THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST

HEBREWS 9:26-28 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – The text clearly states that Jesus will appear a second time.  This event is known to many in the religious world as the 2nd coming of Christ.  We have recently been studying about the church spoken of in the Bible and noticed that the religious world in general has many misconceptions about the Lord’s church.  This seems to be the case as well when we talk about what the Bible has to say about the “second coming of Christ.”  This is another Bible topic that has confused man and as a result many teachings and many takes by man are presented concerning this Bible subject.

As we investigate this subject today we will attempt to do so by searching the scriptures and investigating the truth that they reveal about this event. 

May be the confusion is so great about this subject because man:

1. Cannot determine when this event will take place.  Many have made predictions in the discussion of this subject, but all such efforts are futile – MATT. 24:36 – No man knows when God will come in judgment. 

2. Finds it hard to comprehend that God is not limited by time – 2 PET. 3:7-8 – The time of the 2nd coming is uncertain , unsure, and it is undeterminable.  It has been about 2000 years since this promise was made by Christ and received by his apostles, but if a day is as a 1000 years and a 1000 years as a day, then it may just seem to God as if there have only been 2 days of this great gospel dispensation for man to respond to the greatest message of all time the gospel.

3. 2 PET. 3:9 – God wants all men to repent and id longsuffering, but he will keep his promise and come again –2 PET. 3:10A – The day of the Lord will come – And it is impossible for God to lie – TITUS 1:1-2 –

Now that we understand that Christ will come let’s study some of the effects of his coming:

1. PRIOR TO THE 2ND COMING THERE WILL BE DISPUTATIONS – 

A. Men of perversion will say the Lord is not coming again – 1 TIM. 6:3-6 – 

Those who teach this type of doctrine are not consenting to the wholesome words of Christ.

B. There will be scoffers who will dispute that Christ is not coming again – 

2 PET. 3:1-6 - Scoffers will say Christ is not coming, because things are

 just as they have always been vs.5-6, through their ignorance they forget 

about how God destroyed the world in the days of Noah when the earth 

was overflowed and flooded by water. 

Did they scoff at Noah, as he built the ark and warned of a

flood that was coming? GEN. 7:23 – Yes they scoffed at the message

because only Noah and his family remained alive.

When Christ does comes again all who have obtained the salvation that is only available in Christ will be safe and those who scoffed and disputed God’s word of truth will be eternally punished in Hell.

2. IT IS ALSO IMPORTANT FOR US TO UNDERSTAND THE SECOND COMING WILL COME ABOUT WITHOUT NOTIFICATION – 

A. Christ is going to come as a thief in the night – 1 THESS. 5:1-11 – Have ever known or heard of a thief giving advanced notice that he was coming?  No, because if we knew when he was coming we would be prepared and watching.

B. Parable of the 10 Virgins – MATT. 25:1-13 – Christ is teaching that we should be prepared and diligently working upon his return.

C. Why is Christ going to come suddenly without prior warning?  God wants us to be prepared at all times for this great event.

D. Another event that often comes at an unexpected  time is death – we must be prepared for death to overtake us – HEB. 9:27 – It is appointed unto man once to die and after that the judgment.

Would you be prepared if Christ came back today or would you be prepared if you died today to face God in judgment?

3. WHEN CHRIST COMES AGAIN THERE WILL BE THE RESURRECTION – False teachers say that when Christ comes he will only receive Christians and all the evil will have a second chance for a 7 year period of time before Christ comes back to earth to reign for a 1000 years.  Does God’s word confirm this to be true?

A. JN. 5:28-29 – This takes care of the dead, all that are in the grave will hear his voice – How? – Just as Lazarus did – JN. 11:39-44
B. Those who are dead in Christ shall rise first – 1 THESS. 4:15-18 – Christ will descend from heaven with a shout!  

C. What about those who are alive – Notice vs. 17 – Those which are alive are not left on earth for a second chance.  

4. THOSE WHO HAVE SERVED CHRIST WILL PUT ON INCORRUPTION
A. 1 THESS. 4:13-14 – Christ will bring with him the spirits of the righteous from paradise. They will be reunited with their body but it will not be a physical body, one prepared for them by God

B. They will not come in their physical bodies – PHIL. 3:20-21 – What will this body look like?

C. 1 JN. 3:1-3 – It will be a Christ like body – “we shall be like him”

D. How does this come about? Paul explained it to the Corinthians like this – 1 COR.15: 35-48 – It will be incorruptible, spiritual, heavenly – Because flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God – 1 COR. 15:50
E. What about those who are living on earth when Christ returns – Paul also explains this – 1 COR. 15:51-58 – We will be changed in a moment in the twinkling of an eye and adapted for eternity. 

It should be easy for us to see when Christ returns no one will be left on earth and this is according to God’s plan.

5. AT THE 2ND COMING THE PHYSICAL UNIVERSE – HEAVEN AND EARTH WILL BE DESTROYED – 
A. 2 PET. 3:10-12 – We notice earlier that those who served Christ put on

incorruption.  What about the ungodly?

B. They will be brought into judgment – 2 PET. 3:7
C. Remember God destroyed the ungodly in the flood vs. 4-5, and he will do so again at his 2nd coming – 2 THESS. 1:7-9 – When the Lord shall be revealed from heaven in flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God and obey not the gospel.

D. Notice the description at the judgment scene – REV. 20:11-15 – Those

whose names were not found written in the book of life were cast into the lake of fire.

6. WHY IS CHRIST COMING AGAIN? – Glorification

A. HEB. 2:9-10 – Purpose of Christ coming to earth was that he might bring

many sons unto glory.

B. Who will be glorified with Christ?  ROM. 8:16-18 – Those who will be

glorified with him are those who live and suffer with him.

C. Christ is glorified in his saints – 2 THESS. 1:10 – When Christ comes he will give glory to his saints which are his glorious body, and he will take them to their glorious home in heaven, to spend eternity with their glorious God.

D. ROM. 2:3-11 – We as God’s children are to be seeking for glory, honor, immortality, and eternal life.

E. To deliver the kingdom to God – 1 COR. 15:24-28 – Are you a child of God , a member of that kingdom that will be delivered up to God?

CONCLUSION – When Christ comes it will be the end of your chances to obey the gospel.  Do not delay – 2 COR. 6:2 – I have heard the in a time accepted, and in the day of salvation have I succored thee: behold now is the accepted time behold now is the day of salvation.

You might not live till Christ comes again, but are you prepared to meet God in judgment if you died today?  Let’s be like the 5 wise virgins prepared, watching and waiting.

