THE PRACTICAL GUIDE TO MAKING GODLY DECISIONS

PSALMS 119:105 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – The scriptures clearly teach us we need to be able to discern between good and evil – 1 THESS. 5:21-22 – How do we make this determination between right and wrong, good and evil?  We must use the guide that God has given us – PSA. 119:105 – God’s word is the guide for making godly, successful choices in life.  Before you make decisions, compare your desires to what the scriptures say, and ask yourself the following questions.

1. WOULD YOU BE ABLE TO ASK GOD TO BLESS IT? – Would your decision be something that you can take before God with a good conscience and ask him to bless?  Or is it something that you know the Lord would not be enthused about?  - PROV. 10:22 – If we receive the blessings of God in the decisions we make then we become rich and if we cannot receive those blessings we carry the sorrow of sin in our life.

2. COULD YOU THANK HIM FOR IT? – Would your decision be something that you can openly express gratefulness and thankfulness to God?  Or would it be something, which would seem inappropriate to thank him for?  COL. 3:17 – We cannot thank God for something for which we have no authority.  We can only give thanks for that which we can do in his name.

3. WOULD IT BE TO GOD’S GLORY? – Would your decision be something that would bring honor and glory to the Lord?  Ask yourself how the Lord would be lifted up or blessed by your plans?  1 COR. 10:31 – Do I bring glory to God if I decide to smoke, drink or use profane language?

4. WOULD IT BE OF THE WORLD? – Would your decision be an indulgence upon the worldly, carnal appetites or lusts?  1 JN. 2:15-17 – Love not the world or the things of the world.

5. WOULD IT BE A STUMBLING BLOCK TO OTHERS? -  How would your decision affect the lives of your brethren in Christ?  Even if something is not sin and you so not feel it is wrong to participate, could it harm the sensitive faith of those who don’t share your convictions? – 1 COR. 8:9 – I.E. – Eating of meats offered to idols.

6. WOULD IT BE A WEIGHT OR HINDRANCE? – Would your decision be something that would drag you down your life as a Christian or influence you toward disobedience?  HEB. 12:1-3 – I..E. - a marathon runner.

7. WOULD IT PLEASE GOD OR MAN? – Whom do you hope to please by your decision?  Will it bring pleasure to God or will it appease men?  GAL. 1:6-12 – Our service should be to the Lord – COL. 3:23
8. HOW WOULD THE DEVIL REACT? – Would the Devil and his forces consider your decision or actions a victory or a defeat?  Would Hell celebrate your choice as a fulfillment of Satan’s desires, or would the enemy be angry and disturbed?  1 PET. 5:8-9 – Satan is our adversary and wants to be able to celebrate victory over us as Christians.

9. WHAT WOULD THE CONSEQUENCES BE? – What kind of long term ramifications would you have to face for your decision?  Remember, God will forgive sin and poor judgment, but you have to live with the results of your decisions the rest of your life?  GAL. 6:7 – What are you sowing?

10. WOULD IT EDIFY YOU? – Would your decision or actions bring you closer to God or pull you farther away?  Will it edify (build you up) in the Lord or will it weaken your confidence of the Lord’s strength in your life?  1 COR. 10:23 – All things do not edify.

11. WOULD IT SERVE THE RIGHT MASTER? – Will your decision require you to yield to the demands of someone or something other than Christ?  MATT. 6:24 – Will it cause you to compromise your submission and obedience to Jesus?

12. WOULD HIS INDWELLING PRESENCE AGREE WITH IT? – Would your decision bring peace to your inner man, or would it create discomfort or distress?  Is your choice directed by the prompting and leading of the Holy Spirit thru the Word of God or by the appetites of the flesh?  JN. 16:13 – The Spirit guides us into all the truth.  We are instructed to walk in the Spirit – GAL. 5:16.
13. WOULD YOU WANT TO BE DOING THIS WHEN JESUS RETURNS? – Would you want Jesus to find you engaged in this activity when he comes again?  I.E. – Immodest apparel and beach attire.  If Jesus would appear to inspect your decision or actions, would you be embarrassed or delighted?  Would His presence make you feel comfortable or insecure? – MATT. 24:44 - We must be ready for His return and not be caught off guard.

14. WOULD IT PROMOTE LOVE? – Would your decision or actions express love and harmony, or would it reflect retribution, jealousy, or injury to your neighbor?  ROM. 13:8-10 – Love does not seek to harm others.

15. HAVE YOU SOUGHT THE LORD ABOUT IT? – The Lord promises to give direction and leadership to our life, but we must be willing to consult him in prayer.  We must also remember that God never gives us an answer that contradicts His word.  PROV. 3:6 – God will direct our paths if we acknowledge Him.  PROV. 19:21 – Oftentimes we make plans without consulting God.

16. HAVE YOU SOUGHT GODLY ADVICE OR COUNSEL?  Ask the advice of those who have a track record of being wise and making godly decisions in their lives.  Avoid the counsel of those who are ungodly because they have only experienced failure in their decision making process. Do not even seek the advice of those whose life as a Christian is questionable.  PROV. 11:14 – PSA. 1:1 – 

I.E. – Rehoboam king of Judah

CONCLUSION – The wisest decision you can ever make is to become a Christian!  We invite you to become one today?  2 COR. 6:2 – Today is the day of salvation.

