THE SIN OF SELF RIGHTEOUSNESS

LUKE 18:9-14 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – Jesus spoke this parable to those who trusted in themselves that they were righteous.  There are many wonderful lessons we can learn from this parable and this lesson and it is my honest prayer if any of us is guilty of this sin we will repent and turn back to trusting in God and not our own righteousness. 

When we leave God’s word and begin to seek after our own knowledge then we are establishing our own righteousness. – ROM. 10:1-3 – Our zeal our service to God must be according to knowledge. – JN. 8:32 – JN. 17:17 

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE SELF-RIGHTEOUS:

1. TRUST SELF – 

a. PROV. 3:1-7 – the self righteous man does not trust in the Lord he trust in himself, he does not acknowledge God, he sees himself as wiser than God.

b. 1 JN. 3:4 – “Whosoever commiteth sin transgresseth also the law for sin is the transgression of the law.” 1 JN. 5:17 – “All unrighteousness is sin”
c. There are some who want to legislate what sin is to others by “their word” instead of God’s word – PSA. 119:128-129 – All God’s precepts are right

d. HEB.10: 23-29 – When we forsake the assembly we are trusting ourselves or the advise of others, we know what God’s word says concerning this matter, but we go right ahead and forsake the assembly anyway.

2. DESPISE OTHERS – 

a. PROV. 14:21 – The self-righteous man despises his neighbors, he cannot bring himself to have mercy or compassion on others.

b. 2 TIM. 3:1-4 – The self righteous man despises those that are good.

c. PHIL. 2:3-8 – Notice what God’s word tells us our attitude should be, to esteem others better than ourselves – we should imitate the example of Christ

d. ROM. 14:3 – Sometimes when we have differing views on matters of judgment there is no reason to have a falling out with brethren and despise them.  Often we like to feel that those who agree with us on these matters are wise and “on the ball”

3. FAULT FINDERS – 

a. MATT. 7:1-5 – The Pharisees were judging and condemning others.  Some have microscopic vision when it comes to beholding the sin in the lives of others.  No details ever escape their eyes.  They are professionals and mote hinting is their specialty.

b. LUKE 6:36-38– Fault finders extend no mercy to their fellow man

4. BLINDED ABOUT HIS OWN LIFE – 

a. LUKE 18:11 – In our text this Pharisee prayed thus “with himself”!   His prayer was not a prayer of humility but rather an announcement to God that he was thankful that he was not as other men. (just a common sinner).  

b. 1 JN. 1:7-9 – This Bible truth shows the Pharisee was guilty of lying about his own status in life.

c. MATT. 23:23-28 – Jesus plainly tells the scribes and Pharisees they had blinded themselves to their own mistakes.  That is why we need to examine ourselves and see if we are self willed instead of seeking God’s will.

5. BRAGS ABOUT WORK ACCOMPLISHED – 

a. Look at all the work I do for the Lord – LUKE 17:10 – If we have done all that we are commanded to do we should still have the attitude that we are unprofitable servants and we have only done what was our duty to do.

b. Common fault of the self-righteous – PROV. 27:1-2 – Let others praise us and not our own lips.

c. EPH. 2:8-10 – We are what we are because of the grace of God.  God tells us plainly that we should walk in good works.  God has given us no basis to brag on ourselves.  The glory solely and totally goes to God.

6. HUMILITY IS GONE – vs. 9-14 – But notice God’s instructions

a. MICAH 6:8 – God requires us as his children to walk humbly, do justly and to love mercy

b. ACTS 20:16-19 – I.E. – Paul served the Lord with all humility of mind, our service unto God matters

c. 1 COR. 10:31-33 – This should be our goal as Christians – That whatsoever I do will give glory unto God and that it profit many unto salvation.

d. JAMES 4:6-10 – God’s grace is extended to the humble.  God will lift us up and exalt us we do not have to exalt ourselves. – 1 PET. 5:6-7 – God gives us a lot of instructions regarding humility, because it is one of man’s greatest problems.

CONCLUSION -   

Are we in the practice of tooting our own horn?  

We are not responsible for the lives that are changed by the gospel it has the power of God to save not us – ROM. 1:16 – We are just instruments used by God to spread the truth – we are the sowers of the seed, but God and God alone gives the increase. – 1 PET. 1:22-23

