THE CHURCH OF ME

3 JOHN 9-10 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION - Have you ever known of an ELDER who thought the church revolved around him and it was going to be his way or the highway?

Have you ever known of a DEACON who is never satisfied unless things are done his way?

Have you ever known of a CHURCH MEMBER who was contentious and held the church hostage with their childish attitude?

Have you ever known of a PREACHER who thought he had to be the center of attention and unless he got would cause trouble?

John describes a man named Diotrephes who had (as it seems) some of these traits.
3 JN. 9-10 – I wrote unto the church: but Diotrephes, who loveth to have the preeminence among them, receiveth us not.  10. Wherefore, if I come, I will remember his deeds which he doeth, prating against us with malicious words: and not content therewith, neither doth he himself receive the brethren, and forbiddeth them that would, and casteth them out of the church.
He was a member of  the Lord’s church, but his actions show that he was more loyal to another religion ... THE CHURCH OF ME!!!
Our purpose is to point out some of the selfish self-centered attitudes which can (and do) hinder the spiritual unity of local churches.  Since the “THE CHURCH OF ME” still exists today, we need to be able to recognize it and contrast its distinctive traits with the teachings of the Scriptures.
1. THE IDENTITY OF SINNERS - Whoever is disliked by ME is a SINNER.
A. Jesus did not conform to the Pharisees human traditions.

a. MATT. 15:1-2 – Then came to Jesus scribes and Pharisees, which were of Jerusalem, saying,  2. Why do thy disciples transgress the tradition of the elders? for they wash not their hands when they eat bread.
b. MATT. 15:7-9 – Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying,  8. This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me.  9. But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.
B. We must not make our PERSONAL TRADITIONS the standard of faithfulness among us! 
a. 2 COR. 10:12 – For we dare not make ourselves of the number, or compare ourselves with some that commend themselves: but they measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing themselves among themselves, are not wise.
2. THE IDENTITY OF THE WISE – Whoever agrees with me is wise.

A. If we profess to be wise we are foolish

a. ROM. 1:18-22 – For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness;  19. Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them.  20. For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:  21. Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened.  22. Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools,
B. Heavenly wisdom never exalts and promotes self – 

a. JAMES 3:13-18 – Who is a wise man and endued with knowledge among you? let him shew out of a good conversation his works with meekness of wisdom.  14. But if ye have bitter envying and strife in your hearts, glory not, and lie not against the truth.  15. This wisdom descendeth not from above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish.  16. For where envying and strife is, there is confusion and every evil work.  17. But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy.  18. And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them that make peace.
3. THE IDENTITY OF THE HUMBLE – Whoever submits to me is humble.

A. Christians are to submit to each other – 

a. PHIL. 2:2-5 – Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind.  3. Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves.  4. Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others.  5. Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:
b. 1 PET. 5:5-6 – Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble.  6. Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time:
B. The “mind” of Christ does not attempt to rule but to serve – 

a. MATT. 20:20-28 – Then came to him the mother of Zebedee's children with her sons, worshipping him, and desiring a certain thing of him.  21. And he said unto her, What wilt thou? She saith unto him, Grant that these my two sons may sit, the one on thy right hand, and the other on the left, in thy kingdom.  22. But Jesus answered and said, Ye know not what ye ask. Are ye able to drink of the cup that I shall drink of, and to be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with? They say unto him, We are able.  23. And he saith unto them, Ye shall drink indeed of my cup, and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with: but to sit on my right hand, and on my left, is not mine to give, but it shall be given to them for whom it is prepared of my Father.  24: And when the ten heard it, they were moved with indignation against the two brethren.  25. But Jesus called them unto him, and said, Ye know that the princes of the Gentiles exercise dominion over them, and they that are great exercise authority upon them.  26. But it shall not be so among you: but whosoever will be great among you, let him be your minister;  27. And whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant:  28. Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.
4. THE IDENTITY OF TROUBLEMAKERS – Whoever admonishes or rebukes me is a troublemaker.

A. Jesus was not being a TROUBLE MAKER when He pointed out the sins of religious leaders.

a. MATT. 23:13-15 – But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye shut up the kingdom of heaven against men: for ye neither go in yourselves, neither suffer ye them that are entering to go in.  14. Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye devour widows' houses, and for a pretence make long prayer: therefore ye shall receive the greater damnation.  15. Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye compass sea and land to make one proselyte, and when he is made, ye make him twofold more the child of hell than yourselves.
B. Paul was not the TROUBLE MAKER when he corrected Peter.

a. GAL. 2:11-14 –  But when Peter was come to Antioch, I withstood him to the face, because he was to be blamed.  12. For before that certain came from James, he did eat with the Gentiles: but when they were come, he withdrew and separated himself, fearing them which were of the circumcision.  13. And the other Jews dissembled likewise with him; insomuch that Barnabas also was carried away with their dissimulation.  14. But when I saw that they walked not uprightly according to the truth of the gospel, I said unto Peter before them all, If thou, being a Jew, livest after the manner of Gentiles, and not as do the Jews, why compellest thou the Gentiles to live as do the Jews?
C. Christians are not TROUBLE MAKERS when they rebuke & admonish the brethren.

a. MATT. 18:15 – Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother.
b. JAMES 5:19-20 – Brethren, if any of you do err from the truth, and one convert him; 20. Let him know, that he which converteth the sinner from the error of his way shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude of sins.
5. THE DEFINITION OF SYMPATHY – Everyone must feel sorry for and suffer with me

A. God STRENGTHENS us and brethren should STRENGTHEN each other.

a. 1 COR. 12:24-26 – For our comely parts have no need: but God hath tempered the body together, having given more abundant honour to that part which lacked:  25. That there should be no schism in the body; but that the members should have the same care one for another.  26. And whether one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or one member be honoured, all the members rejoice with it.
b. 1 THESS. 5:14 – Now we exhort you, brethren, warn them that are unruly, comfort the feebleminded, support the weak, be patient toward all men.
B. The inability to show SYMPATHY to others, but always expecting it from others reveals self-centeredness!
a. GAL. 6:1-2 – Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted.  2. Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ.
6. THE DEFINITION OF COOPERATION – Everyone must do the things that please me.

A. In the work of a congregation, there must be COOPERATION.

a. EPH. 4:11-12 – And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;  12. For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:
b. EPH. 4:16 – From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love.
B. Some have a “rule or ruin” approach, but never realize it because PRIDE blinds them from honest self-examination.

a. LUKE 18:10-12 – Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other a publican.  11. The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican.  12. I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess.
b. PSA. 133:1 – Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!
7. THE DEFINITION OF GOOD PREACHING – Preaching that addresses the sins of everyone except me.

A. Preaching is not defined by the BRETHREN, but by God’s Word.
a. 2 TIM. 4:2-4 – Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.  3. For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears;  4. And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.
B. The fact is, only GOSPEL PREACHING will save us from sin.

a. ROM. 1:14-17 – I am debtor both to the Greeks, and to the Barbarians; both to the wise, and to the unwise.  15. So, as much as in me is, I am ready to preach the gospel to you that are at Rome also.  16. For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.  17. For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith.
CONCLUSION – 

Every Christian is a member of the Lord’s church.
Diotrephes was!

Yet, like him it is possible for us to be more loyal to ... THE CHURCH OF ME!

Do any of its traits describe us?

If they do, we need to repent!

OBEY THE GOSPEL
