THE POWERFUL WORD OF GOD

ROMANS 1:16 (TEXT)

INTRODUCTION  - As The price of petroleum rises men are constantly searching for various forms of energy and power to use in today’s world.  It is not uncommon as in years past to hear talk of an energy crisis or reserve shortages.  Even though the supply of oils and gases to supply certain types of energy may some day run out, we know that spiritually speaking there will never be a power failure – HEB. 4:12 -  How powerful is it? Paul said  “it is the power of God unto salvation” Paul said the power is not in man to save – 1 COR. 2:1-5 – We need to use God’s powerful word, the gospel, and let it affect our lives as well as the lives of those whom we come n contact with.


O.T. shows God is indeed a God of power – 1 CHRON. 29:11 – We have potential greatness, because of the access we have to God’s source of power for us, the gospel.

The power of God working in us gives us;

1) EXCEEDING POWER – 

EPH. 3:20 – We can exceed abundantly because of the power of the gospel.  We have exceeding power to teach the truth to others

· Example – 2 COR. 8:1-5 – They gave beyond their power, because they had given themselves to the Lord first.  

· They had this exceeding power because they had the attitude of the Apostle Paul – PHIL. 4:13  

2) QUENCHING POWER – 

EPH. 6:10- 18 – When we put on the whole armor of God, with the gospel as our shield of faith we can quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one – Satan 

· Note 1 PET. 5:8 – No man would enter a lions den without having the ability to exercise power over that lion. 

·  Let’s notice Jesus defense against the Devil – MATT. 4:1-10 – We can quench all the fiery darts of Satan by putting on the whole armor of God and effectively using our offensive weapon the sword of the spirit, Note how Jesus use of the scriptures sent his adversary running for cover.

· If we try to stand alone on our own two feet and fight against Satan we will not win – 1 COR. 10:12 – You must have God and his word on your side to defeat Satan

Also the power of God working in us gives us:

3) INFIRMITY POWER -  

2 COR. 12:7-9 – God gave Paul grace to bear his thorn in the flesh.

HEB. 4:14-16 – Jesus is touched with the feeling of our infirmities

It was prophesied that Jesus would suffer for us – ISA. 53:3-5
Jesus indeed has power over our infirmities – MATT. 8:14-17 – Not only does he have power over our physical infirmities but even more so over our spiritual sickness.  He can remove sin from our lives just as quickly as the fever left Peter’s mother-in-law.

We also must never lose our:

4) INFLUENCE POWER – 

PHIL. 2:12-16 – We are able to shine forth as lights in the world.  Example – What influence does striking a match have in a room filled with darkness?

If a Christian loses his influence, he has become as salt without its flavor/savor MATT. 5:13-16 – Salt that will not preserve is useless.

As children of God we should be continually gaining in our: 

5) PRAYER POWER – 

Power to petition the creator – 1 JN. 3:18-22
Also note – JAMES 5:16 – the effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.

Do we take advantage of the power we have access to through prayer?  1 THESS. 5:17, COL. 4:2 – Are we of an attitude to pray at anytime about anything and to be able to continue in prayer daily, thanking God for his blessings and petitioning him for our requests.

Also the powerful word of God contains :

      6)     REPENTING POWER   - 


 ISA. 55:6-11 – God’s word is powerful enough to help us see error our life and 

             lead us to repentance. 

Example – ACTS 8:14-24 – God’s word was spoken to Simon through the inspired Apostle Peter 

We can see God’s word also contains

7) SUFFERING POWER –

We can see Paul coupled human power with God’s power to be able to endure the trials of this life – 2 TIM. 3:10-12 – If we are living Godly lives we will suffer persecution.

Tribulation and persecution should not separate us from the love of God – ROM. 8:34-39 – 

We are promised salvation if we endure to the end – MATT. 10:16-22

And for our last point as Christians the power of God working in us gives us:

8) DEATH POWER -  

The ability to face death – PHIL. 1:20-21 – Death is gain for the Christian

PSA. 23:1-6 – “Only a Christian can walk thru the valley of the shadow of death and fear no evil”

Note Paul’s attitude toward death – 2 COR. 4:5-11
Paul realized death could not defeat him, he would be victorious over death because of Christ sacrifice – 1 COR.15:55-57
