THE NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH – THE PLANT THAT GOD HATH PLANTED

MATTHEW 16:13-19

TEXT
INTRODUCTION – Christ promised to build his church and he fulfilled his promise.  It is the church of the New Testament – It is the plant that God hath planted.

Notice God’s principle concerning seed - Gen 1:11-12 -  And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and the fruit tree yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the earth: and it was so. And the earth brought forth grass, and herb yielding seed after his kind, and the tree yielding fruit, whose seed was in itself, after his kind: and God saw that it was good.  God here set forth the principle that seed produce fruit after there own kind.

The same principle applies to the N.T. -  Gal 6:7 -  Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.

The word of God is said to be a seed - Luke 8:11- Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God.

This seed is imperishable - 1 Peter 1:22-23 -  Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently: Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.

This seed must be planted - James 1:21 -  Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls.

Prophecy of the church being established in Jerusalem – Isa. 2:2-4 - And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the LORD's house shall be established in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it.  And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.  And he shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke many people: and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.
Prophecy was fulfilled and the church was established in Jerusalem 33 A.D.- Acts 2:1-5 -  And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place.  And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting.  And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them.  And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.  And there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of every nation under heaven.

Warning - Matt 15:13 - Every plant, which my heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be rooted up.
QUESTIONS IN REGARD TO THIS CHURCH WHICH JESUS BUILT:

1. WHAT CREED DOES THE CHURCH GO BY? – No creed devised by men

A. The doctrine or law of Christ is our creed - Rom 8:1-2 - There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death.
B. The gospel is our only creed - Rom 1:16 -  For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.
C. Many denominations do not preach the gospel, but they teach the gospel + their creed books of men - Gal 1:6-9 - I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel: Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ. But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed. As we said before, so say I now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed.  By doing so doing they deny that the word of God is:

i. Sufficient - 2 Tim 3:16 - All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:  That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works. 

ii. Complete - Jude 3 - Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.
iii. Necessary - 2 John 9 - Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son.
2. WHAT NAME SHOULD THIS CHURCH, WHICH JESUS BUILT, WEAR?
A.  Salvation is in  Christ - Acts 4:12 -  Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.
B. In the scriptures the church is referred to as:

i. Body - Eph 1:22-23 - And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church, Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.
ii. Family - 1 Tim 3:15 -  But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.

iii. Temple - Eph 2:19-23:Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints, and of the household of God; And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord:  In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit.
iv. Kingdom - Col 1:13 -  Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son:
v. Church of God - 1 Cor 1:2 -  Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, to them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all that in every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours:
vi. Church of Christ - Rom 16:16 - The churches of Christ salute you.
3. WHAT ARE MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH CALLED?
A. Christians - Acts 11:26 -  And when he had found him, he brought him unto Antioch. And it came to pass, that a whole year they assembled themselves with the church, and taught much people. And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch.
B. Saints - 1 Cor 1:2 - Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, to them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all that in every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours:
C. Disciples - John 8:31-32 –If ye continue in my word the are ye my disciples indeed.  And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.
D. Brethren - Matt 23:8 - But be not ye called Rabbi: for one is your Master, even Christ; and all ye are brethren.
4. WHAT IS THE ORGANIZATION OF THE NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH?
A. Christ is the head – He has all authority - Matt 28:18 -  And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Col 1:18 - And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence.
B. Elders, bishops, pastors are the overseers of the local congregation – 

i.  1 Peter 5:1-4 -  The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an elder, and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed: Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; Neither as being lords over God's heritage, but being ensamples to the flock. And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away. 
ii.  Acts 20:17-  And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus, and called the elders of the church. -  Acts 20:28 -  Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood. – 

iii. Acts 14:23 - And when they had ordained them elders in every church, and had prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord, on whom they believed. – 

iv. Elders must meet the qualifications of the Lord -  1 Tim 3:1-7 -  This is a true saying, If a man desire the office of a bishop, he desireth a good work. A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good behaviour, given to hospitality, apt to teach;  Not given to wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy lucre; but patient, not a brawler, not covetous; One that ruleth well his own house, having his children in subjection with all gravity; (For if a man know not how to rule his own house, how shall he take care of the church of God?)  Not a novice, lest being lifted up with pride he fall into the condemnation of the devil.  Moreover he must have a good report of them which are without; lest he fall into reproach and the snare of the devil. 

C. Deacons - 1 Tim 3:8-13 -  Likewise must the deacons be grave, not doubletongued, not given to much wine, not greedy of filthy lucre; Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience. And let these also first be proved; then let them use the office of a deacon, being found blameless. Even so must their wives be grave, not slanderers, sober, faithful in all things. Let the deacons be the husbands of one wife, ruling their children and their own houses well. For they that have used the office of a deacon well purchase to themselves a good degree, and great boldness in the faith which is in Christ Jesus.
D. Saints - Phil 1:1 - Paul and Timotheus, the servants of Jesus Christ, to all the saints in Christ Jesus which are at Philippi, with the bishops and deacons:
5. WHAT IS THE WORSHIP OF THE NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH?
A. Pray – 1 Thess. 5:17 – Pray without ceasing – Acts 12:5 – Prayer therefore was made w/o ceasing of the church unto God
B. Communion – Lord’s Supper – 

i. 1 Cor 11:23-30 - For I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you, That the Lord Jesus the same night in which he was betrayed took bread: And when he had given thanks, he brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is my body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of me. After the same manner also he took the cup, when he had supped, saying, This cup is the new testament in my blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me. For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till he come. Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup of the Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup. For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord's body. For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep.
ii. Luke 22:18-20 - For I say unto you, I will not drink of the fruit of the vine, until the kingdom of God shall come. And he took bread, and gave thanks, and brake it, and gave unto them, saying, This is my body which is given for you: this do in remembrance of me. Likewise also the cup after supper, saying, This cup is the new testament in my blood, which is shed for you. 

iii. The example of the early church partaking of the Lord’ Supper - Acts 20:7 - And upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul preached unto them, ready to depart on the morrow; and continued his speech until midnight.
C. Singing - Col 3:16 - Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. – Eph. 5:19 -Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord;
D. Contribution - 1 Cor 16:1-2 - Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given order to the churches of Galatia, even so do ye. Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come.
E. Warning – Our worship can be in vain - Matt 15:7-9 - Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying, This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me. But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men. 

6. WHAT IS THE MISSION OF THE NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH?
A. Mission stated - Eph 4:12 - For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:
B. Edification - Eph 4:16 - From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love.
C. Benevolence - Acts 6:1-6 - And in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplied, there arose a murmuring of the Grecians against the Hebrews, because their widows were neglected in the daily ministration. Then the twelve called the multitude of the disciples unto them, and said, It is not reason that we should leave the word of God, and serve tables. Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you seven men of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business. But we will give ourselves continually to prayer, and to the ministry of the word. And the saying pleased the whole multitude: and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Ghost, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolas a proselyte of Antioch: Whom they set before the apostles: and when they had prayed, they laid their hands on them. 

D. Evangelism – The primary mission of the church is to proclaim the gospel to seek and save the lost - 1 Tim 3:15 - But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.
E. Warning – Matt. 7:21-23 – Not everyone that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? And in thy name have cast out devils? And in thy name have done many wonderful works? And then I will profess unto them,  I never knew you depart from me, ye that work iniquity. 

7. WHAT ARE THE TERMS OF ADMISSION INTO THE CHURCH?
A. Hear – Rom. 10:17 – So then faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the word of God
B. Believe – Mark 16:15-16 – And he said unto them, go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; he that believeth not shall be damned.
C. Repent – Acts 2:38 - Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.
D. Confess - Rom 10:9-10 - That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.
E. Baptized - Gal 3:26-27 - For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.
1 Cor 12:13 - For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.
