THE SIN OF UNBELIEF

HEBREWS 3:12-13 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – When the Bible tells us to take heed it should be as if we have seen a big yellow light cautioning us of danger that lay ahead.  Our text plainly states that the sin of unbelief will cause us as God’s children to depart from him.  How many Christians do you know who have left the faith?  They at one time were faithful in their service to God but now have departed and been hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.

You might say well it could never happen to me – I.E. – Moses – NUM. 20:7-12 – Why were they unable to bring Israel into the land of Canaan, because of unbelief.  Any time God instructs us what to do (thru his word) and we ignore it we are acting in unbelief today.

CONSEQUENCES OF THE SIN OF UNBELIEF – 

1. IMPLIES GOD IS A LIAR – 

a. 1 JN. 5:9-10 – God has given us a record of his Son – Jesus Christ

i. Virgin birth – MATT. 1:18-25

ii. Perfect life – HEB. 9:26-28
iii. Death – JOHN 19:30-38
iv. Resurrection – JOHN 20:24-29
v. Ascension to the Father – ACTS 1:9-11
vi. Coming again – 2 THESS. 1:7-9 

2. ELIMINATES FORGIVENESS – 
a. 1 JN. 1:7-10 – We must walk in the light to indicate that we believe God and his holy word.
b. By our neglecting to ask God to forgive us daily we make it impossible to be forgiven by God.  Failure to do this will cost us eternal life for it demonstrates our unbelief – HEB. 4:1-6 – Do not allow unbelief to cause us to not enter Heaven.

3. MANIFEST SPIRITUAL IGNORANCE – 

a. 1 TIM. 1:12-13 – Saul of Tarsus persecuted the church ignorantly in “unbelief”

b. ROM. 10:1-3 – The Jews were guilty of the sin of unbelief for they were ignorant of God’s righteousness and so they established their own righteousness

c. ACTS 17:30-31 – God no longer overlooks ignorance, he commands us to belief and repent

4. SINNING WILLFULLY – 

a. HEB. 10:25-26 – To assemble with the saints we all know and realize is good and that it is a command of God.  Failure to attend every time we have the health and opportunity to constitutes the sin of unbelief.

b. Attending every service always shows that we believe God – I.E. Thomas, look what Thomas missed when he did not assemble with the other apostles.  JN. 20:24 – “But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came.” 
5. STAGGER AT THE PROMISES OF GOD – 

a. ROM. 4:18-21 – We need to be like Abraham, but many sadly stagger at God’s promises and belief not.

b. JOHN 12:48-49 – If we thru unbelief reject Christ we have one that will judge us on the last day

c. Why do so many have such a flippant attitude toward God and his word – PSA. 10:13 – “Wherefore doth the wicked contemn God?  He hath said in his heart, Thou will not require it.”
d. As Christians we do the same thing and stagger at the promises of God – 2 COR. 9:6-7 – “But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall also reap bountifully.  Every man according as he hath purposed in his heart, so let him give, not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver.”
CONCLUSION – 

There are horrible consequences for staggering at the promises of God 

HEB. 3:15-19 – Israel entered not into Canaan because of the horrible consequences of their sin of unbelief.

Note the eternal destiny of the unbeliever – REV. 21:8 – “But the fearful and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murders, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.”

You do not have to go to this horrible place, as a Christian repent, confess your sin and turn back to God.

If you are not a Christian do not stagger at the promise of God given by Jesus – MK. 16:16 

