THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD

ACTS 24:2 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – God is more involved and exerts more control and influence over nations and individuals than man gives him credit for doing. We want to begin a study of 
God’s providence and how it affects our lives through prayer.  

We might begin by asking what is the providence of God?  The term “providence” is used to describe that action or inaction upon the part of God to bring about the fulfillment of his purpose.  It is the exercise of God’s wisdom, omnipotence and goodness in the preservation and government of the world.
The word providence is used only once in the scriptures to describe the beneficial oversight or government of Felix – ACTS 24:2 - And when he was called upon, Tertullus began his accusation, saying: "Seeing that through you we enjoy great peace, and prosperity is being brought to this nation by your (providence) or foresight.
Providence is an effect brought about by God thru natural not miraculous means.  The reason for miracles has ceased since the word of God has been revealed and confirmed – HEB. 2:1-4 - Therefore we must give the more earnest heed to the things we have heard, lest we drift away. 2 For if the word spoken through angels proved steadfast, and every transgression and disobedience received a just reward, 3 how shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation, which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed to us by those who heard Him, 4 God also bearing witness both with signs and wonders, with various miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to His own will? 

Two kinds of providence: 

1. Spiritual – God has provided us with all the spiritual blessings we need in Christ – PHIL. 4:19 - And my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus
2. Physical – those things God gives to his creation – NEH. 9:6 - You alone are the LORD; You have made heaven, The heaven of heavens, with all their host, The earth and everything on it, The seas and all that is in them, And You preserve them all. The host of heaven worships You. 
The psalmist declares the greatness of the God we serve – PSA. 96:4-13 - For the LORD is great and greatly to be praised; He is to be feared above all gods. 5 For all the gods of the peoples are idols, But the LORD made the heavens. 6 Honor and majesty are before Him; Strength and beauty are in His sanctuary. 7 Give to the LORD, O families of the peoples, Give to the LORD glory and strength. 8 Give to the LORD the glory due His name; Bring an offering, and come into His courts. 9 Oh, worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness! Tremble before Him, all the earth. 10 Say among the nations, "The LORD reigns; The world also is firmly established, It shall not be moved; He shall judge the peoples righteously." 11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; Let the sea roar, and all its fullness; 12 Let the field be joyful, and all that is in it. Then all the trees of the woods will rejoice before the LORD. 13 For He is coming, for He is coming to judge the earth. He shall judge the world with righteousness, And the peoples with His truth. 

GOD’S PROVIDENCE THROUGH PRAYERS:

1. PRAYERS FOR NATIONS – 

A. ROM. 13:1-7 – The powers that be are ordained by God so we must obey them unless they instruct us to do something contrary to the will of God (ACTS 5:29).  We need to be law abiding citizens who are busy doing good. - Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and the authorities that exist are appointed by God. 2 Therefore whoever resists the authority resists the ordinance of God, and those who resist will bring judgment on themselves. 3 For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to evil. Do you want to be unafraid of the authority? Do what is good, and you will have praise from the same. 4 For he is God's minister to you for good. But if you do evil, be afraid; for he does not bear the sword in vain; for he is God's minister, an avenger to execute wrath on him who practices evil. 5 Therefore you must be subject, not only because of wrath but also for conscience' sake. 6 For because of this you also pay taxes, for they are God's ministers attending continually to this very thing. 7 Render therefore to all their due: taxes to whom taxes are due, customs to whom customs, fear to whom fear, honor to whom honor.
B. JER. 18:6-10 – This is an example to us of God’s power when he affirms the fact that he can build and plant nations if they perform according to his will and do what is right, but, if nations do evil God can also destroy them by his power - "O house of Israel, can I not do with you as this potter?" says the LORD. "Look, as the clay is in the potter's hand, so are you in My hand, O house of Israel! 7 The instant I speak concerning a nation and concerning a kingdom, to pluck up, to pull down, and to destroy it, 8 if that nation against whom I have spoken turns from its evil, I will relent of the disaster that I thought to bring upon it. 9 And the instant I speak concerning a nation and concerning a kingdom, to build and to plant it, 10 if it does evil in My sight so that it does not obey My voice, then I will relent concerning the good with which I said I would benefit it. 

C. ISA. 7:17-19 – After the division of the kingdom God sent Assyria to chastise Israel (northern kingdom) for their sins - The LORD will bring the king of Assyria upon you and your people and your father's house--days that have not come since the day that Ephraim departed from Judah." 18 And it shall come to pass in that day That the LORD will whistle for the fly That is in the farthest part of the rivers of Egypt, And for the bee that is in the land of Assyria. 19 They will come, and all of them will rest In the desolate valleys and in the clefts of the rocks, And on all thorns and in all pastures. 

D. ISA. 10:5-7, 12 – Evil rulers are used by God to punish nations - "Woe to Assyria, the rod of My anger And the staff in whose hand is My indignation. 6 I will send him against an ungodly nation, And against the people of My wrath I will give him charge, To seize the spoil, to take the prey, And to tread them down like the mire of the streets. 7 Yet he does not mean so, Nor does his heart think so; But it is in his heart to destroy, And cut off not a few nations. In verse 12 God turn right around and destroys that evil nation - Therefore it shall come to pass, when the LORD has performed all His work on Mount Zion and on Jerusalem, that He will say, "I will punish the fruit of the arrogant heart of the king of Assyria, and the glory of his haughty looks." 
E. The purpose of prayer for nations is that the word of God might have free course and be spread – 
a. 2 THESS. 3:1-5 – Note the prayer of Paul for the brethren at Thessalonica - Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may run swiftly and be glorified, just as it is with you, 2 and that we may be delivered from unreasonable and wicked men; for not all have faith. 3 But the Lord is faithful, who will establish you and guard you from the evil one. 4 And we have confidence in the Lord concerning you, both that you do and will do the things we command you. 5 Now may the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God and into the patience of Christ. 
b. 1 TIM. 2:1-2 – Paul exhorts us to pray for kings and all that are in authority.  Our heavenly Father is the God of nations and his working for the gospel and the conditions of a nation are affected thru prayer - Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be made for all men, 2 for kings and all who are in authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and reverence.
2. PRAYERS FOR WEATHER – 

A. How does weather fit into God’s plan?

a. PSA. 147:15-20 - God is the divine architect of nature and thru the different aspects of nature God can bring his will to pass - He sends out His command to the earth; His word runs very swiftly. 16 He gives snow like wool; He scatters the frost like ashes; 17 He casts out His hail like morsels; Who can stand before His cold? 18 He sends out His word and melts them; He causes His wind to blow, and the waters flow. 19 He declares His word to Jacob, His statutes and His judgments to Israel. 20 He has not dealt thus with any nation; And as for His judgments, they have not known them. Praise the LORD! 
b. PSA. 148:1-8 – This clearly states that weather fulfills God’s word - Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD from the heavens; Praise Him in the heights! 2 Praise Him, all His angels; Praise Him, all His hosts! 3 Praise Him, sun and moon; Praise Him, all you stars of light! 4 Praise Him, you heavens of heavens, And you waters above the heavens! 5 Let them praise the name of the LORD, For He commanded and they were created. 6 He also established them forever and ever; He made a decree which shall not pass away. 7 Praise the LORD from the earth, You great sea creatures and all the depths; 8 Fire and hail, snow and clouds; Stormy wind, fulfilling His word; 

B. God can use weather to accomplish his objectives – Examples
a. GEN. 7:4 – God caused it to rain to destroy evil from off the earth - For after seven more days I will cause it to rain on the earth forty days and forty nights, and I will destroy from the face of the earth all living things that I have made."
b. EX. 10:13-19 – God caused a wind which brought locusts over all the land of Egypt  and he also turned the wind around in order to blow the locust away from Egypt - So Moses stretched out his rod over the land of Egypt, and the LORD brought an east wind on the land all that day and all that night. When it was morning, the east wind brought the locusts. 14 And the locusts went up over all the land of Egypt and rested on all the territory of Egypt. They were very severe; previously there had been no such locusts as they, nor shall there be such after them. 15 For they covered the face of the whole earth, so that the land was darkened; and they ate every herb of the land and all the fruit of the trees which the hail had left. So there remained nothing green on the trees or on the plants of the field throughout all the land of Egypt. Then Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron in haste, and said, "I have sinned against the LORD your God and against you. 17 Now therefore, please forgive my sin only this once, and entreat the LORD your God, that He may take away from me this death only." 18 So he went out from Pharaoh and entreated the LORD. 19 And the LORD turned a very strong west wind, which took the locusts away and blew them into the Red Sea. There remained not one locust in all the territory of Egypt.
c. JOB. 37:1-13 – God causes weather thru nature and he controls it, whether it is for correction, for the benefit of the land or mercy - "At this also my heart trembles, And leaps from its place. 2 Hear attentively the thunder of His voice, And the rumbling that comes from His mouth. 3 He sends it forth under the whole heaven, His lightning to the ends of the earth. 4 After it a voice roars; He thunders with His majestic voice, And He does not restrain them when His voice is heard. 5 God thunders marvelously with His voice; He does great things which we cannot comprehend. 6 For He says to the snow, 'Fall on the earth'; Likewise to the gentle rain and the heavy rain of His strength. 7 He seals the hand of every man, That all men may know His work. 8 The beasts go into dens, And remain in their lairs. 9 From the chamber of the south come s the whirlwind, And cold from the scattering winds of the north. 10 By the breath of God ice is given, And the broad waters are frozen. 11 Also with moisture He saturates the thick clouds; He scatters His bright clouds. 12 And they swirl about, being turned by His guidance, That they may do whatever He commands them On the face of the whole earth. 13 He causes it to come, Whether for correction, Or for His land , Or for mercy. 

C. God uses his power over nature thru providence to benefit the Christian.  Weather fits into God’s plans just as a person who sits at the control of an automobile.  They can start it up, they can stop it, they can speed it up or slow it down, and they can turn it in any direction.  None of this action is miraculous and so it is with God.  He can be persuaded through the prayer of the faithful to use his providence to benefit the Christian
a. JAMES 5:16-18 – Elijah prayed to God that it might not rain and it did not rain for 3 and 1/2 years then he prayed again and God made it rain - Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much. 17 Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed earnestly that it would not rain; and it did not rain on the land for three years and six months. 18 And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth produced its fruit. 

3. OVERCOMING TEMPTATION THROUGH PRAYER – 

A. Temptations of evil do not originate with God because God cannot be tempted with evil and he does not tempt us with evil –

a.  JAMES 1:13-15 - Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am tempted by God"; for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone. 14 But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed. 15 Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death. 
b. 1 COR. 10:12-13 - God will not allow us to be tempted above that we can bear - Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall. 13 No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it. 
c. JAMES 1:2-4 - Temptations come our way so we can mature. They build us up in our faith and service to God - My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, 3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience. 4 But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.
d. 1 PET. 1:3-9 - Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 5 who are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have been grieved by various trials, 7 that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ, 8 whom having not seen you love. Though now you do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, 9 receiving the end of your faith--the salvation of your souls. 

B. Let’s examine a few passages where prayer is used in order to prevent those from transgressing God’s law.
a. PSA. 141:1-4 – Notice David’s prayer for help in resisting evil - LORD, I cry out to You; Make haste to me! Give ear to my voice when I cry out to You. 2 Let my prayer be set before You as incense, The lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 3 Set a guard, O LORD, over my mouth; Keep watch over the door of my lips. 4 Do not incline my heart to any evil thing, To practice wicked works With men who work iniquity; And do not let me eat of their delicacies. 

b. LUKE 22:31-32 – Jesus prayed for Simon that his faith would not fail - And the Lord said, "Simon, Simon! Indeed, Satan has asked for you, that he may sift you as wheat. 32 But I have prayed for you, that your faith should not fail; and when you have returned to Me, strengthen your brethren." 

c. MATT. 26:41 - We are to watch and pray so we will not enter into temptation - Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak." 

d. EPH. 6:16-18 - We should pray for one another so we will have God’s strength to quench the fiery darts of the wicked one - above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one. 17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God; 18 praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints—
CONCLUSION – We need to pray that the providence of God will work in our life in every area - our homes, our jobs, and our families.  God brings his will to pass through the exercise of providence so the power of prayer for the faithful child of God is wonderful – 1 JN. 3:22 - And whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and do those things that are pleasing in His sight.
We can have confidence through prayer if we ask according to God’s will -1 JN. 5:14-15 -  Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. 15 And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him.
A faithful Christian who fully realizes that God is providentially working for him can approach each turn in the road of life with calmness, confidence, and faith. 
