SERMON ON THE MOUNT

WHAT KIND OF PREACHING IS NEEDED TODAY?

MATTHEW 5-7 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION  - What kind of preaching is needed today?  If you ask this question you will get a variety of answers depending on who is asked.  Some will say….

We need positive, upbeat sermons.

Sermons that make people feel good about themselves.

Sermons that do not make people feel guilty or condemned.

Sermons that are short!!!

Sermons filled with illustrations, stories, and humor.

Generally the kind of preaching that is needed today is not the kind people want…most want sermons that are smooth, easy and not to direct.

ISA. 30:8-10 – What type of prophecy did Israel want – Speak to us smooth things.

JER 5:30-31 - People today express their desire to hear sermons that will not make them or others feel uncomfortable.
Some think success is only measured in numbers, but we must remember that it is God who gives the increase – 1 COR. 3:6-7
Many today focus the attention on what pleases the crowd, but we must remember that pleasing God is what counts- 1 THESS. 2:4 – Preach the gospel to please God not men.

Today many focus on entertainment, but the honest heart seeks for truth – LUKE 8:15
So we can see the kind of preaching that is needed we want to look at what many view as the greatest gospel sermon ever preached – “:THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT”

We want to study this sermon today and see if it can help us answer some questions we have about the kind of preaching we need in our day and time.

THE KIND OF PREACHING WE NEED:

1. PREACHING SHOULD TEACH US WHAT WE OUGHT TO BE – 

a. MATT. 5:6 – Christians are taught to hunger and thirst after righteousness.
b. ROM. 1:16-17 – Righteousness is found in the gospel and we should desire it.

c. 1 PET. 2:2 – How much are we to desire it as newborn babes?  If we hunger and thirst after righteousness we will be filled!

d. MATT. 5:13 – Christians are taught to be the salt of the earth – Salt not only makes food taste good it has preserving power.  We like to sample good food, odes our life make people want to sample Christianity?

e. MATT. 5:14-16 – Christians are taught to let their light shine not shine their light.

1.) HEB. 10:25 – We must be faithful in attendance, people see our example.

2.) ROM. 12:13 – We must be hospitable and friendly, invite others into our world.

3.) 1 THESS. 5:14 – We must encourage, admonish, and show support for our brethren.\

4.) COL. 3:1-2 – We must put Christ first and set our affections on things above.

5.) 1 PET. 4:3-4 – We must live pure lives in an ungodly world

6.) All these points deal with the type of people we must be and it is all part of preaching. – 2 TIM. 4:2
2. GOSPEL PREACHING EXPOSES FALSE RELIGIONS – 

a. MATT. 5:20 – Jesus exposed religious sects so people could understand and not be deceived.

b. MATT. 15:1-4 – Jesus confronts the scribes and Pharisees of his day.

c. MATT. 15:7-9 – Jesus made it plain that there was no excuse for perverting truth.  Some do not like preaching about religious error of denominations.  What do you think they do?

1.) Baptism is nonessential – MARK 16:16; ACTS 2:38
2.) We are wrong about the one church – ACTS 2:47, EPH. 4:4
3.) We are wrong and the name we wear is unimportant – ACTS 4:12, 1 COR. 1:12-13
4.) We are wrong for teaching a pattern – COL. 3:17, HEB. 8:5
5.) Jesus made it plain who he was speaking about and what sin was – MATT. 23:29-33
3. GOSPEL PREACHING DEALT WITH SPECIFIC SINS – 

a. HATRED – MATT. 5:23-24
b. LUST – MATT. 5:27-28
c. ADULTERY – MATT. 5:31-32
d. SWEARING – MATT. 5:33-37
e. VEANGEANCE – MATT. 5:38-39
f. LOVE – MATT. 5:43-45
g. HYPOCRITES – MATT. 6:1-2
h. FORGIVENESS – MATT. 6:14-15
i. MATERIALISM – MATT. 6:24
j. WORRY – MATT. 6:25
k. PRIORITY – MATT. 6:33
l. HYPOCRITICAL JUDGING – MATT. 7:1-5
m. Christians must demand Bible preaching that makes application – JN. 16:7-8 –
4. JESUS PREACHED ONLY ONE WAY TO HEAVEN – 

a. MATT. 7:13-14 – Salvation lays on the straight and narrow way!

b. MATT. 16:18 – Jesus promised to build one church!

c. Paul taught that there was only one body and that it was the church – EPH. 1:22-23; EPH. 4:4
d. He also taught that Jesus is the savior of the one body the church – EPH. 5:23
e. Gospel preaching must be plain so that no one will feel comfortable in a lost condition – ACTS 24:25
5. JESUS PREACHED ONE MUST DO SOMETHING TO BE SAVED – 

a. MATT. 7:21-23 – We must do the will of the father.

b. WE must meet God’s conditions in order to receive god’s forgiveness:

1.) LUKE 6:46 – We cannot call Jesus Lord and not DO the things he says!

2.) 1 JN. 5:3 – If we love God then we keep his commandments.

3.) What are we told to do in the NT plan of salvation:

· HEAR – ROM. 10:17
· BELIEVE – JN. 8:24
· REPENT – LUKE 13:3
· CONFESS – ACTS 8:37
· BAPTISM – ACTS 2:38
· Not by hearing only but by hearing and doing – MATT. 7:24-27
CONCLUSION – What kind of preaching do we need to today is the same kind Jesus delivered on the sermon on the mount.  Notice the conclusion of those who heard this message – MATT. 7:28-29 - And so it was, when Jesus had ended these sayings, that the people were astonished at His teaching, 29 for He taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes. NKJV
What are you going to do now that you have heard the truth?

Our hope is that you will obey  the gospel!!!! Today!

