THE MOST DIFFICULT COMMAND FOR MEN TO OBEY

ACTS 17:30-31- TEXT

INTRODUCTION – In PSA. 1:1-2 it is stated that David loved the law of the Lord and meditated upon it day and night.  We should be as David and continually realize the importance of studying God’s word.  Today we want to consider what the word of God teaches regarding repentance.  It is indeed a most difficult command for men to obey – ACTS 17:30-31 – notice that God commands man to repent this is not something that is optional but something that is absolutely necessary.

Look at the instructions he gave to the apostles in Luke’s account of the great commission – LUKE 24:46-47 – Repentance is universally necessary because sin is universally prevalent – ROM. 3:23 – and it pays wages to all who are entangled in its web – ROM. 6:23.

We can see there is great reluctance on the part of man to repent – GEN. 6:1-5 – note man’s attitude toward repentance in the days of Noah.  Note an example when repentance was taught to an individual – MATT. 14:3-11 – When John taught Herod that it was not lawful for him to have Phillip’s wife, and he did not repent.  

REPENTANCE THE MOST DIFFICULT COMMAND FOR MEN TO OBEY:

1. SALVATION IS NOT AVAILABLE IF MAN DOES NOT REPENT – 

a. ACTS 11:18 - Repentance is in the direction of life.

b. ACTS 2:38 – Repent and be baptized – for the forgiveness of your sins

c. ACTS 3:19 – Repent and be converted – no conversion without repenting.

d. ACTS 8:22 – A Christian who sins must repent.  We can see repentance is important and necessary, but how do the scriptures define repentance?

2. WHAT REPENTACE IS NOT – 

a. MATT. 3:1-8 – It is not a promise to quit one sin or sinning, we must bring forth fruit worthy of repentance.  

b. PSA. 119:104 – A penitent believer hates sin.  When one gives up sin it cannot be done one step at a time, it must be done totally and entirely – I.E. – Alcoholic

c. 2 SAM. 12:1-9 – It is not the covering up of sin, just because we can pull the wool over the eyes of men does not mean we can fool God.  Sins are only covered when they are forgiven and that only happens when one repents – PROV. 28:13 

d. 2 COR. 7:10 – Repentance is not the sorrow of the heart – two kinds of sorrow – 1.)  Godly sorrow 2.) sorrow of the world – sorry I got caught – it leads to death.  One can admit that he is a sinner and believes in Christ and yet not repent – ACTS 26:26-29 – Why was Agrippa almost persuaded to be a Christian?  He was not willing to repent.  

WHAT IS REPENTANCE?

1. ACTS 2:38 – Godly sorrow - Contrast Agrippa to those on Pentecost – they were pricked, convicted, convinced in there heart that they had crucified the Christ and when they asked what they needed to do Peter told them to repent.  

2. 1 THESS. 1:9 – Repentance is when a person turns toward God and is willing to give up those things in their life that are wrong – 1 COR. 6:9-11 – and such were some of you!

3. MATT. 21:28-31 – Repentance is a change of our mind and our will.  It is the making up of one’s mind to cease doing evil and start doing good.  We should be willing to give up anything that stands in the way of our service to  God.

4. LUKE 15:11-24 – It is a conscious decision of our mind to “go” to the Father and let Him supply our needs.  The prodigal son had godly sorrow and verse 19 proved he had reformation of life.  There are a lot of people today who are to proud to go to heaven, but not the prodigal son he showed genuine humility.

5. 1 PET. 5:6 – The scriptures teach that we must deny ourselves and follow Jesus this involves a complete and total surrender of our will to the will of God.

WHY DOES MAN NEED TO REPENT?

1. 2 PET. 3:9 – From the aspect of God’s love for us, he does not want any to perish.

2. JN. 8:21 – If we die in our sins we cannot go where Jesus is.

CONCLUSION – Sin is only covered when God’s requirements are met.  Time will not erase your sins and others cannot repent for you.  What does God require? – Alien sinner the one who has never come to God must – HBRCB – The Christian must also repent  - 1 JN. 1:7-9.

