THE SIN OF SOCIAL DRINKING AND DRUNKENNESS

ROMANS 13:11-14 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – There is no disputing the fact that the most dangerous, devastating,  and whitewashed drug in the world continues to be alcohol.  It is a marked reflection on our society that we will declare war on drugs but the drug choice of alcohol is basically ignored and defended. Statistics on alcohol related problems

 Many religious people have no problem with strong drink, providing it is not used in excess (social drinking).  In this study we will examine the biblical record in regard to social drinking and strong drink.

Why does this problem exist?

First we must define the terms used in the Bible for wine and we will quickly see why there is much confusion about this subject.  There are basically three Hebrew words that are translated wine – 1) Tirosh – found 38 times in the Hebrew scriptures – 2)  Yayin is found 135 times in the Hebrew text 3)  Shakar is found 21 times.  4)  In the Greek N.T. the word oinos is found 33 times.  Each of these words are used to refer fermented or intoxicating wine or unfermented juice, cluster. 

These words unlike our word wine have both a general and specific meaning.

What does God say about the sin of social drinking and drunkenness – ROM. 13:11-14 – “not in rioting” Strong 2970 – komos – drinking parties, revelry, always used of a disorderly company, but not of necessity a drunken company.  Ones who are riotous and involved in rioting.

1. MOCKER – PROV. 20:1 – God teaches in his word that wine is a mocker and strong drink is raging – If you let that fool you then you are unwise – It is okay for me to drive I have only had a few drinks

a. EPH. 5:15-18 – God wants us to serve him as wise obedient sons

b. GAL. 6:7-9 – How do we want to sow to the flesh or to the spirit?

2. INFLUENCE – JAMES 2:17-18 – What type of faith do I display by engaging in social drinking – abstaining?

a. ROM. 14:21 – Am I willing to consider the influence I can have on others or just my selfish desires.

b. MATT. 18:6-7 – Woe if we cause a little one to stumble, what if the little one is your child!

3. LASCIVIOUS – 1 PET. 4:1-3 –

a. God uses three different words to describe the use of alcohol and its effects and he says this type of living is walking after the Gentiles

i. Excess of wines – winebibbing –  oinophulgia - to debauch with wine, drunkenness, or sottishness

ii. Revellings – komos – drinking parties

iii. Banqueting – potos – drinking matches or bouts, VS. 4 – they no longer participated in this type of activity

  
     b.  GEN. 9:20-21 – The first recorded sin after the flood was drunkenness

4. PERVERSION – PROV. 31:4-5 – Notice that God teachers when man is under the influence of alcohol our judgment and rationality and sense of justice is destroyed

a. GEN. 19:30-36 – Would Lot have done this in full control of his faculties

b. PROV. 23:35 – Provokes anger and contentions – strife – How many have been killed in fights because of alcohol?

5. CONDEMNED – ISA. 5:21-24 – Woe unto them – God condemns those who drink wine not just drunkenness

a. GAL. 5:19-21 – Notice the two classifications of those who will not inherit the kingdom of God

i. Drunkenness

ii. Revellings – drinking parties

iii.   This sin is classified right along with adultery, murder, idolatry 

b.  MATT. 24:45-51 – Note the contrast between the evil servant and the righteous one.  Here the evil servant is not drunk merely drinking with those who are.

6. EFFECTS – ISA. 19:14 – Effect of alcohol is not a pretty sight

a. PROV. 23:29-35 – Would you take a poisonous snake and put it up to your face and just let it bite you?  No, how foolish indeed.

b. ISA. 5:11-12 – It warps or inflames our minds!

c. 2 PET. 2:18-19 – Alcohol is certainly addictive, it can overcome us and bring us into bondage – Millions of alcoholics in the U.S. alone.

d. 2 COR. 7:1 – We are to cleanse ourselves from all defilement of the flesh and spirit – I.E. – Daniel - DAN. 1:8 – One surely cannot fulfill this scripture and indulge in drinking alcohol which destroys our liver, kidneys, and our brain cells

e. PROV. 21:17 – We lose our prosperity - It is all to often true that those who drink let their children go w/o proper food and clothing and even in some instances drink up their paychecks as fast as they make them and have no shelter because they cannot now pay their bills.

f. 1 THESS. 5:21-23 – God wants us to discern between good and evil, if it looks like it might be sinful the safe course is always to abstain.

CONCLUSION – We should see from God’s word we would be wise to leave this activity out of our life.  Think of all the harm that has been done in this world because of alcohol, the countless millions of children dead in cemeteries, the broken marriages and homes, the child abuse and neglect all point out the wisdom of God in instructing us to just plumb leave it alone!

