THE SIN OF LYING

JOHN 8:44 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – The text indicates that those who make lying a habit are serving Satan for he is the father of liars.  God on the other hand wants us to deal honestly with him as well as our neighbors – EPH. 4:25 –Honesty is truly the best policy.

In this lesson we will endeavor to study what God’s word says in regard to lying.

1. LYING HIDES HATRED – 

a. PROV. 10:18 – God teaches us it is possible indeed to cover one’s “true feelings” using lying words.  One may flatter with his tongue someone who he literally despises in his heart.

b. Bible Example – ACTS 24:1-6 – Is what he said here true?  No, the Jews despised the Roman rulers and their rule over them.  Yet here is a case where they lied to cover up their true feelings.  The Jews actually despised the Roman governor Felix.  They lied to him to try to persuade him to strike out against the apostle Paul for preaching the truth of the gospel.

2. LYING TO OBTAIN TREASURE – 

a. PROV. 21:2-7 – God says in his word many will try to become wealthy by the medium of telling lies.  Many men today have become wealthy by lying to the public regarding among other things “sales of various kinds.”

b. ROM. 12:17 – God tells the Christian to provide his living honestly in the sight of all men.  This means in detail just this, that the merchant is not to over charge the customer and the customer is not to take advantage of the merchant – (Shoplifting)

c. Men have become wealthy by lying in court due to bribes (income tax)  What about our contribution?  - 1 COR. 16: 1-2 – 

3. LYING MEANS WE HAVE PREPARED OUR HEART – 

a. DAN. 2:1-9 – The wise men of Babylon had come prepared to lie to the king regarding the meaning of the dreams.  But the king was not fooled, and neither is God.

b. ACTS 5:1-10 – Ananias and Sapphira concocted a lie in their own hearts, but God was not mocked nor deceived.

c. ISA. 59:12-15 – Note the condition of Israel and then examine the condition of our lives.

4. LYING IS POOR REFUGE – 

a. God sees thru our lies – MATT. 22:15-18 – Jesus knew they were not sincere and rebukes them for being hypocrites. 

b. ISA. 28:14-18 – Many people have tried to find security and refuge in lies the Jews of Christ day were guilty of this.  When we seek to find refuge in lies we find out that they have to tell other lies to cover up their sin, and pretty soon they are just telling one lie on top of another to hide their sinfulness.

c. PSA. 31:1-6 – God here teaches us we ought to seek refuge in the truth and in God who is our rock.

5. LYING PRODUCES A FALSE WITNESS – 

a. JER. 14:14-15 – There were many false witnesses in the O.T. who sought to deceive Israel by their cunning lies.

b. We are to speak the truth – EPH. 4:15
c. No lie is of the truth – 1 JN. 2:21 – If people today disagree with the truth of God’s word they are liars, they are false witnesses– PROV. 14:5
d. Example of Paul – 1 TIM. 2:7 – Paul affirmed the truth he spoke was from Christ.  ACTS 1:8 – The apostles were God’s true witnesses – JN. 16:13 – They and they alone were guided into all the truth, the truth that sets us free from sin.

e. To teach anything contrary to it would be sin – I.E. – Man’s plan of salvation – Baptism not essential – Salvation is in Christ ACTS 4:12 – We are to become Christians yet men today insist on wearing denominational names – PROV. 19:9 – Those who proclaim these doctrines of men are false witnesses and God says they shall be punished.

6. LYING PRODUCES A LOST LIFE –

a. REV. 21:8  - REV. 21:27 – REV. 22:15 – All liars will be lost in “Hell” because they loved and lived a lie.

b. 2 THESS. 2:10-12 – They choose to believe a lie and not the truth

c. ROM. 1:25 – Don’t be like the Gentiles who changed the truth of God into a lie.  Don’t die believing that baptism is an outward act that signifies or manifests inward salvation.  Instead believe the words of Jesus – MK. 16:16 -  the words of Peter – ACTS 2:38 – The words of Ananias to Saul – ACTS 22:16
CONCLUSION – Is your life a lie?  Then change it today!!!
