THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD AND THE INNER MAN

HEBREWS 12:9 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – In our study today we want to examine the fact that God in his infinite wisdom has provided us with an inner man.  

GEN. 1:26-27 – we can see the Bible clearly states that God made us in his own image. Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth." 27 So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them. 

We might then ask the question what is the image of God? God is Spirit – JN. 4:23-24 -  But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him. 24 God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth."
Our text tells us that God is the Father of Spirits – HEB. 12:9 - Furthermore, we have had human fathers who corrected us, and we paid them respect. Shall we not much more readily be in subjection to the Father of spirits and live?
What do fathers do?  They provide for their family.  In the same sense God provides for us by giving us our inner man – EPH. 3:14-21 – God in his providence has given us the inner man.  What role does this inner man fulfill?  What makes up this inner man that God has given to us?

THE INNER MAN:

1. INTELLECT – Our mind the Bible often uses the word heart to refer to this part of our inner man.  This is the part of the inner man that we use to read, study, memorize reason, meditate, and draw conclusions.  God provides our intellect with facts and evidence to study and weigh

A. 2 TIM. 2:15 – Study so we can stand approved before God if we draw the right conclusions.

B. MARK 2:6-8 – The scribes were reasoning in their heart but they were drawing the wrong conclusion.

C. MATT. 22:37 – God wants man to love him with all his heart, soul and mind – These words are being used interchangeably to emphasize the importance of using what God has provided us with in a manner that pleases God.

a. COMMANDS - DEUT. 6:4-9 – These commands shall be upon thy heart and you shall teach them diligently to your children.

b. WARNINGS - PROV. 30:5-6 – Do not tamper with the word of God.

1.) ECCL. 12:13-14 – Fear God and obey him
c. PROMISES – MARK 16:15-16 – Salvation by promise

1.) REV. 22:14 – Right to the tree of life.
2. WILL – God has given each of us here today free will.  God allows us to choose our own eternal destiny.

A. JOSHUA 24:15 – Notice the instructions Joshua gives to Israel.

B. ISA. 1:18-20 – If you exercise your will and choose to be obedient while serving God cheerfully you will be blessed.

C. MATT. 21:28-32 – Fix our heart.  Be resolved to be committed.  We need whole hearted commitment to the Lord.  If we are making the wrong decisions then change your mind and repent.
D. ROM. 6:16-18 – God give each person the right to choose.  We are not a robot with a programmed mind.

E. ROM. 2:6-11 – God says some will choose obedience to God and some will choose to obey Satan.

F. MATT. 7:21-23 – We can only be saved by submitting our will to do the will of the Father in heaven.

3. EMOTIONS – God in his wisdom has given us emotions that serve as a type of pressure release valve.

A. LOVE – JN. 11:32-36 – Jesus wept at the grave of Lazarus because of his great love.  Love allows us to weep and at other times it allows us to rejoice.
B. HATE – REV. 2:15 – Jesus said he hated the doctrine of the Nicolatians.

C. HEB. 1:8-9 – Jesus is the perfect example of loving righteousness and hating iniquity.

4. CONSCIENCE – God has provided for man a built in alarm system to convict him of his sinful conduct.  This part of our inner man provided by God causes us to feel shame, remorse, regret, and it brings us to change our heart which manifests itself in repentance.

A. ROM. 2:11-16 – All mankind has a built in alarm system that either accuses or excuses their actions.
B. TITUS 1:15-16 – It is a safe guide only when it is trained and educated correctly.

C. ACTS 23:1- Paul have lived with a good conscience even though there was a time when he persecuted the church.  At that time he was not violating his conscience but he had not yet been taught the truth.

D. 1 TIM. 4:1-2 – Our conscience can become seared.

E. ACTS 24:16 – Paul says we should be striving to have a conscience void of offense toward God or man.

F. JN. 8:4-9 – The Jews were convicted by their own conscience.

G. 1 PET. 3:20-21 – Baptism is the answer of a good conscience toward God – A spiritual cleansing of the soul

H. ACTS 8:36-39 – The eunuch went on his way rejoicing – His conscience was clear – his sins were forgiven and forgotten by God.

CONCLUSION – What is your inner man your mind, your will. your emotions, and your conscience telling you today? God has provide these for us to benefit us in serving him.
