THE MORE ABUNDANT LIFE
JOHN 10:10 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – Jesus came to seek and save the lost – LUKE 19:10 – “for the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.”
He wanted us to be saved so we could be prepared for death – REV. 14:13 - Then I heard a voice from heaven saying to me, "Write: 'Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.' " "Yes," says the Spirit, "that they may rest from their labors, and their works follow them." 

He also wanted to teach us how to live – JN. 10:10 - The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.
Are you a child of God?  Are you living the abundant life?  If you are not a Christian you need to understand that the way of life you have chosen is a tough one – PROV. 13:15 - Good understanding gains favor, But the way of the unfaithful (transgressors) is hard.
We can choose the way of the transgressors or the more abundant life which is available in Christ.  The scriptures tell us we will reap what we sow – GAL. 6:7-8 - Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap. 8 For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life. 

If we reject the gospel we need to know the message of man cannot save us –GAL. 1:6-9 - I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who called you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel, 7 which is not another; but there are some who trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed. 9 As we have said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel to you than what you have received, let him be accursed.
What is the more abundant life that Jesus offers?
How do we obtain this abundant life?

THE MORE ABUNDANT LIFE:

I. COMES FROM THE RIGHT “SEED THOUGHTS” – 

A. We must be careful what we put into our hearts – it must be truth.

a. PROV. 4:23 – Are you careful what you put into your heart? Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life.
b. PROV. 23:7 – Speaking of man the writer states - For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he…
c. MATT. 15:18-19 – If our heart is defiled our actions will be also. You put garbage in you get garbage out. But those things which proceed out of the mouth come from the heart, and they defile a man. 19 For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies. 20 These are the things which defile a man…
B. What type of heart do you have? – 

a. LUKE 8:11 – Different types of hearts as described by the soils but only one seed.  The more abundant life requires the use of this one seed the word of God. - "Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. 
b. 1 PET. 1:22-23 – We are born again by this one seed that is incorruptible, the word of God - Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart, 23 having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and abides forever
c. JAMES 1:18-21 – We are begotten by the word - Of His own will He brought us forth by the word of truth, that we might be a kind of first fruits of His creatures. 19 So then, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath; 20 for the wrath of man does not produce the righteousness of God. 21 Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls. 

d. ROM. 1:16 – The gospel has the power to save us it is the message of salvation, but we must obey it - For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek. 
e. ROM. 12:1-2 - God’s word has the power to transform us. - I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 
II. IS A LIFE OF FAITH – 

A. ROM. 1:17, 5:1 – We must live by faith - For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, "The just shall live by faith." 

B. ROM. 10:17 – Our faith is derived from the word of God - So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.
C. HEB. 11:6 – Faith is essential to please God - But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.

D. 1 JN. 5:4 – Faith is required to give us victory and overcome the world - For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world--our faith.
III. IS A LIFE OF OBEDIENCE – 

A. HEB. 5:8-9 – Jesus obeyed his Father and provides a good example for us. I. E. – Children – We desire our children to obey us.  though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the things which He suffered. 9 And having been perfected, He became the author of eternal salvation to all who obey Him,
B. 1 PET. 1:18-22 – We purify our souls by obedience to the truth - knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot. 20 He indeed was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you 21 who through Him believe in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God. 22 Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart,
C. ROM. 6:16-18 – We choose who we will obey in this life.  Why not choose Jesus and the more abundant life? Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one's slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience leading to righteousness? 17 But God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered. 18 And having been set free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.
D. ROM. 6:3-4 – Obedience onto righteousness gives us a new way of life –Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life
E. 2 COR. 5:17 – We are new creature in Christ - Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.
IV. IS A LIFE OF EMOTIONAL MATURITY – 

A. PHIL. 4:4-9, 13 – Paul gives us the recipe for happiness.  We are not living the abundant life if our life is constantly on the verge of some emotional crisis - Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness be known to all men. The Lord is at hand. 6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; 7 and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. 8 Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy--meditate on these things. 9 The things which you learned and received and heard and saw in me, these do, and the God of peace will be with you.
B. 1 PET. 3:8-12 – Listen to the advice of Peter.  Do not go looking to pick a fight or start an argument.  Finally, all of you be of one mind, having compassion for one another; love as brothers, be tenderhearted, be courteous; 9 not returning evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary blessing, knowing that you were called to this, that you may inherit a blessing. 10 For "He who would love life And see good days, Let him refrain his tongue from evil, And his lips from speaking deceit. 11 Let him turn away from evil and do good; Let him seek peace and pursue it.  12 For the eyes of the LORD are on the righteous, And His ears are open to their prayers; But the face of the LORD is against those who do evil."  
C. 1 PET. 5:6-7 – We need to know where to go with our burdens. Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time, 7 casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you.
D. ROM. 8:28 – Strive to maintain a positive outlook on life.  We need to learn to seek balance in our life. And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose.
V. IS A LIFE OF SELF CONTROL – 

A. 1 COR. 9:27 – Listen to the apostle Paul. The Christian must lead a life of self control . But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, when I have preached to others, I myself should become disqualified.
B. GAL. 5:24 – In order to live the abundant life we must put to death the pleasures of the flesh. And those who are Christ's have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.
C. ROM. 8:12-13 – The abundant life is a life of self control, not a life of addiction.  First step toward loosing self control is usually tobacco, then it progresses to alcohol and then to doing drugs whether illegal or prescription.  At first you think you can control your habit but eventually the habit controls you. Therefore, brethren, we are debtors--not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. 13 For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live
D. 1 COR. 6:18 – In today’s society sex sells but God tells us to flee fornication - Flee sexual immorality. Every sin that a man does is outside the body, but he who commits sexual immorality sins against his own body. 
E. EPH. 5:3 – We need to beware of covetousness (materialism) which is a desire to stretch after or a wanting of the things of this world.  This trait does not become the children of God and it does not lead to a more abundant life.   But fornication and all uncleanness or covetousness, let it not even be named among you, as is fitting for saints;
CONCLUSION – Are you living the abundant life in Christ?  Are you living a life abundant in sin? If you do not have the abundant life In Christ it can begin today.
