THE CHURCH THAT JESUS BUILT

MATTHEW 7:13-14 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – In our lesson today we want to examine the church we can read of in the Bible and compare the church to the modern day churches of our society.  I am going to try to present this material in a way that will be very clear about the distinct differences of the Lord’s church and the modern churches.  I will use the Bible as the sole source of authority for this subject.  I will endeavor to speak the truth in love but yet I will try to be very plain so we can understand the differences between the church spoken of in the Bible and the modern churches of men.

The announcement came like a hammer.  It was brief, straightforward, and authoritative. It was spoken near the ancient city of Caesarea Philippi, but would ultimately influence every city in the world.  

It was spoken before a small group of men, but would affect every human being until the end of time.

It was spoken in approximately 29-30 AD but it was a statement of truth for the ages – It was spoken by Jesus Christ, the Son of God – What was this great announcement that he made so emphatically – MATT. 16:18 – “…I will build my church.”   It was the first declaration of his intent and plan to establish the church.  As a matter of fact, it was the first time Christ used the word “church” to describe His followers.

The Bible clearly proves his “church” was established, and that it is distinct in every way from the churches of men.

In our lesson today we will endeavor to study about “THE CHURCH THAT JESUS BUILT.”
THE CHURCH AND MODERN CHURCHES:

1. THE CHURCH THAT JESUS BUILT HAS A BEGINNING – 

a. DAN. 2:44 - Prophesied in the OT

b. MATT. 16:18 – Christ promised to build it.

c. ACTS 2:1-4 – The church that Jesus built was established on Pentecost, that is when it began.  Peter later preached to Cornelius and his household as the Gentiles and relayed what had happened at the beginning – ACTS 11:15
d. ACTS 2:47 – The saved were added to the church

e. ACTS 8:1 – From Pentecost onward the church is always mentioned as being in existence in the scriptures.

2. WHY IS THIS SO IMPORTANT?
a. Because anything with any different beginning date is not the Lord’s church.

i. Roman Catholic – 606 AD

ii. Lutheran - 1520

iii. Episcopalian – 1534

iv. Presbyterian – 1536

v. Baptist – 1607

vi. Methodist – 1739

vii. Mormon – 1830

viii. Seventh Day Adventist – 1830

ix. Christian Scientist – 1866

x. United Pentecostal - 1914

b. What is wrong according to the scriptures to all these churches?  They all began at the wrong time!!!

3. THE CHURCH JESUS BUILT HAD A BEGINNING PLACE – 

a. ISA. 2:2-3 – Prophesied in the OT.

b. LUKE 24:46-47 – Jesus said that Jerusalem would be the beginning place.

4. WHY IS THIS SO IMPORTANT?
a. Because anything that started in a different place is not the Lord’s church!

b. Where did many of the world’s largest denominations begin:

i. Roman Catholic – Rome

ii. Lutheran – Germany

iii. Episcopalian – England

iv. Presbyterian – Switzerland

v. Baptist – Holland

vi. Methodist – England

vii. Mormon – America

viii. Christian Scientist – America

ix. Jehovah’s Witness – America

x. United Pentecostal - America

c. What is wrong according to the scriptures for all these churches?  They all began in the wrong place.

5. THE CHURCH THAT JESUS BUILT HAS A HEAD –

a. EPH. 1:22-23 – Jesus is the one and only head of the church! – COL. 1:18
b.  MATT. 28:18 – As the only head of the church Jesus has all authority- COL. 3:17
6. WHY IS THIS SO IMPORTANT? 

a. Because all churches of men appeal to the wrong source of authority – men not the head which is Christ.

b. GAL. 1:6-9 – Paul gives the churches of Galatia a stern rebuke because they are heeding the teachings of men and disregarding the gospel of Christ.

7. THE CHURCH THAT JESUS BUILT HAS A HEADQUARTERS – 

a. ACTS 2:32-35 – The headquarters are where the head is.  Where is that you might ask?  EPH. 1:20
b. ACTS 7:56 – Stephen even said he saw him there.  Christ standing on the right hand of God.

8. WHY IS THIS SO IMPORTANT? – 

a. Let’s look at the churches of men and see where their headquarters are located.

b. The Lord’s church does not have a denominational headquarters our headquarters are where the head is and that is in heaven.

9. THE CHURCH THAT JESUS BUILT HAS AN ORGANIZATION – 

a. The local church – ACTS 14:23 – Note they ordained elders in every church – every city where they had preached the gospel.

i. 1 COR. 1:2 – church of God at Corinth

ii. PHIL. 1:1 – All the saints in Christ Jesus at Philippi

b. Congregations are autonomous and self governing under the authority of Christ

i. Elders – who oversee the flock – And they must possess certain qualifications – 1 TIM. 3:1-7; TIT. 1:6-9
ii. ACTS 20:28 – Job is to oversee and insure good wholesome spiritual food is being fed to the flock.

iii. 1 PET. 5:1-2 – Can only feed the flock of God among them.  Self governing not joint oversight.

iv. Deacons  - who serve in special capacities as servants, attendants, or ministers – 1 TIM. 3:18-13; PHIL. 1:1
v. Members – 1 COR. 12:24-27 – Now you are members of the body of Christ and members in particular.

10.   WHY IS THIS SO IMPORTANT? 

a. Because the Lord’s church is organized different from the churches of men.

b. Denominational churches are different in organization than the church that Jesus built.

11. THE CHURCH THAT JESUS BUILT HAS A MEANS OF RAISING MONEY  
a. 1 COR. 16:1-2 – Members are responsible to support the local church.

b. 2 COR. 9:7 – Support is not solicited from the world, it is made by the free will offering of each member. Not what you pledge, but what you freely give.

12. WHY IS THIS SO IMPORTANT?
a. Because if we raise money in other ways we are not following the pattern found in the NT.  Opinions are not authority – I can think it is OK to raise money by many different ways but only God’s way pleases him.

b. PROV. 14:12 – Many ways may seem right to man, but if they do not have the authority of Christ those ways lead to death.  

13. THE CHURCH THAT JESUS BUILT HAS A MISSION – 

a. MATT. 28:19-20; MARK 16:15-16 – Our mission is to spread the gospel so all men might have the opportunity to be saved.

b. ACTS 2:44-45; 1 COR. 16:1; 1 TIM. 5:16 – To care for its own members.

c. EPH. 4:12-16 – To perfect and edify the body of Christ.

14. WHY IS THIS SO IMPORTANT?
a. Because churches that have additional works are going beyond the doctrine of Christ.

b. 2 JN. 9 – If we do not abide in the doctrine of Christ in all these areas – evangelism, benevolence, and edification – we have not God!

15. THE CHURCH THAT JESUS BUILT HAS A DISTINCTIVE MESSAGE – 

a. 1 PET. 4:1-4 – It will seem strange to the world when you Jesus and his teachings.

b. JN. 15:18-21 – The gospel and those who proclaim it will not be well received.

16. WHY IS THIS SO IMPORTANT?
a. Because the message of the world will appeal to the worldly – Remember our text broad way – the way of the world – many will follow it, but the narrow way the way of truth relatively few will choose that path.

b. 2 TIM. 4:1-4 – Paul told Timothy that many would turn their ears from the truth, but preach the word anyway.

17. THE CHURCH JESUS BUILT HAS A PATTERN OF WORSHIP – 

a. Lord’s Supper – 1 COR. 11:23-26; ACTS 20:7
b. Singing w/o mechanical instruments – EPH. 5:19; COL. 3:16
c. Giving of our means – 1 COR. 16:1-2
d. Preaching the gospel of Jesus Christ – ACTS 20:7
e. Praying together – ACTS 2:42; 1 COR. 14:15
18. WHY IS THIS SO IMPORTANT?
a. Because any worship offered to God apart from the revealed pattern is vain worship.

b. MATT. 15:8-9 – Their worship was in vain, why?  Because they were following the commandments of men!

19. THE CHURCH JESUS BUILT HAS TERMS OF MEMBERSHIP – 

a. HEAR – ROM. 10:17
b. BELIEVE FROM THE HEART – HEB. 11:6
c. REPENT – ACTS 26:20 

d. CONFESS – ACTS 8:37; ROM. 10:9-10
e. BAPTISM – ACTS 2:38; GAL. 3:26-27 

20. WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT? 

a. Because if you fail to obey the gospel of Jesus Christ you will be lost!

b. JN. 3:5 – Unless a man is born again he cannot enter the kingdom of God

c. MK. 16:16 – If we reject the instructions of the savior we will be condemned.

CONCLUSION – Are you a part of the church, which the Lord built if not then, obey the gospel and he will add you to it today!

