THE SIN OF GOSSIP

JAMES 3:5-8 TEXT

INTRODUCTION – In every church seems like there are present in the number those who are entangled in the sin of gossip – Sister Lucy Looselips and Brother Henry Bigmouth.  It has been said a gossip is a person who can’t leave “bad enough” alone.  Gossip has been said to be the “peddling of meddling.”

My mom always taught me to give people the benefit of the doubt, but a gossip wants to give others the benefit of the dirt!  

A gossip is one who turns a earful into a mouthful.  DEFINITION – The New Bible Dictionary - talebearer – The giving out or carrying of slander or the wrong use of the tongue.  All tale bearing whether false or not is malicious and foolish; especially between neighbors or brothers and is condemned and will be punished by God.  An informer 

What does the Bible say about some brethren ‘s favorite past time.

1. TALE-BEARERS – This is the biblical description of one who gossips.

a. LEV. 19:16 – Does God want us to be a talebearer?

b. PSA. 15:1-3 – Do people who truly worship God, backbite with their tongue?

c. PROV. 11:9-13 – How many good relationships with neighbors have been destroyed by gossip and rumors being spread by an unbridled tongue?  

d. PROV. 26:20-22 – Gossip cannot live if it is not spread, it dies out like a fire that has no wood

e. PROV. 20:19 – God’s word says don’t associate with a gossip – Do you know everything that I as the preacher may know about a problem a member is having? NO – Confidentiality is involved, and if you don’t know that might mean it is none of your business!!! – I.E. – Colin

2. EVIL FRUIT – We need to be careful what we say.

a. MATT. 12:35-37 – Jesus teaches that the very words that come from our mouth bear fruit.  It is either the fruit of sin and evil or goodness.  It is a sobering thought indeed to think that our words will justify us or condemn us before God.  The evil fruit of gossip comes forth from a corrupt heart.

b. PROV. 16:27-30 -  Many people spend their time calling others to talk to them until they hear some juicy gossip and then they spend their time passing it on to others.  They dig up evil – I.E. – Party line telephone

3. BUSY BODIES – This can be and has been a problem in the church.  DEFINITION – A meddler in alien matters, one who meddles in things that do not concern him.  A calumniator – one who makes malicious, slanderous, or defamatory statements.

a. 2 THESS. 3:6-11 – God teaches that these busy bodies in Thessalonica were not working to support themselves, but wandering around from house to house helping other people “mind their business.”  It did not dawn on them to “mind their own business” and assist others as they need help – PHIL. 2:1-3 – 

b. 2 THESS. 3:12-15 – God’s word clearly states that They were instructed to withdraw from those who walk disorderly – vs 6 and that group of individuals was defined as those who were busybodies – vs. 11 – Is this a serious offense in the eyes of God? YES

c. 1 TIM. 5:11-13 – Example of one who is guilty – the younger widow

4. CLASSIFICATION – We tend to view this sin as acceptable, but how does God look at it?

a. PROV. 25:18 – What is Solomon saying, he is telling us that gossip is equal to the sin of murder.  You might say no way.

b. Listen to the apostle Peter – 1 PET. 4:14-16 – Gossips would be found in the company of murderers- thieves – How many in this audience this morning would ever think of murdering or stealing?  You say no way I would even consider it as a Christian – but how many of us are often drawn into the web of Satan by gossip.  Certainly one who does this is an “evil-doer” hurts himself and others as well.  Our gossip can destroy the reputation of those are innocent.  I.E. – Drunk driver destroys innocent life.
c. Gossip has caused friendships to be broken, hatred and feuds, that resulted in murder and war – PROV. 18:5-8 – The wound are deep.  It used to be that some of the most life threatening surgery was that to the abdomen, because the wound was deep.  Wounds of gossip are deep and can lead to spiritual death.

5. VANITY – 

a. JAMES 1:26 – God says that “the man who does not bridle his tongue” voids his religion.  I don’t know about you but I do not want to be in that position with God.  The position where our religion is empty, worthless, meaningless even though he may excel in every other realm of being a Christian – How do you think he would feel spending eternity in torment because of gossip?

b. We must exercise self control – it is required of every Christian in order to please God – 1 COR. 9:27 – Paul had to restrain himself to not say ugly and mean things about those who persecuted him or false brethren who tried to discourage him – 2 COR. 11:23-28 – People were constantly attacking Paul and his right to be an apostle

6. WARNING – 

a. GAL. 5:15 – God warns Christians not to bite and devour one another.  If we gossip about our brethren we are involved in destroying the church which Christ shed his blood to purchase.

b. PROV. 6:16-19 – Gossip is included in the 7 things God hates – He that sows discord among brethren, a lying tongue.

c. Note what the apostle John – the apostle of love said – 3 JN. 9-11- Malicious words can cause great harm.

d. Many churches have been torn to shreds because of some gossip that was started about the preacher, elder, or one of the members – REMEMBER – ROM. 1:28-32 – The judgment of God came upon the Gentiles described in these verse, we do not need to deceive ourselves into believing that God will not bring the same judgment upon us today if we are guilty of the sin of gossip.

CONCLUSION – Are we guilty of this sin?  If so let’s do not try to excuse our action but rather take the steps necessary to insure the salvation of our souls.

