THE IMPOSSIBILITY OF APOSTASY

TEXT- 2 Timothy 4:1-4

INTRODUCTION -   

The impossibility of apostasy is a religious doctrine prevalent in the world today.  We want to examine what the Bible teaches in regard to this doctrine to see if it is true or false.  If the Bible agrees with this doctrine then it is true, but if it disagrees then we must dismiss this doctrine as the teaching of man and not the teaching of God. 

 This doctrine as stated by those proclaiming it professes that “ they whom God hath accepted, effectually called and sanctified by his spirit, can neither totally nor finally fall away from the state of grace, but shall certainly preserve therein to the end, and be eternally saved.  

In other words in everyday language, a child of God cannot so sin as to fall from the grace of God and be eternally lost.”  Once in grace always in grace, or once saved always saved.  This doctrine would be very comforting to any Christian if it were true.  Let’s open our Bibles and see what God has to say about this teaching and determine if it is from God or man.

1. This doctrine appears to deny plain Bible passages – 

A. 2 PET. 2:20-22 – Notice Peter says it was better for them not to have   known the way of righteousness than to know it and turn away from it.

B. HEB. 6:4-6 – “If they shall fall away”  Sounds like you can fall from grace

C. Examples – GAL. 5:1-4 – In their attempt to bind circumcision  they were severed from Christ – Paul clearly states these Jews who were now Christians would fall from grace if they attempted to keep the old law specifically the law of circumcision.

D. Warnings – Paul warned the Christians at Corinth of certain dangers – 1 COR. 10:5-12 – Notice Paul told them to beware because many fell before in their service to God – 1 TIM. 4:1-3 – Paul warned Timothy that some would depart from the faith – HEB. 11:6 – cannot please God w/o faith and God’s grace covers only those who walk by faith – EPH. 2:8-9 – Saved by grace – God’s part thru faith, which is man’s part.

E. Exhortations to be faithful – HEB. 2:1-3 – Why should we study and give the more earnest heed if we can’t slip or fall away?  God exhorts us thru his word to not neglect this great salvation.  Notice the exhortation that Paul gave to Timothy – 1 TIM. 4:12-16
2. This doctrine of the impossibility of apostasy appears to deny clear Bible
Illustrations - 
A. JN. 15:1-8 – The branch is saved by abiding in the vine, but if it bears no fruit  then it is taken away and men cast it into the fire.

B. Examples – 1 TIM. 1:19-20 – Hymenaeus and Alexander made shipwreck of their faith.  2 TIM. 4:9-10 – Demas hath forsaken me, he is no longer bearing fruit.  3 JN. 9-10 – Diotrephes

3. This doctrine of the impossibility of apostasy would make Bible teaching
regarding restoration unnecessary – 

A. GAL. 6:1-2 – This would be a waste of time and foolishness if one can never fall so as to be lost eternally.

B. JAMES 5:19-20 – God states that a brother in error is on his way to eternal spiritual death if he persists in sin  - Why? – Did God make a mistake, NO we can so sin as to lose our soul that is why we should have the proper love and concern for one another.

4. This doctrine would make it impossible for a Christian to sin –

A. Those who teach the impossibility of apostasy as doctrine affirm that sin will cause a person to be lost, yet they say a Christian cannot be lost, therefore they deny a Christian can sin – 1 JN. 1:6-10 – Two choices as Christians to walk in the light or darkness, if we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves.

B. How can we explain all the passages in God’s word that command us to abstain from ungodliness – ROM. 6:1-2 – God does not want us to continue in sin.  TITUS 2:11-12 – God wants us to deny ungodliness

C. Example – Christians at Corinth – 1 COR. 6:9-11- They were no longer abiding in sin

5. This doctrine would also make it impossible for our names to be removed from the book of life – 

A. REV. 3:5 – Does God’s word here state that I will be eternally saved with no chance of being lost – NO, he that overcomes, but what if we don’t overcome.

B. REV. 22:18-19- God adds our names to the book of life when we obey the gospel and he takes it out if we disregard his word – that is why false teaching needs to be pointed out because it involves the souls of men.

C. REV. 2:10 – Why the urgent need to endure to the end and be faithful unto death – after all if this doctrine is true our salvation is secure.

6. This doctrine would also make it unnecessary to have any regard for our brothers conscience – 

A. ROM. 14:13 – Why should I worry about how I treat my brother if neither he or I can be lost anyway? ROM. 14:21
B. PHIL. 2:1-4 – Paul exhorts the brethren to look out for his brother

C. MATT. 25:41-46 – The judgment scene – Did not take care of my brothers needs

CONCLUSION – Is this doctrine from God?  We can clearly see that it is not from God it is the teaching of man in his effort to make Christianity more comfortable and sooth his conscience.  What are the end results if we do not deal with our sinfulness – We like those described by Matthew will go away into eternal punishment.  The truth is God does not want this to happen to us.  JN. 8:32 – We are set free from sin by contacting the blood of Jesus – ROM. 6:3 – “Know ye not that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?  Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death.”
