THE SIN OF GAMBLING

MATTHEW 16:24-26 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – Since men have been on this earth, there has always been those who want to earn a living at the expense of others.  Gambling defined is “To play at any game of chance for stakes or risk money, or anything of value, on the outcome of something involving chance.  To bet, wager, any matter or things involving risk or hazardous uncertainty.  

Why study this subject?  Let’s look at some disturbing facts provided for us by the National Council on Problem Gambling

Prevalence among our youth – The mean age of initial gambling for social recreation or entertainment was found to be 8.3 years for boys and 8.9 years for girls.

In a study of Minnesota youth, 60% of high school students who are problem gamblers had gambled in the 6th grade or before.

Jacobs (2000) reports that juvenile involvement in gambling in the U.S. exceeds the onset for their use of cigarettes, hard liquor, and drugs.

Approximately 80% of youth age 12-17 have gambled in the last 12 months - (Gupta 2000) 

Studies show that youth with gambling problems as they become adults have more problems with family, academics, peers, and a higher rate of legal problems.

America is obsessed with gambling and people who promote the lotteries that are now prevalent in many states through out the U.S.  have cleverly presented this bill of goods to our people as “gaming” in an effort to remove the social stigma that was once attached to gambling.

What is the BIBLE truth pertaining to gambling:

1. GAMBLING VIOLATES GOD’S LAWS -  

a. LAW OF LABOR - 
i. GEN. 3:19 – Work for our bread

ii. 2 THESS. 3:7-12 – I.E. – Paul – Labored and travailed

iii. 1 TIM. 5:8 – We must provide for our own house, some might say that gambling is a way to do so

iv. ROM. 12:17 – God intended for man to work and earn (honestly and fairly) those possessions and daily goods needed to sustain life and do God’s will.  Gamblers are lazy parasites and violate this law of labor.

b. LAW OF EXCHANGE – 

i. MATT. 25:1-9 – In order to obtain goods there must be a fair medium of exchange

ii. LEV. 19:35-37 – God declared to his people that there must be a just medium of exchange

iii. JOHN 2:16 – Jesus was also angry because they were unjust in their charge for the doves, sheep, and oxen

c. LAW OF LOVE – 

i. MATT. 7:12 – Do you want to be robbed?  This is exactly what happens with the sin of gambling.  How can we say we truly love our fellow man and rob him of his possessions at the same time.  We are aiding them in destroying their homes and family by taking money that is needed to provide the necessities of life for their families.

ii. 1 COR. 13:4-7 – Gambling violates God’s law of love – we are seeking our own way instead of rejoicing in truth we are following after evil

iii. EPH. 4:28 – How can I show my love for others if I cannot give to the person in need because of this sin.

2. GAMBLING IS A WORK OF THE FLESH – GAL. 5:19-21
a. COVETEOUSNESS – COL. 3:5 – Paul by inspiration says we need to put to death these things.  As Christians we are not to have an inordinate desire or craving for material things – LUKE 12:15 – Jesus tells us to beware of covetousness.

b. THIEVERY – 1 COR. 6:9-11 – Gambling is thievery by consent, just as dueling is murder by consent, the principle is the same.

c. EXTORTION – LUKE 18:9-14 – Even this self righteous Pharisee recognized “extortation” as ungodly and wicked.  Extortion – is defined as plundering others, pillaging, robbery, wresting from a person by force or coercion, or other undue illegal means their money or property, sometimes by cheating.

d. IDOLATRY – EPH. 5:3-5 – Many times this sin becomes an obsession with people.  They become a compulsive gambler.  As a result their families go deep in debt borrowing, they starve their families – food, shelter, clothing the necessities of life they need.  Gamblers are willing to lie, steal, commit crimes such as murder and prostitution they are willing to do anything to get the money to gamble with.

e. National Council on Gambling – 10 Questions
i. Have you often gambled longer than you planned?

ii. Have you often gambled till your last dollar was gone?

iii. Have thoughts of gambling caused you to lose sleep?

iv. Have you used your income or savings to gamble while letting your bills go unpaid?

v. Have you repeated unsuccessful attempts to stop gambling?

vi. Have you broken the law or considered breaking the law to finance your gambling?

vii. Have you borrowed money to finance your gambling?

viii. Have you felt depressed or suicidal because of your gambling losses?

ix. Have you been remorseful after gambling?

x. Have you gambled to get money to meet your financial?

3. GAMBLING PRODUCES EVIL FRUITS – MATT. 7:15-20
a. DESTROYS YOUR GOOD NAME – PROV. 22:1 – Failure to pay bills on time is gambling with your good name

b. DESTROYS YOUR INFLUENCE – COL. 4:5 – “Walk in wisdom toward them that are without, redeeming the time.”  We do not want to be the salt that has lost its savor.

c. NEGLECTS CHILDREN’S WELFARE – EPH. 6:1-4 – We are to teach our children to be responsible

d. DESTROYS SELF RESPECT – TITUS 2:1-10 – God sets down instructions for the young and old alike as to how they are to live and thereby respect themselves

CONCLUSION – Gambling is a sin that affects our souls destiny.  It destroys lives and reaps havoc on many families in our country today.  A country which once vehemently denounced gambling for the vice ii is.

Do not gamble with the salvation of your soul today – Agrippa – almost persuaded

Felix – when I have a more convenient season.  Begin serving the Lord today!  

