THE EFFECTS OF SIN IN OUR LIFE

1 SAMUEL 15:10-24 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – Many people in the world fail to see sin in their life – notice the example of Saul – vs.13-14 – vs.19-20 – in vs. 24 he finally admits he sinned because he feared the people.  At the time he committed the sin he did not realize the effect that sin would have in his life.  He did not know that it would cost him being king over Israel. 

Let’s understand what sin is – 1 JN. 3:4 – Sin is a missing of the mark.  JAMES 4:17 – If we know to do good and do it not it is sin.

Sometimes we are just as Saul and do not realize the effect that sin can have on our life, as we study today let’s notice what sin does:

1. SIN ENSLAVES – 

A. Sin enslaves us and it is a merciless master – We have the power to choose – ROM. 6:16 – Sin unto death – Example of alcoholism – We are enticed to drink and after all I am only going to drink socially.  You cannot become an alcoholic if you never take the first drink  If you engage in social drinking, drinking parties and drunkenness over and over then you scan become enslaved to the merciless master of alcoholism – but this is the result of your choice to be a servant of sin. 

B. Note the words of warning form Jesus Christ through the apostle Peter – 2 PET. 2:19 – of whom a man is overcome of the same is he brought into bondage.  This is the description of one who continually (habitually) abides in sin, and is not talking about one who sins during moments of weakness. (not willfully)

C. Results of bondage – Alcoholics are slave to whiskey, wine and beer the so called adult drugs and as a result of their enslavement during an intoxicated moment behind the wheel of an automobile they take the life of a small child or teenager.

1) Fathers who drink can cause their families to go w/o the necessities of life so they can buy alcohol. – Think of the damage done to families by those under the influence of alcohol - fornication. – PROV. 23:29-35 

2) Think of the crimes committed under the influence of alcohol – murders, rapes, thefts – Don’t be deceived about alcohol and the effect it can have on you – PROV. 20:1 – HEB. 3:12-15 – Sin can deceive us and cause us to be hardened

2. SIN SPOTS -  

A. We as Christians are to hate the sin that spots the lives of many in the world – JUDE vs.20-23 

B. Note what God says we must do if we want to have pure and undefiled religion – JAMES 1:27 – We must endeavor to keep ourselves unspotted from the world.  In God eyes one living in sin is unclean, because he has spots.

C. God says these spots can cause spiritual death – EPH. 2:1 – As Christians we are joined to Christ and we must remain unspotted or unblemished – EPH. 5:25-27
D. The world is spotted with sin and God does not want us to conform to this world – ROM. 12:1-2 – God wants us to present our bodies as holy – w/o spot

E. This is not to say we never sin as Christians but no man can go to heaven spotted with sin – So we need to take care of sin while we have the opportunity to repent – ACTS 8:14-24 and if you are not a Christian you must be cleansed also – ACTS 22:16 – ACTS 2:38 – Free yourself from the mire of sin and come out from among those who walk in sin and darkness– 2 COR. 6:14-18
3. SCARS – 

A. God has a spiritual law concerning a life lived in sin – GAL. 6:7-9 – If we sow a life of sin we will reap the scars and consequences of that sin in our life –I.E. – surgery there will be a scar where the incision was made, and the same is true spiritually speaking – I.E. David – He stole Uriah’s wife and committed adultery with her and then had Uriah killed, but sin left its ugly scars – death of the innocent child – PSA. 51:1-4 – My sin is ever before me.  Even though we know God forgives us of our sin it is often times hard for us to forgive ourselves.  We had talked about alcohol earlier, what if a man who is under the influence of alcohol kills his wife because he becomes angry and is not in control of his emotions as he normally would be if he were sober.  He will be scarred for the rest of his life and so will his family.  Sin can be forgiven but it has consequences and it will scar.

B. We cannot rebel against God’s will and win – NUM. 14:6-9 – What did they do? 

C. Best cure for the scars of sin – PSA.19:13-14 – Prevention - Keep back thy servant from sin

4. SIN SEPERATES – 

A. ISA. 59:1-2 – Sin separates us from God

B. Wages of this sin is death – ROM. 6:23 – Lousy pay.  Sin is described as walking in darkness and there is no darkness in God at all – 1 JN. 1:5-6 – God can have no fellowship with sin and darkness

C. If I am in sin and have no fellowship with God, I am removed from all the spiritual blessings available in Christ. – EPH. 1:3 – That is why it is important to show our love and concern for those in sin, because we should want them to enjoy the spiritual blessings available in Christ – JAMES 5:19-20
D. If we refuse to repent of sin we will be eternally separated from God – 2 THESS. 1:7-9 Not only can sin separate us from the spiritual blessings of God in this life it can also effect us in the life to come – MATT. 25:41-46 – Sin separate us in eternity – REV. 22:14-15
CONCLUSION – Even though sin separates us from God and he abhors our sin.  He has made it possible for us to be reconciled to him thru Jesus Christ – ROM. 5:8-9 – How do we contact this blood, which can justify us – ROM. 6:1-7 – In baptism

