THE SIN OF ENVY

1 PETER 2:1-3 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – The text clearly tells us we need to lay aside sin in our life and one of the sins that easily besets us is the sin of envy. The Hebrew writer also exhorts us to lay aside sin in our life and to look unto Jesus – HEB. 12:1-4 – Jesus is our example to follow.

This sin of envy needs to be studied today because it produces such devastating consequences – JAMES 3:13-18 – Notice that envy produces strife and contentions and every evil work

ENVY, ENVYING – DEFINITION – Vine’s

A. Noun.

phthonos NT:5355, "envy," is the feeling of displeasure produced by witnessing or hearing of the advantage or prosperity of others; this evil sense always attaches to this word, Matt 27:18; Mark 15:10; Rom 1:29; Gal 5:21; Phil 1:15; 1 Tim 6:4; Titus 3:3; 1 Peter 2:1; so in James 4:5, where the question is rhetorical and strongly remonstrative, signifying that the Spirit (or spirit) which God made to dwell in us was certainly not so bestowed that we should be guilty of "envy."

Note: Zelos, "zeal or jealousy," translated "envy" in the KJV, in Acts 13:45; Rom 13:13; 1 Cor 3:3; 2 Cor 12:20; James 3:14,16, is to be distinguished from phthonos, and, apart from the meanings "zeal" and "indignation," is always translated "jealousy" in the RV. The distinction lies in this, that "envy" desires to deprive another of what he has, "jealousy" desires to have the same or the same sort of thing for itself 

Envy is like an undercover agent you never know how many victims have been slain by this giant – PROV. 27:4 – Envy is said to have more devastating results than wrath and anger by the wise man.  It is indeed a dangerous spiritual disease – I.E. – anthrax – PROV. 14:30 – Envy is rottenness to the bones

The Sin of ENVY:

1. SPARKED THE CRUCIFICION –

a. MATT. 27:11-26 – The cold blooded murder of the Son of God took place because of envy

b. JN. 11:47-53 – These religious leaders did not want to lose their place and nation

2. TORN FAMILIES APART – 

a. ACTS 7:6-10 – Joseph was sold into slavery by envious brothers – They originally intended to kill him – GEN. 37:18-20 –

b. LUKE 15:25-30 – The son who had all the inheritance was envious over the attention given to the prodigal son by the father

3. PROMOTES WICKED LIVING – 

a. PROV. 24:1-2 – We must be careful not to be envious of the wicked who seem to be having all the fun living a life of sin – we must realize these temporary pleasures turn into eternal nightmares – 

b. Moses was not envious of these pleasures of sin – HEB. 11:24-26 – How greatly do we esteem the riches of Christ?  

c. Some just do not want to give up the party style of life – night clubs, beach parties, drinking parties etc.  – but notice the end of this lifestyle – PSA. 37:37-40 – 

d. Notice God’s exhortation to us today – PROV. 23:17 – Do not make the big mistake of envying sinners, it will cost you your soul!

4. SOWETH BLASPHEMOUS CONDUCT –

a.  ACTS 13:44-48 – The Jewish leaders envied the attention the multitudes gave to Paul and his preaching of the gospel.  When they spoke against the things Paul said they were contradicting the word of God. 

b. We have the same problem today among Christians – if we speak against the word of God – many do so because they are envious of the notoriety of some brethren and they want their position to be heard even if it is not in accordance with the word of God, so that they might be noticed of men and held in high regard.  We better be more concerned about what God thinks about us than man – JN 12:42-43 – We have brethren who are more concerned about their position and status in the brotherhood than they are with the truth. 

5. CARNAL MIND KINDLERS DIVISION – 

a. 1 COR. 1:10-13 – Envy kindles division and contentions

b. 1 COR. 3:1-7 –  Envy genders a carnal mind - Who taught you?  Paul, Apollos, or Cephas.  

c. The Corinthians were also envious over spiritual gifts – 1 COR. 13:4 – Paul told them love is better than spiritual gifts and it is not envious, we as Christians are to encourage love and rebuke envy.

6. PUTS YOU IN BAD COMPANY – 

a. TITUS 3:3-7 – Hateful company keeps it – It is plain hateful to disobey the gospel and reject salvation because you are rejecting the gift of God’s love

b. 1 COR. 15:33 – Being envious will put us in bad company

CONCLUSION – If we have envy in our life get rid of it today – 2 COR. 6:2
