THE SIN OF SELFISHNESS

1 JOHN 3:14-24

INTRODUCTION – The apostle John clearly describes in our text the sin of selfishness.  If as God’s children we do not love our brother how can we say we love God.  This would be impossible as the passage clearly tells us our hearts would condemn us and so would God who knows our hearts.

In our world today people are so concerned with serving self, we need more men like Philemon - PHILEMON vs. 1-7 – He was willing to give himself to refresh the brethren.

Note the example of the apostle Paul – PHIL. 3:7-11 – Paul was not guilty of selfishness.

What does God’s word have to say about the sin of selfishness, and our willingness to help others.   Open your Bibles and let’s study together today and see what the mind of God reveals to us.  

1. GOLDEN RULE – As Christians we are to be governed by the golden rule.

a.  MATT. 7:12 – “Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even to them: for this is the law and the prophets.” – Many people have interpreted this to mean that he who has the gold rules.  So the rich have license to trample on the poor and ignore their needs.

b. Jesus teaches us differently – MARK 10:17-21 – Jesus teaches us to have mercy on the poor.  If you were hungry and destitute and needed clothing and shelter how would you want to be treated?  Would you want to be denied?  NO, then don’t deny others the things they need.

c. Our love must be made manifest – 1 JN. 4:7-10 – God made his love known for us.  Are we making our love for others known.

2. SEEKETH OWN WAY – We strive at an early age to teach our children to share, not be selfish.

a. Bible describes love for us – 1 COR.13:1-7 – True love for God and our brethren will cause us to “seek  not our own” selfish interest and desires.

b. If we are selfish we do not seek the welfare of others – PHIL. 2:1-4 – Let us all  learn to look after the things (needs) of others.

c. Example of Timothy – PHIL. 2:19-23 – Timothy was a gospel who did not “seek his own interests.”  Rather he was full of love for the Lord and his brethren.

3. FIGHTING – the results of selfishness

a. JAMES 4:1-4 – God tells us it is selfishness in us (greed and lust) for the carnal things of this life that cause the wars and fighting among us.

b. 1 COR. 7:1-3 – When husbands and wives don’t get along it maybe because of selfishness on the part of one or both mates 

c. When brethren fuss and fight among themselves it usually is because of selfishness.  I have just got to have my way – usually over matters of judgment when brethren want to bind their opinion on the entire congregation – ROM. 14:19-22 – Destroy not the work of God because you think your way is the only way to view a matter!!! – I.E. – Children fighting over a toy, one has it and the other one grabs it away.  Let’s not act as little children.

4. EXCUSES – Are sometimes simple forms of expressing selfishness.

a. LUKE 14:16-20 – We sometimes are just like the excuse givers in this passage.  We find the excuse to do something else that still requires time, energy, and effort, but it is something that we want to do.  We are selfish and sometimes do not have the proper love for God when we offer these excuses.

b. Sometimes we can allow our family to become our biggest excuse – But Jesus teaches that we can not allow kinfolks to keep us from serving him – the true and living God – If we do so we are selfish  - LUKE 26-30 – If we started the building we should have counted the cost.

5. PRAYERS STOP – 

a. Selfishness can cause our prayers to be hindered – cut off – 1 PET. 3:1-7 – Warning to husbands and wives

b. JAMES 2:14-17 – God teaches us that if we are not helpful to our brethren, the love of God is not dwelling in us.  Many times it seems to be selfishness that prevents us expressing compassion toward others.

c. PHIL. 4:14-16 – We need to guard about being selfish as a congregation when we have the ability to help others who are preaching the gospel and need support.  The church at Philippi was not selfish.  

6. FALSE SECURITY – We are often selfish because we think we will find security in our worldly desires.

a. 1 TIM. 6:17-19 – Many have trusted in “uncertain riches” believing them to provide them true “security” in this life.  We must trust God and be willing help others.

b.  Note the contrast – 1 TIM. 6:9-12 – “Love of money and materialism destroys.” Christians should follow after righteousness, godliness, faith,  patience, and meekness etc.

c. Self reliance leads to the sin of selfishness – LUKE 12:15-21 – This man was not willing to give God proper thanksgiving or glory for the things that he had accomplished and therefore he did not entertain the thought of helping others (eat, drink, and be merry) or sharing his good fortune.  He LOST it all and his soul as well!!!

CONCLUSION – Let’s not be like the rich man and lose it all.  If we are engaged in this sin of selfishness we will lose the most precious possession God gave us our soul.  If you are not a Christian maybe it is because you have not been willing to god first place in your life, do that today!!!

