THE FOOLISHNESS OF GOD
1 CORINTHIANS 1:18-25
INTRODUCTION – There are many in the world today who reject the preaching of the gospel and view it as utter foolishness to believe.  They come to this conclusion based on their own human reasoning.  They reason: How can it be that from a man condemned to death that both salvation and life are available; How could a condemned man who did not save himself save others?  Although the unbeliever views the gospel and God’s power to save as foolishness, the believer views the gospel, the word of the cross, as salvation.
A long time ago, God said, "For My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My ways, saith Jehovah.  For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts" ISA. 55:8-9. It has always been a mistake for man to "judge God" by our human standards and human wisdom.  Looking only from the human perspective, many things of God appear to be foolish.  But that is only because we try to judge God according to our own wisdom. His way is always best, whether we see the purpose behind it or not!

The purpose of this lesson is to examine some instances of “the foolishness” of God and to help us understand the importance of submitting to the wisdom of God.

FOOLISHNESS OF GOD:

I. NOAH – Build an ark a flood is coming.
A. GEN. 2:4-7 - This is the first mention of rain in the Bible.

B. GEN. 6:11-14 – Imagine the surprise that Noah must have felt when God told him to build an ark.

C. GEN. 6:22, 7:1 - The promise of God was that Noah, and his house would be saved in the ark, and that all those outside of the ark would perish in the flood.  Did Noah view the commandment of God as foolishness?
D. HEB. 11:7 – From the standpoint of man’s wisdom this is surely an example of the "foolishness of God." No record of rain on the earth before this, but Noah was told to build a huge boat to save his family and the animals God told him to take on board the ark. 
E. 2 PET. 2:5 - Can you imagine the "fun" that others had as the laughed at Noah?  As Noah, “a preacher of righteousness,” explained why he was building the ark, The laughter must have been deafening as the people ridiculed this "foolishness of God."  But their laughter was soon to be drowned out.  Literally!  The only foolishness was theirs, in rejecting God and the words of Noah.
II. NAAMAN – Go wash in the river Jordan 7 times.

A. 2 KINGS 5:1-15 - When Naaman came to the prophet of God, Elisha didn't go through some mystical "hocus pocus" to make an impression upon the captain.  He gave God's remedy, in simple terms, through the mouth of his own servant.  He told Naaman, to "Go wash in the Jordan seven times."  To Naaman this seemed to be a foolish suggestion and therefore he went away in a rage.  But Naaman's own servant asked his master, "if he had told you some great thing to do would you not have done it."  "Why not accept this seemingly small thing and possibly it will cure your leprosy."  Naaman agreed, he went to the Jordan and dipped seven times and he came forth cleansed of his leprosy. From the human point of view, Naaman's reasoning was flawless:  He said:  "Are not the rivers of Damascus better than all the waters of Israel?"  But the power was not in the waters of Jordan, but the power was in the God of Israel.  No, the Jordan, in and of itself couldn't cure anyone of leprosy.  It cured Naaman, because God willed it to be so and what God willed, God fulfilled.
B. MARK 16:16 - There are many today who reason like Naaman.  They read the words of Jesus, where He says:  "He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved" and they react just as Naaman reacted at first.  "Why isn't some other way just as good as being baptized in water?"  "Water doesn't save".  Well, of course water doesn't save -- God saves.  But when the same God that told Naaman to "Go dip seven times in the Jordan" tells us today to "believe and be baptized".  Does He not mean it as in the case of Naaman and his cleansing?
C. ACTS 22:16 - When Saul of Tarsus was blind and praying to God in Damascus, Ananias came to him and told him what God wanted him to do. Just like Naaman whose leprosy was not cured until he did what God told him to do. Neither was Saul’s sins washed away until he was baptized. If it seems foolishness to you to be baptized for the remission of your past sins, so did it seem foolishness to Naaman to dip seven times in the Jordan.  Was Naaman cleansed?  Was it by the waters of the Jordan?  No!  It was by the power of God.  The dipping was to fulfill the requirements of God for cleansing.  So, it is with us today.  Baptism is the requirement of God for the cleansing of our past sins. 
III. JERICHO – March around it for 7 days.
A. JOSHUA 6:1-5 - Israel had come out of the wilderness after forty years of wandering.  Now they faced the armed and fortified city of Jericho.  How can they breach the wall and take the city?  God has the answer.  Does his answer sound as foolishness?

B. HEB. 11:30 - From a military standpoint, that was about as foolish a plan as was ever devised.  But such is often the case when God is left out!  By faith the walls fell down. The tactic that man could have called "foolish" worked because it was from God and was executed by those who trusted in him.

C. 2 COR. 5:7 – We are to live and walk by faith. In our lives we are daily beset by problems.  Jericho’s are placed in our path that we cannot overcome by our wisdom and strength, but when we fully place our trust in God he will deliver us.
D. HEB. 13:5 – God will never forsake us as long as we trust his word.

E. ROM. 8:37 – We are more than conquerors thru Christ.

IV. BRAZEN SERPENT – Will cure snakebite.
A. NUM. 21:4-11 - While Israel journeyed through the wilderness, they often murmured against God.  He chastened them, in order to bring them to repentance.  An example of this is given here as we read of Him sending fiery serpents among them and when they were bitten by these serpents they would die from the bite.  Moses was told to make a serpent of brass and place it upon a pole and when one was bitten by a serpent he could look upon that serpent on the pole and be cured of his bite.  No doubt such would seem foolishness to the Israelites, but it worked. I have never met the man yet who can explain the medical principle of being cured by a brazen serpent placed upon a pole. How can looking upon such a serpent of brass cure snakebite? Foolishness one might say!  It would be foolishness if God is left out of the equation.  But remember:  "The foolishness of God is wiser than men."  Everyone cured of snakebite in the wilderness was cured in God's way.  All the rest of them that were bitten died.
B. ECCL. 12:13 – We do not have the right to sit and question the wisdom of God.  Our sole purpose is to fear God and keep his commandments.

C. LUKE 6:46 – Jesus is still asking us today why do we call him Lord, Lord and do not do the things which he says..

D. HEB. 5:9 – Christ is still today the author of salvation to all those who obey him. Have you obeyed him?

E. HEB. 2:3 – Are you neglecting the great salvation available in Christ?  We begin to neglect it when we place our wisdom above the wisdom of God.
CONCLUSION – 
God makes his wisdom known to us.

Do we consider it foolishness?
If we are to be saved it will be because we submit to the wisdom of God!

