THE THREE CROSSES OF CALVARY – REPENTANCE
LUKE 23:32-43 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – As we continue our study about the three crosses of Calvary we want to examine another cross present that day, the cross on which the thief repented.  Last week we studied about the thief who died in his sins and this week we will study about the thief who died to sin.

This thief on the cross repented.  Repentance is a very difficult command for men to obey.  Why is this so, because it involves the will of man?   The thief on the cross who was in rebellion would not repent because he refused to change his mind and submit his will to God’s.

Definition – repentance – to change one’s mind or purpose, a turning from sin and turning to God.
THE CROSS OF REPENTANCE – 

I. SCRIPTURAL REFERENCES  - UNDERSTANDING REPENTANCE – 

A. GEN. 6:5-7 – KJV states “it repented the Lord,” in the NKJV it is translated the Lord was sorry.  In what way did God repent?  He repented in that he changed his mind and was sorry that he made man.  Clearly taught in this scripture is the fact that repentance involves a changing of our mind.

B. HOSEA 14:1-2 – Repentance is when we are willing to turn to the Lord and turn from iniquity.    In what sense do we turn to the Lord?

C. JOEL 2:12 – Repenting or turning involves our heart (mind).  Why do we need to return to the Lord?   Because he is gracious and merciful.
D. PROV. 28:13 – As we turn we need to understand we are turning from our sin.  Biblical repentance involves confessing and forsaking.  Only by this process do we obtain the mercy of God.

E. ACTS 26:20 – We recognize repentance in the life of an individual when they by their own free will decide to turn to God and do works that befit repentance.

II. REPENTANCE IN THE OLD TESTAMENT – Commands and examples
A. ISA. 55:6-7 – Repentance is commanded by the prophet.  Seek the Lord and forsake your wicked ways?

B. NUM. 21:4-7 – The fiery serpents caused Israel to change their minds.  The only thing to do that made any sense was to repent and ask for God to deliver them.   That is the very action taken by the thief on the cross, but is that the action that we take when confronted with a no win situation.  The other thief died in rebellion because he was unwilling to change his mind, his heart, or his actions. Our choice is to repent or rebel.  Look at the example of David.
C. PSA. 32:1-5 – When David chose to cover up his sin he could not be at peace with God.  Repentance allows us to be at peace with God while rebellion puts us at enmity with God. Do we have transgressions that need to be blotted out?  The thief recognized the he did!!!

III. QUESTION REGARDING REPENTANCE – 

A. WHO NEEDS TO REPENT?
1. ROM. 3:23 – All who are in sin.

2. MATT. 9:11-13 – Why did Jesus come to earth?  To call sinners to repentance.

B. WHAT SHOULD LEAD US TO REPENT?
1. ROM. 2:4 – The goodness of God should lead us to repent.  His love. His mercy. His grace.

2. 2 COR. 7:9-10 – Godly sorrow should lead us to repentance.

C. ARE WE COMMANDED TO REPENT?  
1. MATT. 3:2, 4:17 – John the Baptist taught the necessity of repentance. And so did Jesus. He preached the same message.
2. LUKE 13:3, 5 – Jesus taught repent or perish.

3. LUKE 24:46-47 – The Lord preached repentance of sins and instructed his apostles to preach repentance and remission of sins.  Repentance is universally necessary because sin is universally prevalent.
4. ACTS 2:38 – Did the apostles follow his instructions? ACTS 17:30-31
D. ARE THERE ANY SIGNS OF REPENTANCE?
1. MATT. 3:8 – Bringing forth fruits worthy of repentance

2. LUKE 18:10-14 – True humility is manifested in repentance.

E. IS REPENTANCE NECESSARY FOR SALVATION?
1. LUKE 15:11-24 – Example of the prodigal son.  Notice the process involved in repentance.

a. Vs. 15-16 – The son had to come to his senses.

b. Vs. 17 – He had to change his mind.

c. Vs. 18 – He turned to go to his father.

d. Vs. 19 – He showed true humility.
e. Vs. 20 – He admitted he had sinned to his father.

f. Vs. 22-24 – He realized the blessings he needed in this life were with his father.

2. 2 PET. 3:9 - God is patiently waiting for us to repent.   He desires for all men to repent so they will not perish.

3. 1 JN. 1:5-10 – As Christians when we sin we need to repent.

CONCLUSION – 

The thief on the cross realized he needed to repent.

Do we need to repent?

As long as I have life I have the opportunity to repent.

Today is the day of salvation!!
