THE GOOD SHEPHERD
JOHN 10:1-18 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – Jesus is spoken of in the scriptures as the good shepherd.  We are not very familiar in this modern era with the responsibilities involved in being a shepherd.  In bible times the people were very familiar with the work involved in being a shepherd so John by inspiration records the words of Jesus regarding his status as the good shepherd.  Our endeavor in this lesson today will be to learn more about Jesus our good shepherd.

WHAT IS INVOLVED IN BEING A GOOD SHEPHERD?

I. THE GOOD SHEPHERD CALLS HIS SHEEP – vs. 3
A. 2 THESS. 2:13-14 - Called by the gospel.
B. 2 COR. 5:19-20 – How is this call proclaimed?  Ambassadors

C. 2 TIM. 4:2 – It is proclaimed just as we are doing today – preaching the word.

D. GAL. 3:2 – The sheep hear his voice – I.E.- Dog  

II. THE GOOD SHEPHERD LEADS HIS SHEEP – vs. 3
A. COL. 1:13-14 – Leads out of darkness

B. EPH. 2:1-7 – Leads us out of death

C. ROM. 6:17-18 – Leads us out of the bondage of sin.

D. 1 COR. 15:57 – Leads us out of defeat into victory.

III. THE GOOD SHEPHERD FEEDS HIS SHEEP – vs. 9
A. EZK. 34:1-2, 14-15 – Primary responsibility of shepherd is to make sure the flock is fed.
B. PSA. 23:1-2 – The good shepherd provides food for his sheep.

C. ACTS 20:28-32 – Paul instructs the shepherds over the flock at Ephesus to feed the flock the spiritual food needed to survive. 

IV. THE GOOD SHEPHERD CARES FOR HIS SHEEP – vs. 10
A. 1 PET. 5:6-7 – We can cast all our cares on him because he cares for us.  A shepherd cares for his sheep everyday – in every way – in every place.  How has he shown his care for us?

B. ROM. 6:23 – Saved us from the penalty of sin. 
C. 1 JN. 2:1 – Saved us from the power of sin  

V. THE GOOD SHEPHERD PROTECTS HIS SHEEP – vs. 11-14

A. LUKE 12:22 – He protects us from the worries of this life

B. LUKE 1:68-75 – He protects us from all our enemies
C. ROM. 8:35-38 – He protects us from evil  

D. 2 THESS. 1:6-10 – He even protects us from the day of his wrath.
VI. THE GOOD SHEPHERD DIES FOR HIS SHEEP – vs.11, 15-18
A. 1 COR. 15:3 – The good shepherd dies for their sins.

B. ROM. 5:6-8 – He dies for the ungodly.

C. 1 PET. 3:18 – He dies in their place.
D. 1 JN. 5:1-4 – He dies so we can have victory over the world
CONCLUSION – 

Is the Lord your shepherd?

Are you enjoying the abundant life made available by the good shepherd?

