THE NATURE OF MIRACLES

INTRODUCTION – We hear a lot about miracles today, but are the occurrences which are being considered really miracles.  Does God need miracles to be performed today?  Can people in this day and time perform miracles?

Everything we study we need to prove by the Bible – 1 THESS. 5:21 – “Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.” NKJV – “Test all things; hold fast what is good.”

1 JN. 4:1 – “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world.”   We need to carefully examine everything very carefully in the light of God’s word.

In this lesson we will study the nature and characteristics of miracles found in the Bible and compare them to those “miracles” performed by man today.

We need to begin this study by giving a definition of a miracle – Webster’s 7th New Collegiate Dictionary says – “An extraordinary event or effect in the physical world deviating from the laws of nature.”  Miracles could not and do not occur through natural means or law. This definition would fit the biblical use of the word miracle.

On the other hand there is another definition given to the word miracle because of the way it is used today. “An extremely outstanding or unusual event, thing, or accomplishment” To some people anything that is wonderful is a miracle such as a child being born even though this occurs within the laws of nature.  The word miracle is most often used today in this non-biblical sense.  When someone is not killed in a horrible car accident or when someone has a dreaded disease and recovers people are heard to say, “it was a miracle!”  People often credit unusual events with being a miracle when such is not the case at all.

A miracle is supernatural – above, beyond, and outside the realm of nature.  A miracle comes only from God, not man or any natural working phenomena!

There are many miracles recorded in the Bible.  They establish and demonstrate a marked contrast between the so called miracles of today. A study of the miracles of Christ performed while he was here on earth reveals they fall into five categories:

NATURE OF THE MIRACLES OF JESUS:

1. DEMONSTRATION OF HIS POWER OVER NATURE – 

A. Jesus walking on the sea – MARK 6:47-52* – “Now when evening came, the boat was in the middle of the sea; and He was alone on the land. 48 Then He saw them straining at rowing, for the wind was against them. Now about the fourth watch of the night He came to them, walking on the sea, and would have passed them by. 49 And when they saw Him walking on the sea, they supposed it was a ghost, and cried out; 50 for they all saw Him and were troubled. But immediately He talked with them and said to them, "Be of good cheer! It is I; do not be afraid." 51 Then He went up into the boat to them, and the wind ceased. And they were greatly amazed in themselves beyond measure, and marveled. 52 For they had not understood about the loaves, because their heart was hardened.” 

B. A true miracle is what normally would be looked upon as impossible from the view point of natural laws. It is an act of God which supersedes or suspends natural laws.

C. Other miracles of this category:

a. Water to wine – JN. 2:1-11
b. Draught of fishes – LUKE 5:1-11
c. Tempest calmed - MARK 4:35-41*
d. Fig tree withered – MARK 11:12-14*
e. Second Draught of fishes – JN. 21:1-14
2. DEMONSTRATION OF HIS POWER OVER THE DEMON WORLD – 

A. Demoniac cured – MARK 1:23-28* – “Now there was a man in their synagogue with an unclean spirit. And he cried out, 24 saying, "Let us alone! What have we to do with You, Jesus of Nazareth? Did You come to destroy us? I know who You are--the Holy One of God!" 25 But Jesus rebuked him, saying, "Be quiet, and come out of him!" 26 And when the unclean spirit had convulsed him and cried out with a loud voice, he came out of him. 27 Then they were all amazed, so that they questioned among themselves, saying, "What is this? What new doctrine is this? For with authority He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey Him." 28 And immediately His fame spread throughout all the region around Galilee.”
B. Other miracles in this category:
a. Dumb man possessed of a demon healed – MATT. 9:32-33
b. Demoniac of Gadara healed – MARK 5:1-21*

c. Demoniac who was blind and dumb – MATT. 12:22-23*

d. Canaanite woman’s daughter cured – MATT. 15:22-28*
e. Boy possessed of an unclean spirit cured – MARK 9:14-29*
3. DEMONSTRATED HIS POWER OVER MATERIAL THINGS – 

A. Feeding of the 5000 – MARK 6:35-49 – “When the day was now far spent, His disciples came to Him and said, "This is a deserted place, and already the hour is late. 36 Send them away, that they may go into the surrounding country and villages and buy themselves bread; for they have nothing to eat." 37 But He answered and said to them, "You give them something to eat." And they said to Him, "Shall we go and buy two hundred denarii worth of bread and give them something to eat?" 38 But He said to them, "How many loaves do you have? Go and see." And when they found out they said, "Five, and two fish." 39 Then He commanded them to make them all sit down in groups on the green grass. 40 So they sat down in ranks, in hundreds and in fifties. 41 And when He had taken the five loaves and the two fish, He looked up to heaven, blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to His disciples to set before them; and the two fish He divided among them all. 42 So they all ate and were filled. 43 And they took up twelve baskets full of fragments and of the fish. 44 Now those who had eaten the loaves were about five thousand men.”
B. Other miracles in this category:

a. Feeding of the 4000 – MARK 8:1-10*
b. A fish furnished tribute money – MATT. 17:27
4. DEMONSTRATED HIS POWER OVER DISEASES AND INFIRMITIES – 

A. Nobleman’s son healed – JN. 4:46-54 – “So Jesus came again to Cana of Galilee where He had made the water wine. And there was a certain nobleman whose son was sick at Capernaum. 47 When he heard that Jesus had come out of Judea into Galilee, he went to Him and implored Him to come down and heal his son, for he was at the point of death. 48 Then Jesus said to him, "Unless you people see signs and wonders, you will by no means believe." 49 The nobleman said to Him, "Sir, come down before my child dies!" 50 Jesus said to him, "Go your way; your son lives." So the man believed the word that Jesus spoke to him, and he went his way. 51 And as he was now going down, his servants met him and told him, saying, "Your son lives!" 52 Then he inquired of them the hour when he got better. And they said to him, "Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever left him." 53 So the father knew that it was at the same hour in which Jesus said to him, "Your son lives." And he himself believed, and his whole household. 54 This again is the second sign Jesus did when He had come out of Judea into Galilee.”
B. Jesus proved he also had power over distance by healing his osn who was not present.

C. Other miracles in this categories:

a. Peter’s mother-in-law healed – MARK 1:30-31*
b. A man full of leprosy healed – MARK 1:40-44*
c. Man carried by four sick with the palsy cured – MARK 2:1-12*
d. Man with withered hand restored – MARK 3:1-5*
e. Woman with issue of blood healed – MARK 5:25-34*
f. Sight restored to 2 blind men – MATT. 9:27-31
g. Diseased cripple at Bethesda cured – JN. 5:1-9
h. Centurion’s servant healed – MATT. 8:5-13 

i. Man deaf and dumb healed – MARK 7:31-37
j. Blind man’s sight restored – MARK 8:22-26
k. Man born blind restored to sight – JN. 9:1-33
l. Woman who had been 18 years afflicted – LUKE 13:11-17
m. A man cured of dropsy – LUKE 14:1-6
n. 10 lepers cleansed – LUKE 17:11-19
o. Bartimaeus sight is restored – MARK 10:46-52
p. The ear of Malchus healed – LUKE 22:50-51
5. DEMONSTRATED HIS POWER OVER DEATH – 

A. Lazarus raised from the dead – JN. 11:32-46 – “Then, when Mary came where Jesus was, and saw Him, she fell down at His feet, saying to Him, "Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died." 33 Therefore, when Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her weeping, He groaned in the spirit and was troubled. 34 And He said, "Where have you laid him?" They said to Him, "Lord, come and see." 35 Jesus wept. 36 Then the Jews said, "See how He loved him!" 37 And some of them said, "Could not this Man, who opened the eyes of the blind, also have kept this man from dying?" 38 Then Jesus, again groaning in Himself, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay against it. 39 Jesus said, "Take away the stone." Martha, the sister of him who was dead, said to Him, "Lord, by this time there is a stench, for he has been dead four days." 40 Jesus said to her, "Did I not say to you that if you would believe you would see the glory of God?" 41 Then they took away the stone from the place where the dead man was lying. And Jesus lifted up His eyes and said, "Father, I thank You that You have heard Me. 42 And I know that You always hear Me, but because of the people who are standing by I said this, that they may believe that You sent Me." 43 Now when He had said these things, He cried with a loud voice, "Lazarus, come forth!" 44 And he who had died came out bound hand and foot with graveclothes, and his face was wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, "Loose him, and let him go." 45 Then many of the Jews who had come to Mary, and had seen the things Jesus did, believed in Him. 46 But some of them went away to the Pharisees and told them the things Jesus did. 47 Then the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered a council and said, "What shall we do? For this Man works many signs.”
B. Other miracles in this category:

a. Jairus’ daughter restored to life – MARK 5:22-43*
b. Widow of Nain’s son raised to life – LUKE 7:11-17
THE PURPOSE OF JESUS MIRACLES:
1. DEMONSTRATED HE COULD FORGIVE SIN – 

A. MATT. 9:2-7 -  “Then behold, they brought to Him a paralytic lying on a bed. When Jesus saw their faith, He said to the paralytic, "Son, be of good cheer; your sins are forgiven you." 3 And at once some of the scribes said within themselves, "This Man blasphemes!" 4 But Jesus, knowing their thoughts, said, "Why do you think evil in your hearts? 5 For which is easier, to say, 'Your sins are forgiven you,' or to say, 'Arise and walk'? 6 But that you may know that the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins"--then He said to the paralytic, "Arise, take up your bed, and go to your house." 7 And he arose and departed to his house.”
2. DEMONSTRATED THAT HE WAS SENT OF GOD – 

A. JN. 5:36 – “But I have a greater witness than John's; for the works which the Father has given Me to finish--the very works that I do--bear witness of Me, that the Father has sent Me”
B. JN. 10:25 – “Jesus answered them, "I told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in My Father's name, they bear witness of Me.”
C. JN. 10:36-38 – “do you say of Him whom the Father sanctified and sent into the world, 'You are blaspheming,' because I said, 'I am the Son of God'? 37 If I do not do the works of My Father, do not believe Me; 38 but if I do, though you do not believe Me, believe the works, that you may know and believe that the Father is in Me, and I in Him.”
3. THEY ARE THE SIGNS THAT TESTIFY THAT HE IS THE SON OF GOD – 

A. JN. 20:30-31 – “And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name.”
4. DEMONSTRATED HE WAS THE FULFILLMENT OF PROPHECY – 

A. MATT. 8:16-17 – “When evening had come, they brought to Him many who were demon-possessed. And He cast out the spirits with a word, and healed all who were sick, 17 that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet, saying: "He Himself took our infirmities And bore our sicknesses."
SOME CHARACTERISTICS OF THE MIRACLES OF JESUS:

1. He healed all that were brought to him – Jesus did not select certain ones to heal.
A. MATT. 12:15 – “But when Jesus knew it, He withdrew from there. And great multitudes followed Him, and He healed them all.”  
2. He healed all manner of disease – No prior preparations nothing was staged.
A. LUKE 4:40 – “When the sun was setting, all those who had any that were sick with various diseases brought them to Him; and He laid His hands on every one of them and healed them.”
B. MATT. 12:22 – “Then one was brought to Him who was demon-possessed, blind and mute; and He healed him, so that the blind and mute man both spoke and saw.”  This was immediate and complete 20/20 vision, not just a little bit better.
3. There were no failures with Jesus – Certainity

A. Matt 17:14-18 – “And when they had come to the multitude, a man came to Him, kneeling down to Him and saying, 15 "Lord, have mercy on my son, for he is an epileptic and suffers severely; for he often falls into the fire and often into the water. 16 So I brought him to Your disciples, but they could not cure him." 17 Then Jesus answered and said, "O faithless and perverse generation, how long shall I be with you? How long shall I bear with you? Bring him here to Me." 18 And Jesus rebuked the demon, and it came out of him; and the child was cured from that very hour.”
4. The miracles of Jesus were never questioned – No one ever claimed Jesus did not perform miracles.  They did however question his source of power.
A. JN 11:47-48 – “Then the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered a council and said, "What shall we do? For this Man works many signs. 48 If we let Him alone like this, everyone will believe in Him, and the Romans will come and take away both our place and nation.”
B. The miracles of Jesus can withstand scrutiny and thorough examination.

5. He did not seek publicity – in fact in some instances he told those healed to not tell anyone – 
A. MATT. 8:2-4 – “And behold, a leper came and worshiped Him, saying, "Lord, if You are willing, You can make me clean." 3 Then Jesus put out His hand and touched him, saying, "I am willing; be cleansed." Immediately his leprosy was cleansed. 4 And Jesus said to him, "See that you tell no one; but go your way, show yourself to the priest, and offer the gift that Moses commanded, as a testimony to them."
B. No propaganda campaign of any kind – he did not take up a contribution in connection with any miracles that he performed
CONCLUSION – John sums up the succinctly the very purpose of miracles – JN. 20:30-31 – “And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name.”
John clearly states the evidence he has presented for you and me to consider is true – JN. 21:24-25 – “This is the disciple who testifies of these things, and wrote these things; and we know that his testimony is true. 25 And there are also many other things that Jesus did, which if they were written one by one, I suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books that would be written. Amen.”
Do you believe the evidence that Jesus Christ is the son of God?  Then obey today!!
