THE GREATEST EXAMINATION

2 CORINTHIANS 13:5 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION -  From time to time we all have some type of physical examination and this usually lets us know the general state of health that we enjoy.  It is usually during these type of examinations that ant type of disease we have is detected.  Today we want to take the greatest examination available for mankind – 2 COR. 13:5 – We must examine ourselves to see if we are in the faith.  Let’s look at the word “examination” and break it down like this – “Exam”  “I”  “Nation”  I need to examine myself to see if I am a member of God’s Holy nation – 1 PET. 2:9.  We need to understand the urgency of being found only in Christ and the church He purchased with his own blood – ACTS 20:28.

If you go to the doctor to take an examination they will invariably ask you some questions and that is what we will do as we take this test together today.  As we pose the questions let’s endeavor to answer them honestly

THE GREATEST EXAMINATION – 

1. ARE WE NEGLECTING A GREAT SALVATION?

a. HEB. 2:1-5 – Just as we can neglect our health we can also neglect the great salvation provided for us by Christ.  Are we giving earnest heed to God’s word or is it just like the word of the doctor that we hear his advise for our physical well being but we choose to ignore it.  I.E. – Doctor says you have cancer but it is 100% curable if you will submit to his recommendations.  The great physician Jesus has a 100% fail proof way for us to be saved but we must submit to it.

b. ACTS 4:12 – Salvation is available only in Christ so if you are trying to obtain it from any other name or source your effort will be in vain.

2. DO YOU REALIZE THAT BEING A CHRISTIAN IS A VOCATION?

a. EPH. 4:1-3 – If you are indeed a member of the Lord’s church, a part of the body of Christ, then you must understand that following Christ is a vocation ( a way of life) not a vacation.

b. 1 COR. 12:13-27 – As members of the body of Christ we each have work peculiar to us that we must do.

c. MATT. 25:24-27 – The one talent man took a vacation instead of using his talent in a vocation.

3. DO YOU RECOGNIZE THE AUTHORITY OF CHRIST?

a. HEB. 2:9-15 – Christ is the captain of your salvation if he is the commander of all you think say and do.

b. JN. 6:28-29 – If you indeed recognize the authority of Christ then you are a believer.

c. LUKE 13:3 – If Christ is the captain of your salvation then you have repented of your sins and turned form sin to service for the master.

d. MATT. 10:32-33 – If Christ is the commander of all we do then we have confessed our allegiance to him.

e. MARK 16:15-16 – If we have truly recognized the authority of Christ then we have been baptized for the salvation of our soul and the forgiveness of our sins.

f. 2 COR. 10:1-5 – Jesus wants us to have a changed life and if He is the commander of all we think say and do then we will.  We will yield our will to his authority.

4. HAVE I MADE THE GREATEST INVESTMENT LIFE CAN AFFORD?

a. ROM. 5:6-9 – Jesus invested everything to make salvation possible. We need to truly consider the great sacrifice he made on our behalf.

b. PHIL. 3:3-8, 13-16 – Paul realized the greatest investment he could possibly make was in Christ.  How do we come to have such strong convictions as the apostle Paul?  Vs. 14

c. ROM. 12:1-2 – God requires sacrifice on my part.

d. 2 TIM. 1:12 – What have I committed to God?  Has my commitment been only partial?  Am I willing to sacrifice to make this great investment?

5. AM I BEING THE BEST EXAMPLE I CAN BE?

a. 1 PET. 2:20-21 – Christ is the one we are to follow.

b. 1 JN. 3:1-3 – If we are following Christ then we will strive to maintain purity in our lives.  4 areas we must maintain purity:

i. Pure in heart – PHIL. 4:8; MATT. 5:8 – The pure in heart will see God.

ii. Words we speak – MATT. 12:35-37
iii. Doing God’s will – HEB. 13:20-21 

iv. Modesty in our apparel – 1 TIM. 2:8-10 – Our apparel should separate us from the world – 2 COR. 6:14-18 – In order to be the best example I can be I must live in the world for I have no choice in that matter, but I should choose to not be of the world and only I can make that decision.

CONCLUSION – This concludes the examination.  Have we failed or passed the test?  We need to realize that one day Christ is going to examine our lives and He will be the final judge as to who has passed or failed – JN. 12:48.

