THE THREE CROSSES OF CALVARY - REBELLION

LUKE 23:32-43 - TEXT

INTRODUCTION - As we begin this series of lessons we want to reflect upon what happened on Calvary.  Often times when we think of Calvary we only think of the death of our Lord, but as the text reveals by Luke’s inspired account it is clearly recorded that there were three crosses on Calvary.  During this series of lessons we will look closely at all three crosses and see what each one can teach us.
In this lesson we will deal with the thief on the cross who railed on Jesus, next we will study the thief on the cross who acknowledged Jesus as God’s son, and conclude with the cross of Christ.

Definition – rebel, rebellious – taken form the Hebrew word Marah which occurs 50 times in the old testament, translated 23 times rebellious, to rebel, to be contentious, to make angry, to contend with, to dispute with, a rebellious attitude toward God and his commands, to disobey, to be stubborn.

Does that definition sound like any body you know? Today we seem to excuse rebellion.  Notice the following statements, in reference to young people, they are just sowing their wild or they will settle down as they get older. 
Solomon the wisest of all said “Remember thy creator in the days of thy youth” – ECCL. 12:1 – Our young people are encouraged by the world to find their own path even if it goes against their parents and God’s word.

We must remember that all rebellion is ultimately against God.  Notice the thief we are discussing in this lesson what was his attitude.  It was one of rebellion and spite for the Lord.

CROSS OF REBELLION – 
I. EXAMPLES OF REBELLION IN THE OLD TESTAMENT
A. EX. 5:1-2 – Pharaoh defied the authority of God.  Did his rebellion pay off?

B. 1 KINGS 13:21-26 – The man of God from Judah was rebellious because he disobeyed the commands of God.

C. NUM. 20:7-12, 24 – Moses and Aaron were guilty of rebelling against God.

D. LEV. 10:1-2; NUM. 26:61 – Nadab and Abihu

E. NUM. 14:1-9 – Israel sinned when they failed to lay hold on God’s promises.
F. 1 SAM. 15:13, 19-29 – Example of King Saul and his rebellion against God because he feared the people.

II. NEW TESTAMENT EXAMPLES OF REBELLION
A. MATT. 15:1-9 – Pharisees rebelled against God because of their tradition.  Many today hold to the traditions of their families and the doctrines of men.

B. MATT. 26:14-15 – Judas knew the truth and was a follower of Christ yet he rebelled against a life of service to God for 30 pieces of silver.

C. ACTS 5:1-11 – Ananias and Sapphirra acted rebelliously by wanting to appear to be something they were not. They acted deceitfully.  They wanted to appear to be faithful, loving, yet they were looking for the praises of men.

III. CHOICES – 
A. JOSH. 1:16-18 – Consequence of rebellion is spelled out for Israel.

B. JOSH. 24:15 – Joshua’s choice is noted.

C. 1 SAM. 12:13-15 – Samuel’s warning to the people when he appointed them a King.

D. GAL. 6:7-8 – Principles of reaping and sowing.  Our choice, our decision, our harvest.

E. MATT. 7:21-29 – Which choice? Wise or foolish.  Listen to Jesus and do his will.

F. MATT. 28:18-20 – Why should we listen to Jesus?   Because he has all authority!!!

CONCLUSION – 

Are you living in rebellion to God?

Rebellion is a sign that our heart is not right with God.

Do you want to be wise or foolish?

Make your life right with God today!!!   
