STRONG?

EPHESIANS 3:20-21 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – EPH. 3:20-21 - Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us, 21 to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen. 

Our text states God is given glory in the church thru Jesus Christ.  Certainly we want to give God as much glory as possible and we can only do that when the church is strong.  It should be everyone’s desire here today for the church in Mary Esther to be a strong church.  Do we want to be strong or weak?  Hopefully our answer is strong.

The big question is how do we go about making this church one that is strong, vibrant, growing, and active – one that gives God glory!!!
It will not happen accidentally or just by chance.  

Many of the NT congregations of God’s people had problems – I.E. – Corinth, but any congregation of God’s people can be strong but we must have the proper mindset.

How do we make sure the church here at Mary Esther is strong?

1. SPIRITUALLY MINDED – We must be spiritually minded people.

A. ROM. 8:1-6 – To be spiritually minded brings life and peace.
B. 1 TIM. 3:15 – The nature of the church is spiritual it is to be the pillar and ground of the truth (spiritual matters), but people today want to make the church the city recreation department or the place were you can get the best buffet in town.  Christ did not die so we could participate in physical activities.

C. EPH. 1:3 – When every member partakes of all the spiritual blessings in Christ the church will become stronger.
2. CONCERNED ABOUT WAYWARD MEMBERS – 

A. GAL. 6:1-2 – We should not want any to be lost.

B. MATT. 18:12-14 – It is not the will of God for any to fall away and perish. What is our concern?

3. EVERY MEMBER MUST BE INVOLVED – 

A. EPH. 4:15-16 – Every part of the body must supply its part if the body is to be edified.

B. 1 PET. 2:9-10 – We must recognize the fact there is no separate clergy but that we are all priests.

4. KNOWLEDGEABLE – 

A. ROM. 15:14 – Paul states the brethren at Rome were full of knowledge.

B. PROV. 2:1-9 – If we want knowledge we must know the book and be known as people of the book

C. PSA. 19:7-11 – The word of God is the key to our continued strength.  There is great reward in keeping God’s word.

5. DEPENDABLE – 

A. JN. 1-8 – If we want to be strong we must be dependable, faithful, and walk in truth.
a. Can count on them to be at all services

b. Trustworthy, loyal, predictable.

6. LIBERAL GIVERS – 

A. 2 COR. 8:1-5 – They first gave themselves to the Lord – A pitch in type of mentality that if there is work to do they are willing to help in the vineyard of the Lord.

B. 2 COR. 9:6-7 – A strong church understands the principle of giving that is given in the NT.

7. WILINGNESS TO CONTEND FOR THE FAITH – 

A. JUDE 3 – Willingness to stand up and be counted.

B. EPH. 5:8-12 – Expose the unfruitful works of darkness.

8. LOVERS OF ONE ANOTHER – 

A. 1 THESS. 4:9-10 – We should love one another as we are brothers and sisters in Christ.

B. 1 JN. 3:17-18 – Our love must be expressed by our actions.
9. STRIVING TO MAINTAIN PEACE – 

A. ROM. 14:17-19 – We must pursue the path that leads to peace in matters of choice.
B. MATT. 5:9 – Jesus said, “Blessed are the peacemakers for they shall be called the children of God.”

C. JAMES 5:17-18 – If we follow the wisdom from above it will produce peace.

10. SEEKING TO BUILD OTHERS UP – 

A. EPH. 3:16-19 – It should be our desire for every one to become stronger and to be filled with the fullness of God.
a. Do we desire improvement by all?

b. Do we go the extra mile to promote others?

c. Every member of this congregation needs to be strong if we are to be a strong church!!!

CONCLUSION – 

Do we want the church in Mary Esther to be a strong church?

How do we become stronger?

By the faith and obedience of each member to the will of the Lord!!!
