THE NUMBER ONE
EPHESIANS 4:1-6
INTRODUCTION – The number one is an important number in the Bible.  Paul stresses there can be no unity without understanding the importance of oneness to God – EPH. 4:1-6 - I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with which you were called, 2 with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love, 3 endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your calling; 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all. 

God did not just become concerned with the number one but he has stressed the importance of this number thru out the Bible.  The purpose of our lesson today is for us to understand what the bible teaches in regard to the importance of “one God”  “one Savior” and “one church.” 

THE IMPORTANCE OF ONE:

I. ONE GOD – 

A. EX. 20:1-7 – The commandments received by Moses from God stressed the importance of the Israelites recognizing Jehovah as the one true God.

B. DEUT. 4:39-40 – Note the parting words of Moses – obey the Lord God.

C. DEUT. 6:4-7 – What were they charged to teach their children?  Verses 6-7

D. ISA. 44:6-9 – God has always desired for his people to trust in him and in him alone.   What did God desire from Israel and Judah?
E. EZEK. 7:27, 8:5-7, 10 – What happened to God’s people when they no longer served the one true God and did not listen to his word?  What happens when we reject the truth that Jehovah alone is the one true God?  Severe consequences for all involved.
F. MARK 12:28-34 – Note the reply of Jesus to the questions posed to him.  What was the most important command?

II. ONE SAVIOR – 

A. LUKE 2:8-11 – A Savior was born.  How many?  The answer is one!!!

B. JN. 4:39-42 – Many believed Christ to be the true Savior of the world.

C. ACTS 5:27-32 – The apostles gave witness to the fact that Jesus was the Savior.

D. 1 TIM. 2:1-6 – Jesus desires for all to be saved.  In order for this to take place men must come to a knowledge of the truth.

E. JN. 12:48 – If we reject this one Savior then we are without hope we will be lost.

F. JN. 1:11-12 – We do not want to be among those who reject Christ as the consequences are severe – we will die in our sins – JN. 8:24
III. ONE CHURCH – Most people  who lay claim to being Christians would agree with everything taught so far but they often balk at the teaching in the Bible of their being one and only one church.
A. ACTS 2:47 – The Lord (the one Savior) adds the saved to the church. Which one?   The one he promised to build – MATT. 16:18 – The one he purchased with his blood – ACTS 20:28.

B. 1 COR. 12:12-14 – This one body has many members.

C. EPH. 1:19-23 – This one body is the church. The one he promised to build!!!

D. COL. 1:18 – Christ the Savior is the head of the body – the church where all the saved are added too.

E. EPH. 5:22-23 – God has made it plain for us in his word that there is only one God – One Savior – One Body – It is the one true church.
F. EPH. 3:10, 21 – When men in their wisdom begin to proclaim that one church is just as good as another they reject and deny the  wisdom of God and fail to give glory to God.

G. 2 THESS. 1:7-9 – Note the eternal consequences of rejecting the wisdom of the one true God. The final result not knowing him is devastating.  Note the eternal fate of those who do not obey the gospel of the Savior – Jesus Christ. Those who reject the one head of the true body – the saved – the church – will be punished with everlasting destruction.
CONCLUSION – 

The character of God does not change.

God is the same yesterday-today-tomorrow.

Do you honor God in your life? Begin today. 
One God – One Savior – One church

