THE THREE CROSSES OF CALVARY

REPENTANCE

INTRODUCTION  - Rom. 1:16, Text – Luke 23: 32-43 -  When we let our minds go back to calvary and think of the suffering of the savior we often reflect on the thief on the cross who repented.  Repentance is a very difficult command for men to obey, because it involvesthe will of man. We have the example of the thief who was in rebellion and would not repent, because he would not change his mind and refused to transform his will to God’s.

Definition – repentance – To change ones mind or purpose, a turning from sin and turning to God

Scriptural references to help us understand this definition

.

1) Gen. 6:6 – Repentance involves a changing of our mind. 

2) Hosea 14: 1-2 – Turn to the Lord and turn from iniquity. 

3) Joel 2: 12 – Turning with your heart. 

4) Prov. 28: 13 – Repentance involves confessing and forsaking.

5) Acts 26: 20 – Repentance is turning to God

OLD TESTAMENT COMMANDS / EXAMPLES

1) Commanded – Isa. 55: 6-7 – seek the Lord and forsake your wicked ways

2) Example – Num. 21: 4-7 – Fiery serpents caused them to change their minds

3) David – Psa. 32: 1-5 – When David tried to cover up his sin he could not be at peace with God

4) David acknowledges his sin – Psa. 51: 1-17 – He repents and pleads for forgiveness

QUESTIONS REGARDING REPENTANCE

1) Are we commanded to repent today?  What does the New Testament teach about repentance?  John the Baptist – Matt. 3: 2-8, Jesus – Matt. 4: 17-20, Luke 13: 3,5 ; 24: 46-47 – The Lord instruct his apostles to preach repentance and remission of sins.  Repentance is universally necessary because sin is universally prevalent.  Did the apostles follow his commands. Acts17: 30-31, 3:19, 2:38

2) Who needs to repent?  All who are in sin – Rom. 3: 23 – Jesus came to this earth to call sinners to repentance – Mk. 2:17, Matt. 9:13

3) What leads men to repent? Rom. 2:4 – the goodness of God – 2 Tim. 2: 25 – We must acknowledge the truth that we are sinners, lost in sin, and we are powerless to solve the problem of sin without help from God.

4) Are there any signs or indications of repentance?  Luke 3: 8 – Bring forth fruits worthy of repentance. 2 Cor. 7: 9-10 – We must have Godly sorry, not the sorrow of the world.  Luke 18: 10-14 – True humility is manifested in repentance.

5) Is repentance necessary for salvation?  Example of the prodical son – Luke 15:11-24 

 Notice the process involved in repentance.

He had to come to his senses

He had to change his mind

He turned to go to his father

He admitted he had sinned to his father

He showed true humility

He realized the blessing he needed in this life were with his father

There will be a lot of people in this life who are just to proud to go to heaven, because they are not willing to admit their sins nailed Jesus to the cross – Acts 2: 36-38 

God wants us to repent – 2 Pet. 3:9 – God is patiently giving us time to repent

You might proudly proclaim that I have repented and I am a child of God – Christians still sin – 1 Jn. 1: 5-10 – We should constantly strive to walk in the light

Look at the example of Simon – Acts 8: 18-24

CONCLUSION – The thief on the cross should impress on our minds the necessity of repentance, as long as I have breath in my body God is giving me the opportunity to repent and obey the gospel – Heb. 5: 8-9

