THE PURITY OF THE CHURCH

EPHESIANS 5:25-27 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – EPH. 5:25-27 - Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, 26 that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, 27 that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish. 

It is the expressed desire of God for the church to remain pure.  It should not have spot or wrinkle but rather it should be holy and without blemish. 2 COR. 11:1-3 – Paul was exhorting the church at Corinth to be pure not corrupted and for the church to maintain the proper relationship with the Lord - Oh, that you would bear with me in a little folly--and indeed you do bear with me. 2 For I am jealous for you with godly jealousy. For I have betrothed you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ. 3 But I fear, lest somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, so your minds may be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.  In order for the church to remain pure we as Christians must remain pure since we make up the church, the body of Christ.
THREE BASIC TYPES OF PURITY:

1. SPIRITUAL PURITY – Purity of heart, soul, mind -  our inward man
A. MATT. 5:8 – The heart spoken of in the bible is our guide - Blessed are the pure in heart, For they shall see God. 

B. PROV. 23:7 – Are our thoughts pure? If not then the church cannot be pure - For as he thinks in his heart, so is he.
C. MATT. 15:18-20 – The Jews had a problem with spiritual purity because they neglected the inward man.
D. MATT. 5:27-28 – Impure actions are the direct result of impure thoughts – I. E. – King David

E. MATT. 6:19-21 – Materialism is a danger that confronts us living spiritually pure lives.

F. 1 TIM. 6:17 – Do we trust our riches or do we trust God?  If our trust is not in God then we cannot be spiritually pure.

2. DOCTRINAL PURITY – Many say it does not really matter what you believe as long as you are sincere. Does the bible confirm that assumption and prove it to be true?
A. JN. 8:31-32 – Jesus said our discipleship was conditional.  What were the conditions?  Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, "If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed. 32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free." 

B. JN. 7:15-18 – Jesus said doctrine is important and it must be doctrine from God not man.

C. JN. 8:21-24 – What about the Jews were they sincere in their religious conviction?

D. 1 TIM. 4:16 – Notice the warning Paul gives Timothy about doctrine.  It does not sound like Paul thought doctrine was not important.
E. MATT. 12:33-37 – We will be held accountable for our words we teach. Jesus said if we use the wrong words our character is flawed.

F. 1 PET. 1:22-25 – Only the word of God can purify our souls. We are born again by this incorruptible seed the word of God.

3. MORAL PURITY – Our moral standards cannot be the standards of the world.

A. EPH. 4:20-5:8 – We cannot walk as the world walks and be morally pure.

B. 1 COR. 5:1-6 – Notice what Paul instructed the church at Corinth – to purge out the old leaven – the immoral person.

C. 1 COR. 6:9-11 – Paul says they had been sanctified and washed so they were no longer involved in the type of immoral lives described by these verses.
D. GAL. 5:19-21 – We cannot be involved in the works of the flesh listed by Paul and be morally pure

E. ROM. 16:17 – The Lord demands for the members of his church to be pure.

F. REV. 2:12-16 – Church at Pergamos those who hold to the doctrine of Balaam and the Nicolatanes

CONCLUSION – 

Is purity important to God?

Are you spiritually, morally and doctrinally pure?

Is the church here at Mary Esther pure in the eyes of God?

