THE LIFE OF A CHILD OF GOD

GALATIANS 3:26-27 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – Everyone who has obeyed the gospel is a child of God – Note Paul’s address to the Christians in Galatia – GAL. 3:26-27 - For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. 27 For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.
Does this mean in our life we will face no problems?  Certainly not as trials do come to us even thought we are God’s children.

THE LIFE OF A CHILD OF GOD -  

1. TRIALS WILL COME - Why to produce patience –

A. JAMES 1:2-3 -  My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, 3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience. 4 But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing – As we noted last week we can escape and overcome trials and temptations.
B. 1 PET. 1:6-7 – To increase our faith - In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have been grieved by various trials, 7 that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ,
2. PERSECUTIONS WILL COME – 

A. 2 TIM. 3:12 – If you are a child of God this is guaranteed - Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.
B. MATT. 5:10-12 – There is a reward for those who endure the persecutions - Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11 "Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. 12 Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.
C. 1 PET. 2:19-20 – We can rejoice when we have done what is right and suffer for it - For this is commendable, if because of conscience toward God one endures grief, suffering wrongfully. 20 For what credit is it if, when you are beaten for your faults, you take it patiently? But when you do good and suffer, if you take it patiently, this is commendable before God.
3. SORROWS WILL COME – 

A. ACTS 20:35-38 – The Christians of the first century felt sorrow in their lives - I have shown you in every way, by laboring like this, that you must support the weak. And remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He said, 'It is more blessed to give than to receive.' " 36 And when he had said these things, he knelt down and prayed with them all. 37 Then they all wept freely, and fell on Paul's neck and kissed him, 38 sorrowing most of all for the words which he spoke, that they would see his face no more. And they accompanied him to the ship.
4. TEMPTATIONS WILL COME – 
A.  1 COR. 10:13 - But God is faithful to provide us a way to escape -No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it. 
B. HEB. 2:18 – Christ understands how we feel - For in that He Himself has suffered, being tempted, He is able to aid those who are tempted. 

REASONS TO REJOICE - Even though we face trials, persecutions, sorrows and temptations we have reason to rejoice as children of God – 

1. 2 COR. 5:!7 – We are a new creature in Christ - Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.
2. JN. 3:3-5 – We are born again - Jesus answered and said to him, "Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God." 4 Nicodemus said to Him, "How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born?" 5 Jesus answered, "Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God
3. JN. 1:11-12 – We are God’s children - He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him. 12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name: How do we become one  - GAL. 3:26-27
4. PHIL. 4:4 – In the Lord is where you find true joy - Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice! 
HOW I SHOULD LIVE AS A CHILD OF GOD –
1. LIFE OF TRUST – 

A. PROV. 3:5 – Trust the Lord, not man, not yourself - Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; 6 In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths. 
B. PROV. 16:20 – Do we want to be happy then trust the Lord - He who heeds the word wisely will find good, And whoever trusts in the LORD, happy is he. 

C. PHIL. 4:6 – At the point you begin to worry you have quit trusting God – It is OK to be concerned and if we are we should pray because worry is sin. - Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God;
D. MATT. 6:25-34 – Listen to Jesus - "Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink; nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food and the body more than clothing? 26 Look at the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 27 Which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his stature? 28 So why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; 29 and yet I say to you that even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 30 Now if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will He not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? 31 Therefore do not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?' 32 "For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. 33 But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you. 34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its own things. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble. 

2. LIFE OF HOPE – 

A. 1 TIM. 6:17 – Do not place your hope on the things of this world - Instruct those who are rich in this present world not to be conceited or to fix their hope on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly supplies us with all things to enjoy. NAS
B. 1 PET. 1:3 – Christians have a living hope - Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead
C. 1 TIM. 1:1 – Christ makes the hope possible - Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus according to the commandment of God our Savior, and of Christ Jesus, who is our hope;
D. TITUS 1:2 – Our hope goes beyond the grave, it is eternal life - in the hope of eternal life, which God, who cannot lie, promised long ages ago, 
3. LIFE OF ACTION -  
A. MATT. 7:21-27 – We must be a doer of his will - "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. 22 Many will say to Me in that day, 'Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?' 23 "And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!' 24 "Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock: 25 and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock. 26 Now everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand: 27 and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall." 
B. HEB. 10:36 – If we have done the will of God we will receive eternal life - For you have need of endurance, so that after you have done the will of God, you may receive the promise: 

C. JAMES 1:22 - But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.
a. Study – 2 TIM. 2:15 - Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 

b. Pray – 1 THESS. 5:17 – Pray without ceasing.

c. Worship – JN. 4:24 - God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.
d. Proper conduct – TITUS 2:11-12 - For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, 12 teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age,

CONCLUSION – As children of God we live a life that has obstacles such as trials, temptations, or persecutions.  Even in the face of these problems we can rejoice because we place our trust in God therefore we can have a life of hope and because we have hope we have a life of action.
As we studied last week we can choose to escape temptation or we can give in – What type of life are you living as a child of God?  Is it pleasing to him – If so it is a life of faith.

If you are not a child of God then you can become one today – OBEY THE GOSPEL!!!
