THE PERFECT FATHER
MATTHEW 5:48
INTRODUCTION – The world has set aside today to honor fathers.  Hopefully we show honor to our fathers each and every day of our lives just as Jesus taught us to do – MARK 10:17-20.
Many people today will have a hard time honoring their fathers because it is hard to give honor to one who does not deserve it – dead beat dads, abusive fathers, men who do not choose to fulfill their responsibility and obligation to be the spiritual the leader in the home.
Does the perfect father exist? The bible says yes!!! The ideal father does exist – one whom we could honor, respect and use as a role model.  The purpose of this lesson is to show the example of this perfect father – MATT. 5:48 - Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect. 

How is our heavenly Father perfect?

THE PERFECT FATHER:

I. KNOWS THE NEEDS OF HIS CHILDREN –   How well does God know his children?
A. MATT. 6:8 – Jesus taught his disciples that God knows our every need even before we ask. Fathers, do you know what your children truly needs? Or do you just know what they want.  Or do you even have a clue as to their wants or needs?

B. PROV. 1:8, 4:1 – Children need wise, godly, spiritual instructions.  Are you giving them that instruction?  They do not get it in school anymore so you must imitate the Father who gives us all his instructions in the bible.  Fathers do not be too busy watching the game on TV or reading the newspaper, or spending time on the computer that you neglect the instruction your children so desperately need.

C. MATT. 7:24 – Jesus stated whoever hears these saying of mine and does them I will liken to a wise man. Jesus knew instruction was vital in order to truly become wise.  Fathers what type of example are we setting for our children?  Wise or foolish
II. PROVIDES FOR THE NEEDS OF HIS CHILDREN – The father fills the role of the provider for the family.
A. MATT. 6:26-32 – God knows what we need but he also provides what we need. God has provided for all his creation so he will certainly provide for the needs of the crown of his creation – man.
B. JN. 6:32-33 – The perfect Father will not only provide the physical bread to quench the hunger of our bodies but he will provide the spiritual bread we need to satisfy our soul.

C. EPH. 6:4 – Fathers are we providing for our children the most important thing they need in this life to be trained in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.
III. LOVES HIS CHILDREN – It is the natural inclination of the father to love his children.
A. 1 JN. 3:1 – How much does our heavenly Father love us?  He loved us enough to provide us with a way to become his children because he has our eternal welfare at stake.

B. ROM. 5:6-8 – God’s love is unconditional and so is the love of a father.  God acted in a way that was in our best interest even though we did not deserve it.  Love seeks what is best for others.

C. 1 COR. 13:4-7 – Our perfect Father has perfect love. Agape love is a description of the perfect love of God. It is love that is kind and patient.  It does not envy, is not puffed up with pride, does not behave rudely, does not seek its own way etc.
IV. DISCIPLINES HIS CHILDREN – It is only because God loves us that he instructs us, corrects us, and punishes our disobedience.
A. PROV. 3:12 – Because our heavenly Father loves us he corrects us.  If we truly love our children we will not allow them to go without correction.  Do you love your children then correct them!!!

B. PROV. 13:24 – Discipline them promptly.  

C. 2 TIM. 3:16-17 – Fathers if you fail to correct your children and discipline them then why would you expect them to grow up and be willing to receive spiritual correction from the inspired word of God.   Correction is necessary for our spiritual survival.

V. FORGIVES HIS CHILDREN – Are you thankful that God forgives?  Even though he places conditions on our forgiveness.
A. MATT. 6:14-15 – As a father do you desire forgiveness from God? Then you must be willing to forgive your children.
B. I KING 8:46-53 – God was willing to forgive his children if they would repent and pray.

C. LUKE 15:11-24 – Jesus teaches us the lesson of the Father’s forgiveness. Fathers always forgive your children when they repent and ask to be forgiven.

CONCLUSION – 

God is the perfect “Father.”

Are we imitating him? 

Fathers are to be honored!!!

Are we living a life worthy of any type of honor?

Are you honoring God in your life?   This is the most important question we can ask ourselves.
Begin today!!

2 COR. 6:2 - "In an acceptable time I have heard you, And in the day of salvation I have helped you." Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation. 

