THE ONE TRUE CHURCH – 6

EPHESIANS 4:1-6
INTRODUCTION – We have been engaged in a series of lessons discussing the one true church revealed to us in the scriptures. The one body we read of in EPH. 4:4 is the church of which Christ is the head – EPH. 1:22-23 – the one he purchased with his own blood.

As we observed the work and worship of the church in our studies we noted one aspect of the worship of the one true church is that on the first day of every week the Lord’s Supper is partaken of.  Why do we partake of the Lord’s Supper each and every first day of the week?  This is a fair question and will require us to open our bibles and search out the scriptures to find God’s answer for us.

The purpose of this lesson is to emphasize the significance of the Lord’s Supper.  Sometimes in order to better understand the importance of something revealed in the N.T. we must look to the O.T. In regard to understanding the institution of the Lord’s Supper this can prove to be very helpful.
LORD’S SUPPER – 

I. BACKGROUND – 

A. EX. 12:21-27 – On the eve of Israel’s departure from Egyptian bondage God instituted a simple yet profound memorial feast called the Passover. The purpose of the feast was twofold: 1. To remember 2. to teach  The Passover served from year to year as a memorial of God’s deliverance of Israel. This memorial feast was a way to teach each new generation what God had done for the people.

B. 1 COR. 5:7 – In his epistle to the Christians in the church at Corinth Paul instructs them that Christ is our Passover – JN. 1:29 – “Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.”  This is not a mere coincidence that on the evening Jesus ate the Passover with his 12 apostles that he instituted a simple yet profound memorial feast which is called the Lord’s Supper. On the evening the Lord’s Supper was instituted there would once again be deliverance made available but not just for one nation but for all mankind from the bondage of sin, death and eternal destruction.
C. 1 COR. 11:23-26 – Like the Passover the purpose of the Lord’s Supper is twofold: 1. To remember and 2. To teach  The Lord taught us to eat the bread and drink the cup in remembrance of me and by so doing we proclaim the Lord’s death till he comes.
II. WHAT IS THE LORD’S SUPPER?
A. MATT. 26:26-29; MARK 14:22-25; LUKE 22:19-20 – Matthew, Mark and Luke all record the teachings of the Lord’s Supper to his disciples.  Each passage states important points about this simple memorial feast instituted by Jesus.
1. Took bread – Blessed it – Break it – and said this is my body.

2. Took the cup – Gave thanks – they drank of it – this is my blood – the blood of the new covenant – shed for many, for the remission of sins, it is shed for you
3. The elements of the Lord’s Supper are unleavened bread (the only kind available during the Passover) and the fruit of the vine.

4. These elements bring to our mind the memory of Christ death on the cross.  He offered his body and allowed his blood to be shed so the price for our sins could be paid.

B. 1 COR. 11:20-22, 33-34 – The Lord’s supper is a communion of the body – the church. This passage teaches it is a communion that we should engage in together in the assembly.  No authority for offering the Lord’s Supper outside the assembly.

C. ACTS 20:7 – The Lord’s Supper is eaten by the church upon the first day of every week. I.E. - Sabbath – EX. 20:8
III. WHAT DO WE DO WHEN WE EAT THE LORD’S SUPPER?
A. 1 COR. 11:26 - We proclaim the Lord’s death till he comes.  What does this word “proclaim: mean? It is defined as – to announce, declare, make known, publish, to proclaim publicly.  When we partake of the Lord’s Supper properly we are making a public proclamation of the Lord’s death.
B. Why do we proclaim the death of Jesus?
1. HEB. 2:9 – Jesus came to earth to die.

2. ISA. 53:3-11 – The death of Jesus was the fulfillment of prophecy of Isaiah made 700 years prior to his birth.

3. MATT. 16:21 – Jesus fulfilled his own prophecy when he died.

4. 2 COR. 5:21 – Jesus died to pay for our sins.

5. ACTS 4:12 – Salvation is only available to us because of the death of Christ

C. MATT. 26:29 – When we partake of the Lord’s Supper we affirm not only his death but also his resurrection. Jesus knowing he would die soon assured the apostles of his resurrection.  That he would live again and would commune with his disciples.

D. 1 COR. 15:20-21 – What is the significance of Christ sacrificial death? What is the guarantee that his death brings us life?  The answer is simple - The fact that Jesus did not remain in the tomb but was victorious over death. The Lord’s Supper is vital to our spiritual life because as we proclaim his death we affirm his resurrection from the dead.  Did the early Christians proclaim each week the death of our Lord thinking we are left with no hope our leader is dead? To the contrary they steadfastly proclaimed his death because he arose from the dead!
E. ACTS 2:32, 36, 41-42 – Listen to Peter as he sets forth the evidence that Jesus is indeed the Christ.  By overcoming death Jesus brings life! Notice what the early disciples continued steadfastly in doing – Breaking of Bread – Lord’s Supper.

F. 1 COR. 11:26 – We anticipate the Lord’s return.  Did the early Christians believe that Jesus was coming again?

1. JN. 14:1-3 – Jesus gave assurance that he would.

2. ACTS 1:9-11 – What did the men in white apparel tell the apostles.

3. HEB. 9:28 – The faithful look for Christ to return.

4. TITUS 2:13 – Listen to what Paul wrote to Titus to proclaim as truth.

CONCLUSION – 

No memorial is more splendid than the Lord’s Supper.

The Lord’s Supper unites us in one mind.

What a privilege and honor to eat the Lord’s Supper together.
Do this in remembrance of me – D/B/R – Until he comes.
