THE N.T. CHURCH - ITS NAME

(Isaiah 62:1-2)

INTRODUCTION 

 Is a name really important? I.E. Scott and Lisa – have 4 children Nic, Holly, Sarah and Ben what if they all had the same name.  Listen to the wise man – PROV. 22:1, ECCL. 7:1

1. Names are important to God – He changed Abram’s name to Abraham – From meaning” a high father” to meaning “father of a multitude”  - GEN. 17:1-5 
      2.  Adam’s first task was to name the animals – GEN. 2:18-20 -Adam had the liberty to name them as he chose, but they each had a name and that is significant.

      3.  Man does put much importance on the name of the church but notice what Jesus said about the church he intended to build. Jesus called it “my church” – MATT.16:18 Therefore, not just any name would do – COL. 3:17
1.) BY WHAT NAME WAS THE N.T. CHURCH KNOWN?


A.      Specific names:

   The church of God -  2 COR. 1:1; 1 THESS. 1:1


         The churches of Christ -  ROM. 16:16
          The Church of the first-born – HEB. 12:22-24 

          The church – most of the time it is simply referred to as the church – ACTS 2:47,

          ACTS 5:11, ACTS 8:1, ACTS 12:5

B.      Figuratively known as:


  Body of Christ – EPH. 1:22-23
Fold or flock of God – ACTS 20:28
Kingdom of God – COL. 1:13, HEB.12:28 – It is an unshakeable kingdom

Bride of Christ – EPH. 5:22-23
Household or family – 1 TIM. 3:15
Temple – EPH. 2:20-22
2) WHOSE NAME SHOULD THE CHURCH WEAR?

A.
The name of the one crucified for it - 1 COR. 1:12-13; ACTS 20:28
B.
The name of the one into whom its members are baptized - 1 COR. 1:12-13; ROM. 6:3-4; GAL. 3:26-27;  MATT. 28:18-19

C.
The name of the one who built it -  MATT. 16:18
D.     The name of the bridegroom - EPH. 5:23-27, 32

3)       SHOULD THE CHURCH WEAR MEN’S NAMES?

A.
Corinthians were condemned for such - 1 COR. 1:11-15
B.
Corinthians described as “carnal” for doing so - 1 COR. 3:3-4

1. Carnal mindedness is dangerous - ROM. 8:6

2. A bride does not wear another man’s name! - EPH. 5:23-27
C.
It’s wrong to wear an unscriptural name - ACTS 15:13-19
4)        BY WHAT NAMES WERE MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH KNOWN?

A.
Disciples - ACTS 6:1-2,7;   ACTS 9:10,25-26
B.
Brethren - ACTS 10:23; ACTS 11:1,12; ACTS 20:32
          C.       Saints - ACTS 26:10; ROM. 1:7; EPH. 4:12
          D.       Christians - ACTS 11:26; ACTS 26:28; 1 PET. 4:16

CONCLUSION -  Conditions of membership in the church we can read about in the Bible.  It is the same as it was in N.T. times – ACTS 2:36- 38,41,47 

