THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF THE PHARISEES

MATTHEW 5:20 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – MATT. 5:20 - For I say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven.
Jesus is teaching us thru the text that the righteousness which Christ came to establish by this rule must exceed that of the scribes and Pharisees, v. 20. This was strange doctrine to those who looked upon the scribes and Pharisees as having arrived at the highest pitch of religion. The scribes were the most noted teachers of the law, and the Pharisees the most celebrated professors of it, and they both sat in Moses' chair, and had such a reputation among the people, that they were looked upon as super-conformable to the law, and people did not think themselves obliged to be as good as they; it was therefore a great surprise to them, to hear that they must be better than they, or they should not go to heaven; and therefore Christ here states it plainly. The scribes and Pharisees were enemies to Christ and his doctrine, and were great oppressors; and yet it must be noted, that there was something commendable in them. They were much in fasting and prayer, and giving of alms; they were punctual in observing the ceremonial appointments, and made it their business to teach others.

We must do more than they, and better than they, or we shall come short of heaven. They were partial in the law, and laid most stress upon the ritual part of it; Jesus is teaching it is not enough to give the priest his tithe, but we must give God our hearts. They minded only the outside, but we must make conscience of inside godliness. They aimed at the praise and applause of men, but we must aim at acceptance with God: they were proud of what they did in religion, and trusted to it as a righteousness; but we, when we have done all, must deny ourselves, and say, We are unprofitable servants, and trust only in the righteousness of Christ.  To be righteous we must possess godliness internally and externally – JAMES 1:21-27 - To be doers not hearers only because if this is the way we live we deceive ourselves.  He also tells us to bridle our tongues or our religion is defiled.  The Pharisees were very religious but their religion was defiled.
THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF THE PHARISEES:
1. THEY WERE FAULT FINDERS – 

A. MATT. 7:1-5 – They were not truly concerned with helping others they just wanted to point out their problem.

B. JN. 8:3-6 – They wanted no compassion or mercy shown to this woman but Jesus points out their condition in verse 7.
C. LUKE 11:53-54 – The Pharisees were always questioning Jesus not because they asking questions from an honest ands inquisitive heart but because they sought to catch him with his words.

2. THEY WERE FOLLOWERS OF TRADITION – 

A. MARK 7:1-13 – They thought the traditions of the elders was just as binding as God’s law and they even used the keeping of their traditions as an excuse for not keeping the law – I.E. – Parents
B. COL. 2:8 – Paul warned the brethren at Colossae that the traditions of men could spoil them.  I.E. - 2 songs and a prayer

3. THEY LOVED PRAISE OF MEN – 

A. JN. 12:42-43 – They loved being in the spot light and they did not want to give up their prestigious position to become a servant of Christ.

B. 2 COR. 4:5 – Paul as an apostle did nothing to exalt himself only Christ, but many today want to be referred to as reverend and wear special clothing to distinguish them selves from others.
C. MATT. 23:5-9 – Jesus condemned this type of attention.  They liked the chief seats and to be called Rabbi
D. MATT. 6:-6 – Jesus said do not engage in worship to be seen of men.  Worship is to be offered to God it is not some side show that we put on so others can be entertained while watching.

4. THEY SAID BUT DID NOT – 

A. MATT. 23:1-4 – They are willing to bind heavy burdens but are not willing to shoulder them.  Do as I say not as I do – this is not an effective way to teach others.

B. MATT. 7:24-27 – This shows the futility of not obeying Jesus.

C. JAMES 4:17 – If we know to do good and do it not it is SIN!!! 

5. THEY OMITTED WEIGHTIER MATTERS OF THE LAW – 

A. MATT. 23:23 – They should not omitted justice, mercy and faith.

B. JAMES 2:10-11 – If we break one commandment then we are guilty of all.

6. THEY WERE HYPOCRITES – 

A. LUKE 12:1 – Jesus boldly proclaims that the Pharisees were full of hypocrisy just as leaven permeates thru out the dough so that no part of the bread is un affected by the leaven.
B. MATT. 23:13-22, 23, 25, 27, 29 – Jesus condemns the Pharisees as hypocrites.
7. THEY WERE SELF RIGHTEOUS – 

A. LUKE 18:9-14 – The Pharisee stood condemned before God because he trusted in himself.

B. LUKE 16:13-15 – Are we guilty of highly esteeming the of men?

C. JUDGES 21:25 – Do you do what is right in your own eyes or you concerned with what God would have us to be doing? 

D. ROM. 10:1-3 – They went about and sought to establish their own righteousness.

CONCLUSION – 

Does our righteousness exceed the righteousness of the Pharisees?

If not then we cannot enter into heaven?
