THE SIN OF COVETOUSNESS

LUKE 12:15

INTRODUCTION – God in his wisdom and thru his word gives us a double warning sign here.  I.E. – Caution - Danger warning the bridge is out ahead!  Would you heed the warning?  God is here telling us to take heed and beware to have a sense of urgency and caution.  

Covetousness has caused every kind of crime and vice imaginable to man – robbery, extortation, adultery, murder.  Many because of covetousness have spoken lies and tried to inflict intentional hurt to others, they have acted with malice in their heart.

What does God say about this sin: DEFINITION – to want and desire the things that belong to other people.  A person can also be covetous w/o any regard for what another might have, but he just has an insatiable and incessant desire to have more $, houses, cars, prestige, popularity, praise!  It is an inordinate desire for things and passions for acquiring these things to please ourselves and gratify ourselves.

1. FUNDAMENTAL – One of the fundamentals God covers with his people in the beginning of the Bible.

a. EX. 20:17 – From the giving of the law on Mt. Sinai God pointed out as part of the ten commandments that Israel should not engage in this sin

b. DEUT. 5:21 – When Moses read the law of God to the children of Israel He saw fit to define every aspect of covetousness for Israel. This law would reach into every part of their lives and their relationship not only to God, but also to their fellow man.  God’s word clearly teaches that we must not covet things or people

2. SLOTHFULNESS – 

a. PROV.21: 25-26 – God teaches that the slothful and sluggard who will not work, but desires and wants the things of others is covetous!  He will not work and expend labor and effort to get the things he covets, but he just lays around wanting the things that others have obtained by honest work and labor.

b. EPH. 4:28 – Notice the exhortation of Paul to the Ephesians.  Work is good, work is honorable, parents teach these young children to work and you may say how begin with very simple things such as putting up their toys when they are finished playing.  Clean up pew before leaving the building.   Do not do everything for them or you will teach them to be slothful – LAZY!!!

c. ACTS 20:32-35 – Paul uses his life as an example.  Did Paul ever have occasion to be in want? YES, but he did not covet the things of others, either their silver, gold, or apparel.

3. MORTIFY IT – 

a. COL. 3:2-6 – Paul here instructs us thru the Spirit to set our affections on things above, not on the things of the earth.  God teaches us to mortify this sin before it mortifies us.  Paul warns us that covetousness is idolatry.  Give this sin the death penalty because it is deadly to the soul of man and contrary to the character of God!

b.  EPH. 5:1-5 – This sin can cause us to miss heaven.  If we are infected with the deadly disease of covetousness it will guarantee us a reserved seat in HELL! 

4. LEAVEN – EVIL – 

a. 1 COR. 5:4-11 – Covetousness can spread like an infectious disease.  God teaches it is a disease of the soul and that it can spread and multiply and “leaven “the whole lump, it can affect every member of the congregation.

b. JER. 6:13-15 – I.E. – Congregation of Israel – Sin had so permeated the camp of Israel that they could not even blush in the face of their sins before God!  No repentance was found a “little leaven” leavened the whole lump.

5. DESTROY – 

a. JOSH. 7:19-26 – Because of the covetousness of Achan at the battle of Jericho and his willingness to fly upon the spoils Israel was routed at the battle of Ai.  Look at the loss of life due to this one act of covetousness by Achan.  More importantly Achan swapped his soul for a garment, silver and a wedge of gold.

b. 1 TIM. 6:9-10 – We often think this verse just applies to those who are rich, but notice carefully God is teaching us that as Christians who are not rich we can lose our souls because we have the craving (coveted) for money and the things it will buy. 

c. HEB.13: 5-6 – Maybe the greatest obstacle we have as Christians living in America the wealthiest country in the world is that we are not easily contented.  This is a great tool of Satan, because covetousness destroys contentment.

6. LOVE – SELF – 

a. 2 TIM. 3:1-2 – Notice that God is teaching us to love our own self and only trying to fulfill my desires is covetousness.  A person who is a lover of self will be covetous.

b. LUKE 16:9-15 – We do not want to become like the Pharisees

c. LUKE 12:15-21 – The rich man was simply hoarding things to give himself pleasure and joy.  Sometimes we can be guilty of hoarding our money and not giving to God properly and we must also be careful that we as the local church do not become guilty of hoarding money in the bank so we can boast of our account balance.

CONCLUSION – God wants us to be a part of his kingdom EPH. 5:3-5 – He warns us about covetousness so we will not lose our soul.  God says do not let this name be among even one of us, because it does not become those who wear the name of Christ.

Note the words of the wise man Solomon – PROV. 28:16 – “The prince that wanteth understanding is also a great oppressor; but he that hateth covetousness shall prolong his days.”2 COR. 13:5  - Why are we going to study about the various sins the Bible tells us about thru out its pages.  “Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves.  Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you except you be reprobates?”  How do you stand before God in regard to covetousness?

