THE GREATEST NEED

MARK 16:15-16 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – We face many needs each day of our lives the need for food clothing and shelter, the need for good paying jobs to help meet these needs.  We have the need for civil rights; we also have the need for loving families. There are many needs in the day and time which we live such as the need for peace in the Middle East.  All these needs are important and noble, but the greatest need for our world is evangelism that is what Jesus commanded the apostles – MARK 16:15-16 – “Go into all the world and preach the gospel”
The Christians of the first century did just that – ACTS 8:4-5.  The apostles and Christians of the first century aggressively obeyed the commandment of Jesus – COL. 1:23 – why did they do so? They saw the need was great.

THE GREATEST NEED – MAY NOT BE APPARENT TO ALL
A.  WHY IS THE NEED IS SO GREAT? –


1.  The condition of the world – lost in sin – ROM. 3:23 – “All have sinned”

2.  Without Jesus all will die in their sins – JN. 8:24  


a. Close to home this means relatives, friends, neighbors – What are we 


    doing for them?



b. What does this mean in nations far away – ROM. 10:13-15?


3. The condition of the church – 1 TIM. 3:15


a. Many congregations have lost their focus they are little more than a 


    social club.  Many congregations are declining in numbers and little is 

                being done to convert others.

B.  WHY IS THIS NEED NOT BEING MET? – 


1.  Lack of concern – 



a. LUKE 19:10 – Notice the Lord’s cause – to seek and save the lost!



b. ROM. 10:1 – Not concerned for those lost and dying in sin like Paul.



c. JN. 15:1-2 – Not concerned for their own welfare – in danger by failing 

     to bear fruit.  Do we really care?

2.  Lack of knowledge – 



a. MATT. 28:28-20 – Perhaps unaware that Jesus calls us to this mission.


b. HEB. 5:12 – Maybe we are not ready to teach others and need to be 

                taught again.



c. JN. 1:45-46 – Not knowing what to say, it may be as simple as saying 

                come and see.


3.  Lack of courage – fear of being rejected by loved ones, and friends.  People 

     are not rejecting us but Christ.


a. 1 PET. 4:14-16 – If we are reviled for the name of Christ we are 

   
    blessed.



b. GAL. 1:10 – If we are servants of Christ we are seeking to please God.


c. We must overcome our fears to save those who are lost.

4.  Lack of faith – Those who do not believe the word of God is true


a. ROM. 3:23 – When it describes the sinful condition of the world.



b. ROM. 6:23 – The wages of sin is death.



c. REV. 21:8 – Consequences of sin



d. PHIL. 4:13 – Those who do not believe in the ability of God himself 


    that he can give them the strength they need to do his will.



e. JAMES 1:5 – To give us the wisdom needed to teach his word.


f. 2 TIM. 1:7 – To give us the courage to share his will with others.


5.  Lack of focus – 



a. LUKE 8:14 – We become distracted by the things of this world. And as 


    a result we do not bear fruit.



b. LUKE 16:13 – Trying to do the impossible serving two masters.



c. 1 JN. 2:15-17 – We are instructed to love not the world.  The love of 


    the world is a major reason why we do not evangelize as we should 


    today! Are we willing to seek first the kingdom of God and make its 


    growth our a priority?

C.  WHY DO WE ALL NEED TO BE PERSONAL WORKERS? – 


1. To fulfill the command of Christ – MATT. 28:19

2. To show our love for others – MATT. 22:39 – Do we love others?  Do we  

     love ourselves?



a. MATT. 13:8 – Who planted the seed in your heart?  Love for another is 

    a debt that can never be fully repaid – Do you appreciate the one 


    who 
taught you the truth?



b. MATT. 5:44-45 – We are to even love our enemies.  What greater love 


    can we show to others?


3.  To be like the early church – ACTS 5:41-42 – Even in the face of persecution 

     they taught the truth to others! We must not only follow the pattern of 

 
     organization and worship but we must also demonstrate the same zeal 


     for the Lord’s cause.


4. Because of the terror of the Lord – 



a. 2 COR. 5:10-11 – The reality of judgment day should motivate us to 


    action.



b. MATT. 7:13-14 – Jesus spoke often about the great number of souls 


    being lost.


5.  Because of the joy of seeing souls saved – 



a. LUKE 15:7-10 – Joy in heaven over sinners that repent.



b. 1 THESS. 2:20 – Paul referred to those who obeyed the truth as his 


    “glory and joy.”



c. 3 JN. 4 – John had no greater joy than to see his children walk in truth.

CONCLUSION – The purpose of this lesson is twofold to stress that the greatest need of the church is to get back to its original mission and secondly that the greatest need of Christians is to be personal workers in the vineyard of the Lord
