THE GREATEST COMMISSION -6

MATT. 28:18-20; MARK 16:15-16; LUKE 24:46-47 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – 

MATT. 28:18-20 - 18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. 19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.

MARK 16:15-16 - 15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. 16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. 

LUKE 24:46-47 - 46 And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day: 47 And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.

Why are these verse referred to as the “Great commission?”  Maybe it is because the implications, ramifications and applications of these verses are so great.  They truly affect our salvation and the salvation of others.  Why did Jesus give this charge to his disciples and how does it affect us today?  This is the last in this series of lessons on the great commission.

These verses are truly great because:

1. GREATEST FAVOR – Have you ever had someone do a favor for you?  The greatest favor we can do for ourselves is to obey the great commission.

a. ROM. 6:16-18 – Salvation is an individual choice.  I chose for me if I will take advantage of the grace of God.  The choice is between sin unto death or obedience unto righteousness - Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one's slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience leading to righteousness? 17 But God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered. 18 And having been set free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness. 
b. ACTS 2:36-41 – Some of those gathered on Pentecost found favor with God – How?  "Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ." 37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, "Men and brethren, what shall we do?" 38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call." 40 And with many other words he testified and exhorted them, saying, "Be saved from this perverse generation." 41 Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three thousand souls were added to them.  How were they to save themselves?  By gladly receiving the word and being baptized into Christ.

c. ACTS 2:47 – Note what happens when we find favor with God - praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved. Then the Lord adds you to his church, not the churches established by men.

2. GREATEST TRAINING – We are now in the Lord’s army and we receive the best training available – the knowledge that comes from the word of God.

a. MATT. 28:20 – “Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you.” – Who? Those who have obeyed the gospel. Why?

b. 2 TIM. 2:2 – We teach all things Christ has commanded so we will be faithful and these faithful men will be able to teach others also! And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.
c. EPH. 6:1-4 – As parents we are instructed to raise our children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord - Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2 "Honor your father and mother," which is the first commandment with promise: 3 "that it may be well with you and you may live long on the earth."  4 And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but bring them up in the training and admonition of the Lord. 
3. GREATEST PERSERVERANCE – We should have the attitude that we will never stop, quit, or give up.

a. HEB. 12:1-3 – Consider Jesus! - Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 For consider Him who endured such hostility from sinners against Himself, lest you become weary and discouraged in your souls.
b. REV. 2:10 – Be faithful to the end. Use perseverance. Do not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer. Indeed, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and you will have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life
c. 2 TIM. 4:6-8 – Example of the apostle Paul.  He preserved unto the end - For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure is at hand. 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing. 
4. GREATEST KNOWLEDGE – That we are saved and can be partakers of the divine nature of God..

a. ACTS 4:12- Salvation is in Christ! Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved." 
b. GAL. 3:26-27 – We can know without a doubt that we are in Christ - For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ
c. 2 PET. 1:3-11 – READ - We become a partaker of God’s divine nature.  Can we have the assurance we will receive eternal life?

5. GREATEST VICTORY – Victory over sin, Satan and death.

a. 1 COR. 15:54-57 – God assures his children they will have victory over sin, Satan and death!  So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory." 55 "O Death, where is your sting? O Hades, where is your victory?"  56 The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord. Note verse 58 – If we continue to be steadfast unmovable and abound in the work of the Lord.

b. 1 JN. 5:4 – Victory is only possible because of our faith - For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world--our faith
c. HEB. 11:6 – But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him  Our faith is what pleases God, and as a result we are victorious.

6. GREATEST BLESSINGS – We will receive the blessings of God’s promises.

a. ACTS 22:16 – Do we want our sins washed away? Then we must obey the great commission, “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved”  That is what Saul did - And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on the name of the Lord
b. JN. 9:31 –Now we know that God does not hear sinners; but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does His will, He hears him.  If we chose to stay in our sins God does not hear our prayers, but if we chose to obey him and become his child he hears us.

c. 1 JN. 5:11-14 – Whom does he hear?  Those who believe on the name of his Son, those who have eternal life!  And this is the testimony: that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. 12 He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. 13 These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal life, and that you may continue to believe in the name of the Son of God. 14 Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us
7. GREATEST JOURNEY – To be on the road that leads to heaven.

a. 2 COR. 5:7 – How are we to walk?  “For we walk by faith, not by sight.”
b. MATT. 7:13-14 – Jesus said only a few are willing to walk this narrow path.   "Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. 14 Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it. 
c.  JN. 14:6 – Why is the pathway narrow? Jesus said to him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.  The truth is narrow, yet it is an exciting and challenging journey.

CONCLUSION – This concludes our series on the great commission.  Hopefully God’s word has pricked your heart and will stir you to greater service in his kingdom

What a challenge we have to daily take up our cross and follow Jesus on this great journey.  Are you following Jesus?  If not then begin today!

