THE RESPONSIBILITY TO TEACH

HEBREWS 5:12-14 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – The religion of Christ is a teaching religion, but who is responsible for teaching.  You may say I know the answer it is the preacher or elders or deacons.  Let’s look at the command Jesus gave his apostles – MARK 16:15-16 – “Go into all the world and preach the gospel.” – Notice first what they are to preach the gospel – Why is this so? – ROM. 1:16-17 – Christ wanted the gospel proclaimed so all could hear the message of salvation – ROM. 10:13-17 – You might say well that passage applies to the apostles and not to me.

Notice MATT. 28:18-20 – Jesus said go teach, baptize and teach them all things whatsoever I have commanded you.  He did command them to teach all nations so we have the same responsibility.  Sometimes we lose sight of this command and we help those in foreign countries, but fail to teach the truth to those closest to us.  

We need to get involved in teaching – you might say well I am to young in the faith – 1 TIM. 4:11-16 - The truth must be committed to faithful men – 

1. What we teach must be the truth – JN. 8:32 – the truth will set you free – not just something that is close to the truth

2. Where is the truth found? JN. 17:17 – “Thy word is truth.”

3. What will faithful men do? – “Teach others also”

4. 2 TIM. 4:1-8 – As Paul faced death he was concerned about others carrying on the teaching of the truth – I.E. – Timothy – He was concerned that they would continue to teach and preach the gospel – the word of truth.

a. Preach the word, but do not say anything negative, accentuate the positive, eliminate the negative – Child must learn what no means!

b. There is no way to preach the gospel and eliminate the negative – 2 TIM. 2:2
i. Reprove – negative

ii. Rebuke – negative

iii. Exhort – positive

Many say well if we preach and teach the truth (which includes negative preaching people will not respond.)  We must remember even though we may get different reactions to the truth – It is the choice of the individual not the teacher – ROM. 6:16-18 – Human nature does not change, we will get the same response or reaction today as they got in N.T. times.

REACTIONS OR RESPONSES TO THE GOSPEL - 

1. PARABLE OF THE SOWER – LUKE 8:5-15 – 

a. Wayside soil – vs. 12 

b. Rocky soil – vs. 13

c. Thorny soil – vs. 14

d. Good ground or soil – vs. 15

e. What type of soil are you?  What is your reaction to the Word of truth.

2. REACTION OF THE BEREANS – ACTS 17:11 – 
a. Bereans acted favorably – they tested or proved what Paul said – Do you have your Bible open?  Are you searching the scriptures to see if truth is being taught?  They searched the scriptures daily – “A thorough examination from top to bottom” – Vincent

b. God does not want us to be gullible – ROM. 10:17
c. God wants us to be diligent – 1 THESS. 5:21 – “Prove all things hold fast (glue yourself to) that which is good.”

d. God wants us to examine teaching that goes on in the world – 1 JN. 4:1 – Try the spirits – Why – False prophets and false teachers in the world

i. How do we know? DEUT. 18:20-22 – False prophet is identified by his words  not coming to pass.

ii. We determine who is a false teacher by comparing his teaching to the Word of God – MATT. 7:15 – By their fruits ye shall know them – not just their character – What I say and do can be examined objectively by comparing it to the truth in God’s word.

3. DEFENSE OF STEPHEN - ACTS 7:54-59
a. Did they appreciate the truth Stephen presented? – NO – They were cut to the heart by the gospel.

b. They killed the messenger because they did not like the message, but it is interesting to note they did not make any argument against the message! 

4. NAAMAN THE LEPER - 2 KINGS 5:1-11 –

a. Vs. 11 – Naaman was wroth – he was mad at the message but he was still a leper – 

b. Vs. 13-15 – Naaman being mad did not change the truth of the message!

c. I.E. – Paul was instructed to be baptized to wash away his sins – ACTS 22:16 -  Did he get mad, NO, he obeyed the message given him by Ananias

5. REACTION OF THE ATHENIANS – ACTS 17:22-34
a. Note verses 32-34 – Various reactions to the truth

i. Some mocked

ii. We will hear thee again of this matter

iii. Certain men clave and believed the truth presented by Paul

b. How do you judge yourself? – ACTS 13:44-46 – The Jews rejected the gospel and judged themselves unworthy of everlasting life

i. Do you love the truth? – 2 THESS. 2:10-12 – Notice the reward for not believing the truth

ii. There are consequences for obeying the truth – 2 THESS. 1:7-9 – Punished with everlasting destruction

iii. Do not be like Felix – ACTS 24:25 – He wanted a convenient season – “as easy to do it, as it is to not do it” 

iv. Today – 2 COR. 6:2
v. Obey Christ today – HEB. 5:8-9
vi. Do not be like the rich young ruler – MATT. 19:16-22 – He asked the right question – What lack I yet?  He just did not like the answer – Jesus the Son of God told him the truth and he rejected it.  

CONCLUSION – 

How much does a person leave when he dies?  He leaves all of it – MATT. 6:19-21 – Where is your treasure?  

Do not go away sorrowful – you might ask what must I do? – ACTS 2:36-41 – Those who gladly received his word were baptized – What a wonderful attitude? 

When Philip preached Jesus to the Eunuch – ACTS 8:30-38 – He did not argue about the teaching, and he did not reject the truth – No – He gladly obeyed – Want you do the same today?

