THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT
GALATIANS 5:19-26 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – In our previous lesson today we studied the topic of “What Does Faith Require?”  We broke it down into 3 simple principles required of one who is being faithful – Believing, Trusting, and Obeying.  In our lesson currently under consideration we will see there is fruit we must bear as Christians in order to walk in the Spirit.

GAL. 5:22-26 – But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. 24 And those who are Christ's have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 26 Let us not become conceited, provoking one another, envying one another. 

Is a perfect characterization of Christ, as always Christ is our example in all things and that is why Peter by inspiration instructs us to walk in his steps – 1 PET. 2:21 - For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that you should follow His steps: Christ is our example in love, for the most loving and loveable being in the universe is God.
THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT:

I. LOVE – What is Love?  The Bible Defines love for us.
A. 1 JN. 4:7-11 – God is love and without God we would not know what love is.

B. 1 JN. 4:19 – We can love God because he showed us what love encompasses.  He set the example.

C. JN. 3:16 – How did God express his love for us?

D. ROM. 5:6-11 – God loved us even before we were reconciled – when we were enemies.

II. LOVE – Of God

A. MATT. 22:37-40 – Proper priorities of our love.  God must be first.
B. JN. 14:15, 21-24 – How do we show our love for God?  I.E. – Gift on birthday

C. 1 JN. 5:1-5 – If we love God we will keep his commandments.

D. 2 JN 6 – Love is to walk in the keeping of the commandments of God.

E. JAMES 1:12- James informs us of the reward that awaits those who love God.

III. LOVE  - Of Others

A. Neighbors

1. MATT. 19:19 – Love your neighbor

2. LUKE 10:30-37 – Story of Good Samaritan

3. JN. 13:34-35 – Love other disciples.

4. JN. 15:12-14, 17 – Christ commands us to love one another – I.E. – I just cannot love them because they did …..to me.
5. ROM. 13:8-10 – Love will do no harm to others.

B. Brethren 

1. ROM. 12:9-10 – Prefer one another
2. EPH. 4:1-2 – Forbear with one another in love

3. 1 THESS. 4:9 – Love one another.

4. HEB. 13:1 – Let brotherly love continue

5. 1 PET. 3:8 – Love as brothers

6. 1 JN. 4:20-21 – Proper expression of love is important.

C. Enemies

1. LUKE 6:27-36 – Love our enemies is a very difficult command for us to obey. 
2. PROV. 16:7 – When we live and love in a way that pleases God we will be at peace wit our enemies.

IV. LOVE – Personal application
A. 1 COR. 16:13-14 – How do we watch and stand fast?  Let everything be done by love.
B. EPH. 5:1-2 – Walk in love.

C. 1 COR. 13:1-8 – We could do all these things and if they are not motivated by love they are nothing.

CONCLUSION – 

If we are to bear the fruit of the Spirit we must be able to love as God would have us to love.

Is the motivating factor for all your service to God love?

Do you love God?
