THE SIN OF LASCIVIOUSNESS

GALATIANS 5:19-21 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – The sin of lasciviousness according to our text can cause us to miss heaven it is a work of the flesh, any thing that can do this deserves our study.  Let’ look at some more Bible passages concerning this sin – MK. 7:17-23 – It is a sin that comes from the heart – 2 COR. 12:21 – It was a sin the Corinthians committed and one of which they had not repented – 1 PET. 4:3-4 – It is a sin the Gentiles walked in, but Christians did not 

Definition of Lasciviousness – denotes excess, absence of restraint, indecency, licentiousness – W.E. Vine’s N.T. Dictionary - NT:766 – Thayer defines it as wanton (acts or) manners, as filthy words, indecent physical movements, unchaste handling of males and females.  It also includes filthy manners and shameless conduct.

Certainly our modern dance does all of this and more.  Whether you slow dance snuggled up or fast dance apart so you can see the indecent movement of your partner’s body lust will develop and we all know that lust can lead to sin – JAMES 1:13-15 – Lust, sin, death this is the cycle in which Satan wants us to be involved.

Parents and children alike need to know what the Bible says regarding this subject – 

3 Categories of Dancing in the Bible – 

1. Religious dance – EX. 15:20 – 1 CHRON. 15:20
2. Dance of Joy – JUDGES 11:34, PSA. 30:11
3. Passionate dance – Salome – MK. 6:22 – This is the dance of which God does not approve

EXCUSES FOR DANCING – 

1. GOOD EXERCISE – This is one of the few arguments people  have for when they start to defend dancing.  If it is only for exercise that people dance then why has the slow dance lasted so long.  This inconsistency shows that it is not exercise that lures people to the dance floor, but lust.  There are other exercises that are much better for you than dancing – Jogging, biking, push-ups, sit-ups, weightlifting etc.  Dancing can help develop an unhealthy interest in another person – sexual.  Try what God says – 1 TIM. 4:7-8 – Exercise ourselves to godliness 

2. BEING SOCIABLE – Satan has succeeded many times getting people to fall prey to this type of philosophy – “I can go to the party and be a good influence”  I will not dance or drink have been the famous last words of too many of our youth.  When you get there the pressure is “Everyone else is doing it”  “Try it you will like it” Do your own thing man”  It is the “cool” thing to do to bend with the wind, roll with the flow and go along with the majority – MATT. 7:13-14 – majority will be lost – GEN. 6:5 – The majority was doing their own thing, committing every kind of sin known to mankind.

3. BIBLE CONDONES IT – LUKE 15:25 – Is used as an example to show that God approves of such.  Remember our three categories of dance in the Bible – This was the dance of joy and rejoicing over this lost and wicked son who had repented and turned back to God.  Just because something is mentioned in a parable does not necessarily condone what is mentioned by the Lord – The closest thing in the Bible to modern dance is the dance of Salome before Herod – MK. 6:17-27 – What was the result of this type of dance – the death of a godly man- John the Baptist.

4. ENJOY / PLEASURE – Satan has indeed made sin exciting, fun, and full of pleasure – EPH. 2:1-3 – All Satan wants is for us to follow after the carnal desires of the flesh and mind – Remember Moses – HEB. 11:24-26 – The pleasure is only temporary – afterwards the eternal regret while we enjoy the wages of sin – ROM. 6:23 – Death spiritually eternally – if we could just spend one minute in heaven and one minute in hell we would not need convincing that the sacrifices we make will be worth it all.

5. NO EVIL THOUGHTS – Maybe you can dance w/o having lustful or evil thoughts, ( I seriously doubt it) but even if you could absolutely control your thoughts, there is no way you can guarantee that your partner is controlling his/her thoughts.  Do you want to cause someone to commit sin – MATT. 5:28 – MATT. 18:6-7 – There is danger in causing others to sin, because they jeopardize their soul.

CONCLUSION – Many young people dance in rebellion to what their parents have taught them not to do, when they do so they are openly defying God as well as their parents – EPH. 6:1-4 – Hopefully our young will listen to their parents and even more so to God and his holy word – ECCL.11:9-10 – 12:1.  

Remember you can be appositive example for the Lord – 1 TIM. 4:11-12 – Paul’s exhortation to Timothy.

When we are young we think the advise of our parents is not worthy of considering – but listen to Solomon – PROV. 4:1-14,20-23 – You see the fact is that many young people out for a good time never return home from the dance

