THE FAITH OF NOAH

HEBREWS 11:7 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – Is it right to condemn other people?   My guess is many would be quick to jump on the bandwagon and answer this kind of question with a resounding – NO!  Yet there might be some who would answer yes!

If the question was posed to you, “do you condemn other people?”  Again most would be quick to answer, NO!  There would still be some who would not be so quick but nevertheless their answer would still be, NO!  Yet there would still be some who would answer, YES!  Those of you who have answered NO thus far, would you condemn those who have answered YES?   GOTCHA!!!!
Is it right to condemn other people?  Believe it or not there is a sense in which it is proper to condemn other people!   In fact, you must condemn others to be right with God!

In our lesson today we want to look at how Noah condemned the world and how we must do the same – HEB. 11:7 – TEXT - By faith Noah, being divinely warned of things not yet seen, moved with godly fear, prepared an ark for the saving of his household, by which he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness which is according to faith. 
THE FAITH OF NOAH: 
1. HOW DID NOAH CONDEMN THE WORLD? – By just being righteousness – GEN. 6:5-9 – Why did Noah find grace in the eyes of God?  Because he was righteousness.

a. BY HIS FAITH – 
1.) GEN. 6:9 – “This is the genealogy of Noah. Noah was a just man, perfect in his generations. Noah walked with God.” 
2.) HEB. 11:7 – By faith Noah, being divinely warned of things not yet seen, moved with godly fear, prepared an ark for the saving of his household, by which he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness which is according to faith.
b. BY HIS PREACHING – 
1.) 2 PET. 2:5 – “and did not spare the ancient world, but saved Noah, one of eight people, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood on the world of the ungodly” Noah was a preacher of righteousness but not very successful by the world’s standards.

2.) LUKE 17:26-27 – “And as it was in the days of Noah, so it will be also in the days of the Son of Man: 27 They ate, they drank, they married wives, they were given in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, and the flood came and destroyed them all.” - Noah preached but the world did not listen.

c. BY HIS WORSHIP – 

1.) GEN. 6:9 – “This is the genealogy of Noah. Noah was a just man, perfect in his generations. Noah walked with God.” states that Noah was a just and perfect man before implies that he continued to worship God even though no one else would join him other than his family.

2.) GEN. 8:20 – It is interesting to note the first thing that Noah did when he got off the ark – “Then Noah built an altar to the LORD, and took of every clean animal and of every clean bird, and offered burnt offerings on the altar.”
d. BY HIS OBEDIENCE – 

1.) GEN. 6:9 - “This is the genealogy of Noah. Noah was a just man, perfect in his generations. Noah walked with God.” Oh that it could be said of us that we walk with God

2.) HEB. 11:7 - By faith Noah, being divinely warned of things not yet seen, moved with godly fear, prepared an ark for the saving of his household, by which he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness which is according to faith.  He obeyed God because he had a deep respect and reverence for the Father.  Remember Noah obeyed when no one else was obedient!!!  What a great statement about his faith.
2. NOAH’S CONDEMNATION CAN BE SUMMARIZED LIKE THIS:

a. If Noah’s FAITH was right, then the others were condemned because of their UNBELIEF.

b. If Noah PREACHED the truth, then the others were condemned because they did not believe the truth he PREACHED.

c. If Noah’s WORSHIP pleased God, then the others were condemned because they did not WORSHIP God like Noah.

d. If Noah OBEYED God, then the others were condemned because they did not OBEY God.

e. The RIGHTEOUSNESS of Noah made the WICKEDNESS of others more evident.

3. OTHERS WHO CONDEMNED THE WORLD – 

a. ABEL – 
1.) GEN. 4:5-7 – Abel condemned his brother by his obedient faith.
2.) HEB. 11:4 – Abel condemned Cain without ever pointing a finger just simply by his actions.

b. NINEVEH – 

1.) JONAH 3:1-2, 5, 10 – They condemned those in Jesus time because they repented at the preaching of Jonah.

2.) MATT. 12:41 – Nineveh condemned the cities where Jesus preached because they would not repent.

4. HOW FAITHFUL CHRISTIANS CONDEMNED THE WORLD – 

a. 1 COR. 6:2 – God’s saints will judge (condemn) the world by their righteous living. 

b. 1 PET. 3:1-2 – Married unbelievers can be condemned by the life of a believing spouse

c. ROM. 2:21-27 – It is also possible for the people of God to be condemned by the world when they actually live closer to God than we do.

d. JN. 15:18-24 – Because the righteous living of faithful Christians condemns the world some people will hate us. – 2 TIM. 3:12 – “Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.” 
e. People of the world do not appreciate the Christians attempt to follow God’s pattern.
1.) ONE CHURCH – 

· MATT. 16:18 - And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.  

· ACTS 2:47 – “praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved.”
· EPH. 4:4-6 – “There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your calling; 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.”
2.) PLAN OF SALVATION – 
· MARK 16:16 – Words of Jesus upset many people.
· ACTS 2:38 – Repent and be baptized – The words of Peter upset many.

· GAL. 3:27 – The words of Paul upset many because they have not obeyed the gospel.
3.) WORSHIP – 
· JN. 4:24 – This upsets many people because they do not worship God in spirit and truth.
· EPH. 5:19 – They do not make melody in their heart they make melody on a musical instrument.

· ACTS 20:7 –They do not follow the example of the early church in regard to the Lord’s Supper.

· 1 COR. 16:1-2 – They do not follow the NT pattern for giving.

· ACTS 2:42 – How effective can their prayers be when they do not attempt to follow god’s pattern in any other act of eo
4.) WORK – 
· MATT. 28:19-20 – “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age." Amen. 
· ACTS 2:44-45 – “Now all who believed were together, and had all things in common, 45 and sold their possessions and goods, and divided them among all, as anyone had need. 

· EPH. 4:12 – “for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ,”
· PHIL 4:14-15 - Nevertheless you have done well that you shared in my distress. 15 Now you Philippians know also that in the beginning of the gospel, when I departed from Macedonia, no church shared with me concerning giving and receiving but you only.
5.) MANNER OF LIFE – 
· ROM. 12:1-2 – “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.”
· COL.3:5-10 – “Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 6 Because of these things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience, 7 in which you yourselves once walked when you lived in them. 8 But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds, 10 and have put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who created him,”
· TITUS 2:11-12 – “For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, 12 teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age,”
CONCLUSION – Have you been condemned?  It could be that you have not been taught right!  If you have been taught right it could be you are not living right!

If you are not living right then you will not die right!!!

If you do not die right you will not go to heaven!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

OBEY THE GOSPEL – TODAY!
