THE PURPOSE OF GOSPEL SERMONS

EPHESIANS 3:8-11 (TEXT)

INTRODUCTION – The purpose of preaching gospel sermons is to reveal God’s mind to men.  Paul wanted all men to see what is the fellowship of the mystery.  The mystery, being that the Gentiles as well as the Jews was to have access to the spiritual blessings in Christ.

2 COR. 4:5 – Paul here states that another purpose of Gospel sermons is to preach Jesus as Lord and Savior, notice Paul did not teach his own doctrine but the doctrine of Christ only.
1 COR. 1:10-17 – Paul wanted men to follow Christ only

ACTS 8:5-12 – Let’s look at the teaching of Phillip the evangelist

MK. 16:15-16 – Let’s also look at the words of Jesus as he gave the great commission, and notice we are to PREACH – not entertain, not a production, we are not acting.

1 TIM. 6:3-6 – We are to preach the gospel not a different doctrine, because only the gospel is God’s will.  


As we examine the wholesome words of Christ today, Let’s notice 7 distinct purposes of a gospel sermon:

1) INSTRUCTION – 

2 TIM. 3:16-17 – In a gospel sermon people can be instructed as how they can be pleasing unto God.

MATT.7:24-27 – In a gospel sermon we can also be instructed as how to be wise, and we are indeed foolish if we do not act upon the instructions we receive from God  

Where are God’s instructions for man in regard to salvation?  ROM. 1:16-17
Notice the attitude of David – PSA. 119:137-144 – As God’s people we should hear his instructions and follow them daily

2) REMEMBER – 

1 TIM. 4:6 – Paul exhorts Timothy to remind the brethren, we are often times forgetful to follow God’s instructions

2 PET. 3:1-2 – Peter exhorts the brethren to stir up their minds and to remember the commands of the apostles and the Lord Jesus Christ

We must remember God’s love, justice, and his vengeance

3) EXHORTATION – 

1 THESS. 4:1-2 – Paul here exhorts the brethren to walk in such a way as to please God.

JUDE vs 3 – We are exhorted to earnestly contend for the faith, How many of us have let an opportunity pass to contend for the Faith?

1 TIM.4:12-16 – Even though Timothy was a faithful gospel preacher Paul still exhorts him to be an example to the believer


We need to be exhorted to pray more, to study more, to visit more, to give more of our time, money, and talents in God’s service.

4) REBUKE –

We can see there is a negative as well as a positive charge given by God – Ex. – complete circuit for electricity; there must be positive and negative charges.

2 TIM. 4:1-5 – God’s preachers are directed to rebuke, it is often difficult to preach about those things that God does not want us to be involved in.

TITUS 2:15 – Ex.- VBS

God is actually the one who does the rebuking during a gospel lesson –

 HEB. 12:5 

TITUS 1:10-14 – We must also rebuke the false teachers of today

1 TIM. 5:17-21 – We must also rebuke those in sin, and after making them aware of their sin we need to try to restore them – GAL.6:1-2

5) COMFORT – 

ROM. 15:4 – The scriptures are a source of comfort to those who are faithful

REV. 2:10 – Be faithful unto death

REV. 14:13 – The faithful will be rewarded by God

In the N.T. times, there was a false doctrine prevalent that there would be no resurrection from the dead but let’s notice the comforting words of God – 

1 THESS. 4:13-18

6) WARNING – 

2 THESS. 1:7-9 – God in this passage warns all men to obey the gospel and be faithful, or pay the consequences

2 COR. 5:10-11 – Paul in his preaching warned men of the terror of the Lord

HEB. 10:23-29 – Christians must also be warned of the possibility of apostasy and be encouraged to be faithful.

EXAMPLES – NOAH – JONAH warned Nineveh, they had 40 days to repent.

ACTS 20:28-31 – Apostle Paul warned the elders as he taught them

7) SALVATION – 

ACTS 4:12 – In a gospel sermon we can preach the salvation that is available only in Christ

ACTS 3:19 – We can preach that repentance is necessary just as Peter did

ROM. 10:9-10 – We can preach as Paul proclaimed to the Romans the need to confess Jesus before men, the name in which salvation is found.

ACTS 2:38 – We can preach as Peter did on Pentecost

GAL.3:26-27 – We can affirm with Paul that baptism puts us into Christ

ACTS 8:22 -  We can preach that a believer who falls into sin can repent and pray in order to have those sins forgiven

