THE PREEMINENCE OF JESUS CHRIST

COL. 1:13-29 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION - The religious world is divided because preeminence is not given to Christ.  This was also the case in the days of Jesus – JN. 12:42-43 - chief rulers believed but they would not confess him, unwilling to give him 1st place in their lives; this type of attitude can be caused by not understanding his word or just disregarding it totally.


PREEMINENCE – means first place, this is the position Christ must hold in our lives – MATT. 6:33 – “But seek ye first the kingdom of God”
How do we show Christ is first in our lives?

1) BY GLORYING IN HIS NAME -  

A. The name of Christ is preeminent, it is above every name – PHIL. 2:5-11 – Every knee will bow one day to this name
B. All authority resides in this name – MATT. 28:18 – Jesus proclaimed he had all authority
C. Jesus means savior, and Christ means anointed one, so we can see his name itself points to deity – EPH. 1:19-23 – His name is above every name – Martin Luther, John Calvin, Joseph Smith and even the pope.  No other name comes close to the name of Jesus Christ, not even the angels – HEB. 1:1-5 – Jesus has the most excellent name
D. It is the name in which salvation can be found – ACTS 4:12
E. It is Him who we are to preach about – 2 COR. 4: 4-5
Division in the religious world is also caused by people not giving preeminence to the:

2) BLOOD OF CHRIST – 

A. Only this blood has the power to take away sin – HEB. 9:12-14 – the blood of bulls and goats could not take away sin, it did not have that power.

B. Sin is rampant in the world, and in order for that blood to be overcome the preeminent blood of Christ had to be shed, it alone has the power to save man from his sin – HEB. 10:1-5, 10:10-14
C. It is thru this shed blood that we are able to obtain grace from God – EPH.1: 3-7 – God’s riches at Christ expense – People who claim that you contact this blood outside of baptism insult Jesus – ROM. 6:3-7
D. God’s wrath will fall on those who do not avail themselves of this blood – ROM. 5:8-9
We must also acknowledge the preeminence of the doctrine of Christ:

3) DOCTRINE OF CHRIST – 

.   A.  Christ doctrine is preeminent – 2 JN. vs 3-9 – It must have priority over the 

          teachings of man

B. Doctrine of Christ is synonymous with truth – JN. 8:32 – this truth revealed

 can set us free from sin

C. God places preeminence on the doctrine of Christ because it is inspired – 2 

TIM. 3:16-17  - God’s words are profitable

1. ROM. 1:16-17 – the righteousness of God is revealed in the gospel

2. The gospel is true – COL. 1:3-5
3. So we will not let the philosophies of this world spoil us – COL. 2:6-8

 God has placed preeminence upon the church of Christ:

4) CHURCH – 

A. MATT. 16:18-19 – Jesus said ‘I will build my church”

B. It was his because he purchased it – ACTS 20:28
C. Christ has preeminence in his preeminent church – COL. 1:18
D. Christ has perfect love for his church only – EPH. 5:25-27 – Which church did Christ love, the one he purchased and gave himself for – The church which is holy sanctified and set apart from the churches of men.

E. When you say the churches of men are as good as Christ church you malign the wisdom of God – EPH. 3:10 – because the church is a display of God’s wisdom

F. So when men create their own churches they have perverted the gospel – GAL. 1:6-9 – God places a curse upon those who pervert or change the truth by adding or subtracting from his word

CONCLUSION


The end result when men chose not to give Christ preeminence is what we have in the religious world today – division – Christ prayed for unity – JN. 17:17-21 – Let’s allow Christ to be our preeminent example in all things – 1 PET. 2:20-22 – We want to urge you today to follow in Christ steps, to follow his example.

The question for you today is this “ Does Christ have preeminence in your life? REV. 3:20 –“Behold I stand at the door and knock, if any man hear my voice and open the door, I will come in to him and will sup with him and he with me”

