THE SIN OF CURSING

ROMANS 12:14 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – 

God admonishes us as Christians to be extra careful when we open our mouth on any occasion because the world’s most dangerous weapon has its den just behind the teeth – JAMES 3:3-12 – As Christians we are to bridle and control our tongue and speak only those edifying words of love and truth.

If not controlled the tongue speaks many forms of corrupt language – lies, dirty jokes, false doctrine, gossip, but the one we want to consider today is cursing  or the use of profanity.  

This corruption of the tongue by using curse words is something we hear nearly everywhere we go – at work, school, shopping in stores, social events, radio, television, home.  We hear this language from all types of people – rich, poor, educated, uneducated, happy, sad, adults, and even children.

Sad, to say but we even hear Christians using this type of language, we even hear some forms of cursing at church services being used by members.

If we only had one passage to turn to that tells us to not curse – ROM. 12:14 – “Do not curse”

THE SIN OF CURSING – 

1. CURSING IS NOT NEW – 

a. JOB 2:9-10 – Job’s wife told him to curse God and die, but Job realized his wife was wrong to make such a statement.  She was actually asking him to renounce his faith and confidence in God.

b. PSA. 109:15-17 – Present in the day of David

2. GOD HATES IT – 

a. EPH. 4:29 – All filthy language is forbidden

i. Cursing man – JAMES 3:8-10 – For some strange reason there are many people who would not think of taking the Lord’ name in vain by cursing yet these same people think nothing at all about calling there neighbor a dirty so and so!  The truth of the matter is that since God created man in his own image, to curse man is to curse his Creator.

ii. Cursing God – by taking his name in vain is forbidden – EX. 20:7, DEUT. 5:11 – God’s law to Israel included observing the sanctity and preciousness of his name.  When God’s name is used by anyone it ought to be done so with all reverence, and awe, and respect.  It should be done so in a worshipful manner. 

1. Any other use of it is sin and disrespectful to God’s righteousness – ISA. 57:15 – His name is lofty and holy – PSA. 111:9 – Holy and reverend is God’s name

2. To use his name profanely is to curse God – LEV. 24:10-15
3. We must not curse God in our heart – JOB 1:5 – We know that God looks upon the heart – ECCL. 10:20 – If we do so we renounce our willingness to submit to God’s authority.

3. COMES IN VARIOUS FORMS – 

a. Legitimate words abused – 

i. Damn – MK. 16:16  - KJV – Legitimate use not wrong – to condemn, but when it is misused as a curse word it is wrong.

ii. Hell – MATT. 18:8-9 - Legitimate use not wrong – place of eternal punishment, but when it is misused as a curse word it is wrong.

b. Euphemisms – Milder way of stating something harsh, blunt, offensive, unpleasant

i. Biblical examples – not inherently wrong – JUDGES 3:24
ii. Modern day example – not wrong – when one dies, we say they have “passed on.”

iii. Can be wrong by what they represent – 

1. God – gosh, golly

2. Jesus – gee

3. God’s name in vain – doggone, dadgummit

4. Damn – darn, dang

5. Are such in harmony with biblical instruction – EPH. 4:29-31, EPH. 5:3-8, COL. 3:8 – 
c. Second hand cursing – repeating the profanity of others’ stories, jokes etc. 

4. WHY DO PEOPLE CURSE – 

a. Bad Heart -  MATT. 12:34-37
b. Uncontrolled tongue – anger – MATT. 26:71-74 – I.E. – Peter

c. No fear of God – ROM. 3:9-18 – The Gentiles as well as the Jews had got to the point that they cursed God and had no fear of him in their eyes.

d. Habit – It begins small, progresses, ends big – PSA. 109:17-20 – Some people cloth themselves with cursing to the extent that it becomes habitual.   Some curse because they think it is a sign of manliness or to draw attention to themselves.  Many curse because their vocabulary is not to large anyway, and so they get into the habit of cursing.  Some people cannot say a complete sentence without inserting a curse word.- PSA. 10:4-7
CONCLUSION – The consequences of cursing are like all other sins it can cause us to lose our soul and can influence others by our example to lose their soul.  What type of example do we want to be? – 1 PET. 1:15-16 – We as Christians need to reflect the holiness of God.  We have many good things to think on; so don’t be filled with the bad.  We have many good things to talk about and good language to use.  So use our tongue  for God.

